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ALICE OAREY., 

ok her mournful flight, 
in of woe and ill, 
s sweep at niglit 


id bowed with unreiini ted wrong, 


Hope reiUcuuea its faded traok, 

And the soft hand of Ioye has prsst 
Death’s deep and awful shadows ha 


The churchyard on the heighboiing hill 
Had not so many graves as now. 

When the May-morn, with hand of light, 




ed his white hands from the flowers 
id, softly smiling, fell asleep, 
when the northern light streamed i 
roes October's moaning blast, 
whose brief tarrisnee was foretold 


Meekly unlocked from her young ar 
The scarcely faded bridal crown, 
And in death's fearful night of star 
The dim day of her life went dowr 
While still beneath the golden hour. 
That like a roof the woode o’erspr 


Musis 


ic fcw.andfa 


1 this idle rhyme I tr 


And still beneath its steady light 
The waves of time heave to and fro, 
From night to day, from day to night, 
As the dim seasons come and go. 


or ambition's strife, 


or tliouvh onr lives are little dri 
Welled from the infinite fount > 
nr deaths are but the mystio at 
In the groat melody of love. 


For the National Era. 

THE COMPROMISE. 


There is little doubt, to an observing mind, but 
that some, who were interested in the commence¬ 
ment and prosecution of the war with Mexioo, 
desired to wrest from her some part of her terri¬ 
tory for the extension of slavery. Peace has been 
concluded, and the United States are in pc 
sion of a large territory, subject to the exclusive 
oontrol of the General Government. In this 
territory, not a slave existed at the time of . 
quisition; and to this day the fundamental law of 
that land, both as a provinoe of Mexico and as 
territory of the United States,is freedom to every 
man. Efforts are making so to divide the terri¬ 
tory that a part of it may be secured for slavery 
extension, when new States are formed. Even 
some go so far as to say that, unless a part of the 
territory is open to slavery, they will withdraw 
. from the Union. The claim is made, as if the in¬ 
terests of three hundred and fifty thousand slave¬ 
holders were equal to the interests of the millions 
of freemen, not only in the free hut slave States. 
The settlement of this question involves the par¬ 
ticular power of Congress, not only over the ter¬ 
ritories. hut over slavery itself. It seems that the 
South, not satisfied with the practical operation 
of the “Nicholson Letter,” are preparing to re¬ 
sist the admission of California as a free State. 
The South say that, the North wish to do them 
an injury, by excluding slavery from new Terri¬ 
tories. Where is the evidence of this? Does 
not the action of the Government, from the be¬ 
ginning, show a great willingness on the part of 
the North to grant the South the lien’s share, both 
as it regards new territory and the patronage of 
the Government? 

It may he well to remind the people, both North 
and South, that we live under a Government of 
limited powers; that the Slave States, of their own 
choice, have excluded themselves from any favors, 
as it respects slavery, by the General Govern¬ 
ment, except as they may, equally with the North, 
be supported in their claim for the return of fu¬ 
gitives from labor, the obligation to perform Buch 
service or labor being proved according to the 
laws of the State from whence such fugitive has 
escaped. Even this is not the clearest recogni¬ 
tion of slavery; but the .practical operation of the 
unequal and unjust lam of 1793 upon this subject 
has given much greater foroe to the arbitrary 
claim of the master than the Constitution seems 
to warrant. 

The people of the North contend, in the settle¬ 
ment of this question, that slavery does not exist 
by authority of the General Government; that 
if any of the people of the slave States have any 
right, or privilege to hold slaves, that right ex¬ 
isted anterior to the adoption of the Constitution. 
That although thebasis of representation of those 
States allows the masters or the people to be rep¬ 
resented for their slaves, that privilege was al¬ 
lowed by their willingness to be taxed in like pro¬ 
portion for the support of the Government. The 
North are still willing to abide the contract made 
by their fathers, although an unjust one; but 
contend that it has nothing to do with the aotion 
of the Government under this Constitution. The 
wheels of a free Government were set in motion 
with this advantage to the side of slavery. It was 
a contract of the several States then existing, for 
the purposes set forth in its preamble, without 
any implication or agreement that such advantages 
should be granted to arty mm States. Indeed, the 
powers of Congress, strictly considered, are inad¬ 
equate to this. 

The legislative powers conferred to Congress 
by the Constitution do not inolude any authority 
to create or sustain slavery any where, neither has 
the President or any officer under the Govern¬ 
ment any right to aid or uphold others in enslav¬ 
ing any persons in any district or territory of the 
United States, any laws of Congress or decisions 
of legal tribunals to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The Union, by its Constitution, is similar to a 
free State, and the laws must be in harmony with 
it, securing to every man his right to “ life, liber¬ 
ty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

The Constitution provides for universal free¬ 
dom, and every law of Congress and every act by 
United States authority, controverting this pro- 


n of the Constitution, is invalid—and every 
officer or agent of the Government is hound by 
his oath to see that this law of freedom is not in¬ 
fringed. How, then, can the representatives of 
the North ever consent that the institution of 
slavery shall be planted in fro.e territory, or any 
territory of the United States ? It would he un¬ 
constitutional if they did; but a great evil would 
he committed, and a long time elapse before it 
would be done away. The South claim they have 
equal rights with the North to the new Territo¬ 
ries. They have equal rights, hut the benefits 
received must be the same in kind. “ Can the same 
fountain send forth sweet waters and hitter ?” As 
the Constitution provides only for promoting the 
“ blessings of liberty,” can it be expected that, 


among the fruits to be reaped, there will be found 
the evils of slavery 9 

But the people of the North assert higher 
reasons for excluding slavery than Bimply plead¬ 
ing their rightful prerogatives. They contend 
that is it a matter of great importance to them and 
their posterity, upon what condition new States and 
Territories are formed —the institutions of a State 
determine the character of the people and their repre¬ 
sentatives in Congress. Slavery degrades labor; 
therefore, where slavery exists, those who toil or 
labor for a livelihood are little respected, and 
have little share in the affairs of Government. 
This influence has ever been hostile to the inter¬ 
ests of free labor. This is also apparent from the 
fact that nearly all the members of Congress from 
the slave States are slaveholders* although the 
actual number of slaveholders is very much 
smaller than the non-slavehold ers. This inequal¬ 
ity of representation gives great power to the 
voters of the slave States, as will appear by the 
number of votes east at any election, so that on - 
vote at. the South is equal to three at the North. 

Did not Freedom nearly sell her birthright 
when the North allowed a representation " 
Blaves ? Is this equal among men. and must 
be compelled to purchase more privileges at this 
rate, or shall we rather “stand up for what 
right, and submit to nothing wrong?” Must i 
acknowledge that the institutions of our ov 
States are equal in value only to such as support 
slavery, and shall we be frightened into a Compro¬ 
mise, and give up to the spirit of the dark ages a 
portion of the heritage of Freedom? Forbid it. 
ye champions of fight and chosen representatives 
of the people. 

The States h'ave equal rights only in extending 
the blessings and reaping the advantages of “ Lib¬ 
erty protected by the law.” Sharv: 


CONGRESS. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION. 


Tuesday, December 11, 1;849. 

The Senate met and adjourned, the House not 
yet having organized. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

We gave last week a summary of the proceed¬ 
ings on Tuesday. All that is now necessary is, 
to present the vote on the last, or 

THIRTY-NINTH TRIAL, - 

Whole number of votes east, 226 ; necessary to 
a choice, 114. 

Mr. Winthrop received 101 votes; Mr. Wm. 
■T. Brown, 109; Mr. Wilmot, 7; Mr. Morehead, 
5; and Messrs. Boyd, Dnrkee, Vinton, and Mc¬ 
Dowell, one each. 

Thosefwho voted for Mr. Winthrop were: 

Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, 


Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans,.Fow¬ 
ler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King. Levin, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, Mfltteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out¬ 
law, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Saoket, Schenok, 
Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams. 
Wilson. 

Those who voted for Mr. William J. Brown 


Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Eissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Ca¬ 
ble, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, H. 
Cobh, Coleook, Daniel. Dimmick, Disney, Doty, 
Dunham, Edmundspn, Ewing, Featherstonj Fitch, 
Puller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmnnson, Islmm G. Harris, Samson W. Harris, 
T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, How¬ 
ard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. W. John¬ 
son, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffier, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, Mc¬ 
Donald, McLanahan,R. M. McLane, McMullen, 
McQueen, MoWillie. Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Potter, Powell, Riohardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, P. P. 
Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetzer, 
Thomas, Jaoob Thompson, James Thompson, W. 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn. Wentworth. Whittleanv Wildrick 


Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

Those voting for Mr. Wilmot were: 

Messrs. Alien, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, Pres¬ 
ton King, Root, and Tuck; for Mr. Morehead, 
Messrs. Cabell, Morton, Owens, A. H. Stephens, 
and Toombs; for Mr. McDowell, Mr. Williamson 
R. W. Cobb; for Mr. Durkee, Mr. Wilmot.; for 
Mr. Vinton, Mr. Winthrop ; and for Mr. Boyd, 
Mr. Holmes. 


Wednesday, December 12,1849. 

senate. 

The Senate met and adjourned without transact¬ 
ing any business. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The proceedings of te-day possessed extraordi¬ 
nary interest. A general expectation that the 
protracted struggle in which the House had for 
eight days been engaged, would thia day he dos¬ 
ed, had attracted vast numbers of spectators. 
Every member was in his place. Senators might 
he seen conversing with anxious countenances in 
all parts of the Hall. The reporters were on 
the alert; and the galleries were crowded with 
expectant faces. 

The Journal having been read, Mr. Cobh of 
Alabama made an explanation concerning his vote 
which had been made the subject of animadver¬ 
sion in the Washington Union. He announced 
that he would never be found standing in the way 
of the organization of the House. Let a candi¬ 
date on either Side be brought out, who would 
command a sufficient number of votes, he would 
“ reserve to himself the course he would then pur¬ 
sue, as he reserved to himself his own course upon 
all other occasions. 

[Mr. Cobb had voted at first for Cobb of Geor¬ 
gia, and afterwards for McDowell, never ventur¬ 
ing upon a Northern candidate.] 

Next Mr. Wilmot rose. His grateful acknow¬ 
ledgments were tendered to those who had given 
him their suffrages for Speaker. He was more 
honored by their confidence, small as was their 
number, than he would have been by being elect¬ 
ed to that chair. Both of the prominent candi¬ 
dates having retired from the contest, he did not 
feel justified in continuing a candidate. He de¬ 
sired his friends to cast their votes now for one 
who had a reasonable hope of success. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Kaufman, 
resumed the business of voting for Speaker. 

Thirty-nine votes having been taken on pre¬ 
ceding days, the roll was again called. 

William J. Brown, of Indiana, received - 112 
William Duer, of New York ... 26 
Edward Stanly, of North Carolina - - 18 

Robert Cl. Winthrop* of Massachusetts - 17 
Edward W. McGaughey, of Indiana - - 13 

Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania - - 2 

Joseph R. Chandler, of Pennsylvania - - j 2 

Julius Rockwell, of Massachusetts - - 1 


David Outlaw, of North Carolina 
Horace Mann, of Massachusetts - , - -5 

Franklin W. Bowdon. of Alabama - - 1 

George W. Julian, of Indiana - - - 3 

Linn Boyd, of Kentucky - - - - 3 

Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky - - 17 

Daniel P. King, of Massachusetts - - 1 

Charles M. Conrad, of Louisiana - - 1 

Samuel F. Vinton, of Ohio - - ... ... 2 

Isaac E. Holmes, of South Carolina - - 1 


226 


The following is the vote in detail 
For Wililam J. Brown. —Messrs. Albertson, 
Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bing¬ 
ham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. 
II. W. Cobb, Coloook, Daniel, Dimmiok, Disney, 


Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett., Hall, Hamil¬ 
ton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
Isham G. Harris, Samson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, La 
Sere, Leffier, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Mc¬ 
Clernand, McDonald, McDowell. McLanahan, 
Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Mcdueen, Mc- 
Willie, Meade, .Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck. Phelps, Potter, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross. 
Savage, Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetzer, Thomas, 
Jaoob Thompson, James Thompson, William 


Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, 
Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, 


Wood, W oodward, and Y oung. 

For William Duer.— Messrs! xMexander, Ben¬ 
nett, Bokee, Briggs. Burrows, Clark, Gould, 
Grinnell, Jackson, John A. King, Horace Mann, 
Mattison, Morehead, Reynolds, RisUy, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Sil¬ 
vester, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Underhill,,, 
and Conrad. 

For Charles S. Morehead —Messrs. Alston, Ba¬ 
ker, Breck, Chester Butler, Cabell, J. P. Cald¬ 
well, Hampton, Haymond, Hilliard, James L. 
Johnson, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Morton, 
Owen, Alexander H. Stephens, John B. Thomp¬ 
son, Toombs. 

For Edward Stanly. —Messrs. Anderson, Ash¬ 
mun, Bowie, Deberry, Alexander Evans, Houston, 
Kerr, Marshall, McGaughey, Nes, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Pitman, Shepperd, Thurman, Vinton, 
and Winthrop. 

For Edward W. McGaughey. —Messrs. Andrews, 
Thomas B. Butler, Campbell, Casey, Duncan, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Halloway,Hen¬ 
ry, Daniel P. King, Moore, and Saokett. 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —Messrs. Brooks, Con¬ 
ger, Dixon, Hay, Hebard, George G. King, James 
G. King, Meacham, Nelson, Newell, Phcenix, 
Spalding, Sprague, Van Dyke, Watkins, White, 
and Williams. 

For Thaddeus Stevens.— Messrs. Calvin and 
Dickey. 

For Julius Rockwell.— Mr. Chandler. 

For David Outlaw. —Mr. Clingman. 

For Horace Mann. —Messrs. Cole, Crowell, Hun¬ 
ter. Putnam, and Wilson. 

For Samuel F. Vinton. —Messrs. Corwin and 
Schenck. 

For Charles M. Conrad. —Mr. Duer. 

For Joseph R. Chandler. —Messrs. Goodenow 
and Reed. 

For Franklin W. Bowdon — Mr. Holmes. 

For George W. Julian. —Messrs. Howe, Root, 
and Tuck. 

For Isaac E. Holmes.— Mr. Levin. 

For Daniel P. King. —Mr. Stanly. 

For Lim Boyd.- —Messrs. Wallace, Seddon, and 
Bocock. 


No member having a majority of all the votes 
given, there was no choice. 

[The votes of the Free Soil members were list¬ 
ened for with breathless interest. Mr. Allen led 
off for Mr. Brown, in a dear, distinct voice, that 
startled his former Whig brethren. Messrs. 
Booth and Durkee followed; but when the name 
of Joshua R. Giddings was called, every ear was 
erect. “ W. J. Brown ! ” he replied, in a voice 
that filled the Hall, and made some of the South¬ 
ern members start from their seats. The venera¬ 
ble editor of the Union, sitting in conversation 
with a member, caught the sound, and sustained 
a shock which incapacitated him for his usual in¬ 
tellectual exeroises, if we may judge from the ed¬ 
itorials in his next morning’s paper. Preston 
King and David Wilmot answered promptly 
when their names were called, voting for Brown, 
but Root and Tuck cast their votes for George 
W. Julian. The excitement wss intense; the 
Southern members were deeply concerned; two 
or three rose, after the roll had been gone 
through, and changed their votes to a Southern 
candidate. As it turned out, this balked Mr. 
Brown, who fell short of an election by only two 
votes. When this was announced, the Whig 
members could not conceal their joy, and clapping 
was heard in several parts of the Hall. 

At this critical moment, Mr. Stanly, of North 
Carolina, offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the members of the Democratic 
party be requested to appoint three members to 
confer with three members of the Whig party 
relative to the choice of proper officers of the 
House of Representatives.” 

Mr. Stanly said he was tired of this struggle. 
The resolution was not one of his own suggesting. 
It had been proposed to him by a Democratic 
member of character and patriotic feelings, who 1 
desired to see a stop put to the present state of 
things. As to. any talk of disorganization, the 
thing was merely ridiculous. He spoke with all 
due respect to the other side of the House 
“ There was no danger of that. This Government 
was not coming to an end yet, no matter what 
gentlemen might say about Free-Soilism, Wil- 
mot-Provisoism, and all such tomfoolery. There 
was no danger of that. The Union could not be 
dissolved while Henry Clay and Thomas H. Ben¬ 
ton were in the Senate, or while old Rough and 
Ready was at the other end of the Avenue. But 
he wanted to put a stop to the present state of 
things, and have somebody to preside over the 
House of Representatives, who was competent (to 
say nothing of what he thought of the gentleman 
who had just received a sufficient number within 
two votes to elect him) to preside over the House 
of Representatives, who was acceptable to the 
Democratic party. Their present candidate was 
not acceptable,, as the last result showed. There 
was something wrong; something “rotten in Den¬ 
mark.” He looked upon his own side of the 
House without blushing; he blushed when he 
looked on the other side. 

[Mr. Stanly evidently hinted at the incompe¬ 
tency of Mr. Brown, in all respects, physically, 
mentally, morally, for the chair of the Speaker. 

His scorn of the Wilmot Proviso must have 
rasped the feelings of his Northern associates. 
The great majority of the Whig members are 
from the North. To a man, they are pledged to 
sustain the “tomfoolery” of the Wilmot Pro¬ 
viso, which the People of the North, constituting, 
as they do, two-thiriJs of the free people of the 
Union, are devoted to, and which they will not 
sec betrayed, without making the traitors drink 
to the dregs the cup of political damnation, 
“tomfoolery,” forsooth, for a free people to re¬ 
solve to preserve free territory from the pollution 
of negro slavery! Had Mr. Stanly made this 
speech before be received the vote of Mr. Ashmun 
and other Northern Whigs for Speaker, surely 
he would not have been so honored. 

By the way, will the Whig people in favor of 
the Proviso please take notice that, on the forego¬ 
ing trial for Speaker, several Northern Whigs, 
Wilmot Proviso men, oast their suffrages for 
Southern candidates, holding that the Proviso is 
a piece of tomfoolery, while but one Southern 
vote was given for a Northern candidate! 

But*to proceed: The insinuation of Mr. Stanly 
called Mr. Bayly, of Virginia, from his seat. 
With great indignation, he repelled the imputa¬ 
tions of arrangements and coalitions. 

He charged the blame of the present state of 
thii'gs on the Whig party. It had united in 
electing to. the Presidency a candidate totally 
non-committal on this question of Slavery; the 
same policy had been pursued throughout the 
country; the elections for Congress were held in 
ignorance of his real sentiments; Representatives 
were chosen with the most opposite views and ex¬ 
pectations ; the result was just what the members 
saw before them. 

Mr. Bayly then proceeded to repel, with deep 
indignation, the insinuation that some under¬ 
standing had taken place between the Democratic 
party and the Free-Soilers. He rejoiced that the 
imputation had been publicly made, as it gave 
him an opportunity publicly to brand it as it 
deserved.] 


[At this point he was interrupted by Mr. 
Ashmun.] 

Mr. Ashmun. Will , the gentleman from Vir¬ 
ginia allow me to put a question to him ? 

Mr. Bayly. Certainly. 

Mr. Ashmun. Has not a correspondence taken 
pla.ee between the member from Indiana, [Mr. 
Brown,[ and some member of tbe Free Soil party, 
in which he has pledged himself to constitute the 
committees in a manner satisfactory to them? 

Mr. Bayly. I know of no such correspondence. 
Is the gentleman authorized to say that there has 
been such a one; if so, what, is his authority ? 

Mr. Ashmun. Common romor. 

Mr. Bayly. And doesnot the gentleman know 
that common rumor is a common liar ? 

Turning to Mr. Brown, he said— 

“Has any such correspondence taken place? ” 

Mr. Brown shook his head. 

Mr. Bayly continued. I am authorized to say 
that no such correspondence has taken place. 
Does the gentleman infer that there has been an 
understanding between this side of tbe House and 
the Free-Soilers, from the Let that some of them 
have voted with us? If so, tvhat can be more un¬ 
fair ? The House is in a condition in which it is 
impossible for it to be organized unless they vote 
with one of the great partietf tamponing it. Great 
complaint has been made throughout the country, 
and justly, that we do not organize; thus implying 
that they ought to vote with one or the other of 
the two great parties. Suppose they had offered 
to vote with the gentleman, wonld he have spurned 
their support? Or would he have considered 
that it would have been quite right in uB, in such 
a contingency, to have imputed an improper com¬ 
bination to them? The gentlemen referred to 
have their own views to carry out, and they most 
probably will take their own course in doing it. 

[The sensation was intense. Rurmors were 
flying in all directions. Suspicion was at work 
among the members. At this juncture, Mr. Root, 
of Ohio, obtained the floor] His intention was 
simply to speak on the resolution of the gentle¬ 
man from North Carolina. That resolution con¬ 
templated the Whig party and the Democratic 
party—those who were in full communion with 
either of those parties, and nobody else—as having 
some rights here. Now he had, and he trusted 
should enjoy, the same rights on this floor as any 
other representative of a free people enjoyed. He 
should claim them, and he should be an ugly cus¬ 
tomer if they were denied. He did not pretend 
to speak for either of these parties, but he pro¬ 
tested against the kind of bargain and sale con¬ 
templated by the resolutibn, which would trans¬ 
fer to them, and to them alone, the right of 
organizing this House. If they had the numeri¬ 
cal strength,they could doit; but he protested 
against any written or parol bargain or contract 
by which these parties, or either of them, was to 
organize this House, to the exclusion of all others. 
He represented neither of them. He supposed he 
would be deemed a representative of what the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Stanly,] 
inonost respectful language, had seen fit to char¬ 
acterize as Wilmot-Provisoism, and “tomfool¬ 
ery of that kind.” 

He had no doubt the gentleman had spoken the 
feelings of his heart when he had spoken in that 
manner; but let him tell that gentleman, whether 
his political associates saw fit to tell him so or not, 
he ventured to say that nine out of ten of those 
representing the Whig party from the North 
would not, and the others dare not, when brought 
before their constituents, say that the Wilmot 
Proviso was a humbug and tomfoolery. Let 
them do so, and you could find, in his (Mr. R’s) 
section of the country, political graves as thickly 
spread as the graves of the victims of the ciiolei 
in those villages over which, that pestilence had 
swept; whose fields would be so full of graves, 
to make them look like stone quarries, where 
theie would not be turf enough for a man to wipe 
his feet on. It was a deep-seated, immovable 
sentiment, fixed in tbe hearts of the Northern peo¬ 
ple. They talked not of disunion, or anything of 
that kind; but that sentiment they intended 
should be represented here. They expected that 
their Representatives should stand up and speak 
out on all proper occasions; and he hoped that no 
man designed to speak on this or any other sub¬ 
ject, except upon proper occasions. What 
this resolution designed fbr? Why, to oarry out 
the policy of both of these parties. What was the 
policy of the Administration party ? And what 
was the policy of the Democratic party, as repre¬ 
sented by tbe “ sole organ ? ” To dodge tbe Wil¬ 
mot Proviso. 

[The remarks of Mr. Root were arrested by 
Mr. Bayly, who asked permission of the gentle¬ 
man to make a correction, and a most pregnant 


When the suggestion had been made to him 
(Mr. Brown,) that be, occupying middle ground, 
and coming from a free State, would, in all prob¬ 
ability, be able to concentrate as great a number 
of votes as any other individual on the Demo¬ 
cratic side of the House, he had received the sug¬ 
gestion with perfect astonishment. He had no 
wishes—he had no desires looking to suoh an ob¬ 
ject ; nor had he now the vanity to suppose that 
if the political party to which he belonged had a 
marked, a decided majority in this House, he 
should have been selected as their candidate for 
tbe Speakership. It was further suggested to 
him that, during the recent excitement which had 
existed upqn the question of slavery, he had not 
been a member of Congress. He had not voted 
upon any of the questions growing out of that 
subject. He had been a member of tbe preceding 
(the twenty-ninth) Congress, when the Texas 
question had been under consideration. Upon 
that question he had Bpoken and vo£ed in this 
Hall. His votes stood upon the record. His 
friends from the South and from the North un¬ 
derstood the position he had occupied on that 
question. 

Sinoe then, he had repeatedly declared (not 
being in a position to give any vote) that whilst 
he did not entertain a doubt that the great body 
of the people of tbe North—both Whigs and 
Democrats—were opposed to the extension of sla¬ 
very, yet he deemed the introduction of that 
proposition as unnecessary and as unfortunate. 
At that time the country was engaged in the 
prosecution of a foreign war; and the introduc¬ 
tion of the subject into the political contests of 
the day produoed a state of excitement and ill 
feeling between the North and the South which 
he thought it was the'duty of every patriotic 


Mr. Bayly. I think it due to myself and the 
House to say that, since I Was last up, I have had 
a conversation with the gentleman from Indi—- 

[Mr. Brown.] I was mistaken in saying tha_ 

correspondence had taken place between him and 
the Free-Soilers. A correspondence has taken 
place, but in it he assures me that he had refused 
to pledge himself, and had said no more than that, 
in forming the committees, he would place the 
members of that party in such positions as their 
standing in the House and country would seem to 
him to make proper. But the correspondence will 
be produoed, and it will speak for itself. 


[The excitement here could scarcely be 
strained. Great merriment prevailed on the Whig 
side, and the Democrats appeared in no little 
tribulation. Mr.. Brown was astir, not seeming 
to know exactly what to do with himself. Mr- 
Root, however, resumed his remarks. After fur¬ 
ther protesting against the claims of the two old 
parties to arrange the organization of the Ilouse> 
in disregard of the rights of the minority, he pro¬ 
ceeded:] 

He warned his friend from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Stanly,] that he was placing some of his po¬ 
litical associates in a very peculiar situation, when 
he talked about tbe Wilmot Proviso being “tom¬ 
foolery.” 

Mr. Bokee, (in his seat.) Let them tell of it. 

Mr. Root replied: Well, he supposed they 
would. He did not call upon gentlemen t 
swer; and they would save themselves 
breath and trouble by withholding their answers 
till they were called for. 

He hoped, as he had before remarked, that the 
peculiar exigency of the day and this case would 
not drive gentlemen to do anything of which they 
would repent hereafter. He did not feel that the 
remarks which had been made in relation to some¬ 
thing being “ rotten in Denmark ” affected him 
all. He did not belong to Denmark—not even 
the figurative Pickwickian. Denmark which had 
been spoken of. But the gentleman from North 
Carolina thougbt^here was something rotten in 
Denmark. They would all be wiser hereafter. 
He knew nothing about, the inducements which 
had been held out for gentlemen to vote one way 
or the other. Pledges would not be very strong 
inducements for him. The best guaranty that he 
could have would be the good character and 
known principles of the candidate. He thought 
pledges, coming from a man that could not be 
trusted without them, might well be distrusted 
themselves. 

It might admit of doubt who would turn out to 
be the “Tom Fools” in the end. There is said 
to be one kind of fish that will bite best at a bare 
book. Do you know, sir, what fish that is ? I 
will tell you in confidence. It is the gudgeon; 
but whether there are any gudgeons in this Hall, 
and who they are, I leave for time to tell. 

The peculiar Btate of things in this body, at 
this particular time, may perhaps be somewhat 
illustrated by .an anecdote which I have heard of 
one of my countrymen, a member of the universal 
Yankee nation. lie Was travelling on a steamboat 
on tbe Ohio river, and having made the acquaint¬ 
ance of a fellow-passenger from the lower country, 
they got up a friendly game of “ poker,” by way 
of killing time. After playing for a while, the 
Mississippian, in a tone of vexation, exclaimed— 
“ I should really like to know what has become of 
all the aces; I haven’t seen one for half an hour.” 
To which the, Yankee replied, “Now, would you, 
raly 2 Wal, one of ’em?s in your ooat sleeve, and 
’tother three are in my bate.” I don’t know that 
any gentleman here has anything in his ooat sleeve, 
but I do know several gentlemen who wear boots 
with very long legs to them. If gentlemen should 
remember this anecdote a week, they may then be 


able to understand its true appliqation. One 
thing it does prove, that the Yankees, instead of 
being tbe sly, reserved people that some evil- 
disposed people have represented them to be, 
are the frankest, fellows on earth; and however 
anxious they may sometimes appear to acquire 
information, they are always willing to impart it. 

[Mr. Root tells a humorous story with infinite 
relish, and the House was convulsed with laugh¬ 
ter during this recital; only there were some indi- 
ations of anxiety to know which section wore the 
butes with very long legs to them.” 

Mr. Burt secured the floor, but gave way to 
Mr. Brown of Indiana, who made a long explana- 
of the misunderstanding referred to. It is so 
important, that we copy the whole of this part of 
the proceedings from the Daily Globe, in which it 
appears very correctly reported.] 

Mr. Burt rose and addressed the Clerk, and 
was recognised by him. 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana, rose at the same mo¬ 
ment, and also addressed the Clerk. 

Mr. Burt said he supposed that the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Brown] desired to speak to 


wonld always oppose the Proviso. 

The question came up on the'subject of slavery 
: the District of Columbia. He had said that 
: was a Democrat—that he did not wish to inter¬ 
fere with the question—but.that, if the people of 
the'District of Columbia thought proper to give 
their suffrages in favor of the abolition of slavery 
within its limits; he would have no objection to 
give them an opportunity to vote upon the ques¬ 
tion, as had been done in Kentucky and some 
other States of the Union. 

With the permission of the House, he would 
)w read the letter. > 

[(^firing these remarks; and during almost, the 
entire day, great confusion and excitement'pre¬ 
vailed through. tLs- House, rendering-sin accurate 
statement’tiro proceedings and debates ex- 
:eedingly difficult. Members did not keep their 
eats, but gathered in large bodies round tbe 
member who held the floor, enhancing greatly 


point to which he (Mr. Burt) bad_ 

so, he would most cheerfully yield the floor 
the gentleman, and would be extremely glad 
to hear him. 

The floor having been yielded accordingly— 
Mr. Brown said that General Taylor, at the 
time he was a candidate for the office of Presi¬ 
dent of tbe United States, had repeatedly de¬ 
clared that if he was elected to that station he 
would be the President of the whole country, and 
not ihe President of a party. He (Mr. B ) had 
■’me on to Washington, never dreaming of being 
candidate for the Speakership of this House 
His health was feeble. There were older and 
abler men of bis own political party, gentlemen 
well versed in parliamentary law, more 
competent than himself to preside over the de¬ 
liberations of this body. He had no experience 
in such matters. He had never made them his 
study. I-Ie had attended the Democratic caucus, 
and had aided in the nomination of the gentle¬ 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Cobb,] for whom the 
Democratic party in this House had voted seve- 


the ordinary difficulties of the Reporter’s duties. 

Mr. Brown was about to commence reading 
letter which he held in his hand. 




When the ti 
this House* it 
he would not give them the appellation applied 
by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Stanly]—those Who would not joilf the organiza¬ 
tion of the two great political parties at the last 
Presidential election—held the balance of power 
here, and that without their votes it would be im¬ 
possible to elect a presiding officer. 

In this state of the case, be first received a let¬ 
ter from tbe gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hub¬ 
bard.] That gentleman propounded certain ques¬ 
tions! He (Mr. Brown) did not answer that let¬ 
ter, but took to him the record which showed his 
votes, and a speech he had delivered, giving his 


relation to the slavery question, 
annexation of Texas. He was not then, and did 
not desire to be considered, in the attitude of a 
candidate for the office of Speaker. After he 
had received fifty-three votes for that office, he 
had been given to understand that these gentle¬ 
men—with one of whom, the gentleman from 
"Mr. Wilmot,’ * 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wilmot,] he had been long 
acquainted, and the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. King,] with whom he had served in aformer 
Congress, and who, he believed, had generally 
voted With him, for they were on the Democratic 
side of the House—desired a conference with him. 
That conference took place; and, in the course of 
it, he found fha’t the objection which they had 
against voting for him as Speaker—the great ob¬ 
jection which had impressed itself on their minds 
was, that he was selected as the favorite of the 
South—that the gentleman from North Carolina, 
in his eye, [Mr. Venable,] had said that he was 
pledged not to vote for any Wilmot Proviso man 
for Speaker, and that he would turn round-and 
vote for him. Now, these gentlemen had asked 
him [Mr. Brown] no question as to what his 
course would be, but they expressed the fear 
which they entertained that, should he be. eleoted 
Speaker, he would organize the Committees on 
the District of Columbia, on the Judiciary, and 
on the Territories, in such a manner as that they 
should be made up of Southern men—that the 
views and opinions of tbe party which these gen¬ 
tlemen represented would be stifled in commit¬ 
tee, and that there would be no opportunity of 
bringing them before the Houbb. 

In reply to the expression of these fears, he 
had stated to these gentlemen that he had 
made any pledges to any individual as to 
committee upon which he should he placed. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania and the gentleman 
from New York had frankly and openly express¬ 


ed their desire to him not to be placed on either 
of those committees. All they had asked—all 
they had expressed a desire to have—was that 
the committees which he had designated should 
be so constituted as that every section of the Union 
might be fairly represented—the Wilmot-Provi- 
so men and the Anti-Wilmot-Proviso men. V 
had stated to these gentlemen that he would 
constitute these committees as that all sections of 
the Union should be represented. This much he 
had stated, and by that position he would abide 
now. They had asked a fair representation of 
all interests and all opinions—nothing more. If 
he had desired to put into the hands of these 
gentlemen that with which they might go forth 
and break the heads of those who differed from 
them—if he had desired to furnish opportunity 
and cause of complaint against the South, his 
policy would be to constitute these committees " 
Southern men, and to take these eight (Fl 
Soil) gentlemen, and put them away on the c< 
ners of some unimportant committees. 

On the subject of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, he would ask permission to sta 
tbe House the ground which he had taken before 
his constituents when he was a candidate for a 
seat in this House. 

Br. Burt interposed, and said that the gentle¬ 
man from Indiana [Mr. Brown] Would allow him 
to suggest that he had yielded the floor to him in 
order to give him an opportunity of producing 
the correspondence which bad been referred to 
He (Mr. Burt) wished to see that correspond- 


[Cries from all quarters—“ Give us tbe corres¬ 
pondence”—“ let him explain”—“the letters,” &e ] 

Mr. Brown, (continuing.) He Would, he said, 
introduce the letter in a few moments; but, be¬ 
fore doing So, he desired to make a very brief ex¬ 
planation of tbe position he had .occupied before 
his constituents. [Cries of “Go on,” “the let¬ 
ters,” &c.J 

Mr. Brown resumed. His competitor for a seat 
in this House was a Whig, and a strong advocate 
of the Wilmot Proviso. He represented a dis¬ 
trict where there was a large number—some per¬ 
sons said as high as three or four hundred—of 
Free Soil votes, out and out. He did not 
these votes, because he would not go so far a 
competitor had gone. That gentleman had taken 
the ground "that General Taylor, by his letter, 
was in favor of the Wilmot Proviso : and that, if 
he did not sign a bill incorporating that Proviso* 
it would be because the doughfaces would pre¬ 
vent its going to him. All I said was, that, al¬ 
though I believed it to be unnecessary, and al¬ 


though I had heretofore always been opposed 

it, and did not expect to vote for it, yet I saw_ 

objection to poking the Wilmot Proviso to Old 
Zack^and seeing what he would do with it. He 
(Mr. Brown) was very anxious to.see the question 
settled; although, as he had stated, he himself 


Some members on both sides of the House, who 
had retained their seats, called upon the members 
! n the aisles to take their seats. 

The Clerk seconded this request, but with no 
great success. 

Mr. Brown commenced reading his letter of re¬ 
ply to a letter which had been addressed to him 
by Mr. Wilmot. 

Demands were made in different sections of the 
House that the Clerk, and not the member, should 
read the letter. 

Mr. Brown expressed his confidence that he 
could make himself heard all over the House. 

A call was also made for the reading of the 
letter to which this letter was a reply ; but Mr. 
Brown stated that he had not a copy of that letter 
with him. 

Mr. Brown said, that before he read that letter, 

might be requisite for him to say, that, he had 
said to these gentlemen, as he had said to South¬ 
ern gentlemen,, that if a proposition were made, 
by way of amendment to a Territorial bill, to 
extend slavery, he, as a Representative from a 
free distriot, could not vote for it. And South¬ 
ern men had replied that they did not expect or 
ask any such thing. 

Mr. Brown was again proceeding to read the 
letter. 

Some time was lost in the effort to restore order 
and induce members to take their seats. 

Mr. McLean urged upon the House the pro¬ 
priety of giving the gentleman its silence and at¬ 
tention. 

Mr. Brown now turned to Mr. Wilmot, and 
invited that gentleman to state the substance of 
the letter he had sent to him, (Mr. B.) 

Mr. Baker suggested that it would he impossi¬ 
ble, on account of the ill health of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Brown,] that the House should 
distinctly hear him read. 

Mr. Brown expressed his confidence that he 
could so read the letter as that it should be heard 
in every part of the House, if members would 
only take their seats. 

Mr. Wilmot now rose and addressed tbe Clerk. 

Mr. Brown yielded tbe floor for the moment. 

Mr. Wilmot s.iid that he had held a conversa¬ 
tion with the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Brown,J of which, with the permission of gentle¬ 
men, he would state the substance. He (Mr. W.) 
expressed to that gentleman the conviction, which 
he honestly entertained, that the public voice, in 
respect to tbe great question which now agitated 
this country, would be stifled in the committees of 
this .House. All that he, and those, who where 
associated with him, asked or desire#, was a fair 
opportunity to give expression to the great pub¬ 
lic sentiment of the people of the country. They 
wanted, and they asked, nothing more. All that 
he and b is friends had desired at the hands of the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BrOvvn] was that, 
if he should be elected Speaker of the House, he 
would so constitute the committees as that they 
and the constituents whom they represented might 
be heard in this hall. No stipulation had been 
entered into, or sought to be entered into, as to 
the particular men who should be placed on these 
committees. They desired that the gentleman, if 
elected, should place upon these committees the 
best and the ablest men whom the South had sent 
to represent its interests here, in order that the 
views of the South might have a full and a fair 
expression through the committees and the halls of 
Congress. They desired also that Northern men, 
holding the opinions of the North, and represent¬ 
ing the views of the Northern people,, should also 
be heard through the committees and the halls of 
Congress, and that their views should not be 
smothered. This was the purport of the con¬ 
versation. 

He addressed a note to the gentleman from In¬ 
diana, asking him, substantially, whether, if he 
was elected Speaker of the House, he would so 
organize the committees as to be satisfactory to 
bimself and friends. He (Mr. W.) desired that 
fair utterance should be given to the publie'senti- 
ment ? This whs, in substance, the only interrog¬ 
atory he had put. He (Mr. W.) and his friends, 
desired to be satisfied that, the constitution of the 
committees Should be such as not to stifle the sen¬ 
timents, as they believed, of two-thirds of the’ 
freemen of this oountry, 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania., desired to put 
a question to his colleague. 

Mr. Wilmot yielded the floor for the purpose. 

Mr. Stevens proceeded. The question which 
he desired to putto his colleague was this: whether 
from the verbal intercourse which had taken place 
between him and the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Brown,] be [Mr. Wilmot] had any reason to 
believe that the committees would be composed, of 
a majority of members who were in favor of Free 
Soil? 

Mr Wilmot. From the verbal conversations 
which I held with the gentleman from Indiana, I 
had reason to believe that a majority of these 
committees would be composed of fair Northern 


Washington City, December 10, 1849. 
-a'rSir: lu.answer to yours of this date, I 
Will state that, should I be elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, I will constitute the 
Committees on the Distriot of Columbia, on Ter¬ 
ritories, and on the Judiciary, in such manner 
ns shall be satisfactory to yourself and your 
friends. I am a Representative from a free State, 
and have always been opposed to the extension of 
slavery, and believe tluit the Federal Government 
should bo relieved from the responsibility of sla¬ 
very Where they have the constitutional power to 
abolish it. 

I am yours, truly, W. J. Brown. 

Hon David Wilmot. 

[The letter to which the above** 
as follows: 


[Great laughter over the hall, and applause ii 


small, were, in accordance with all usage, entitled 
represented^ Such was the usago of the 


British House of Commons. 

He repeated that he had not a copy of his let- 

r. IIo oould only state the substance of it 
briefly, os he had done. The answer of the gen¬ 
tleman from Indiana, [ Mr. Brown,] if the House 
would listen to the reading of it, would disclose, 
substantially, the purport of his (Mr. W.’s) in¬ 
quiries. 

Mr. Brown resumed the floor. 

The Clerk made an effort to restore order in 
the Hall. 

Mr. Brown. I will read the letter, and then 
make a few explanations. 

Mr. B. read the letter, which is in the follow¬ 
ing words: 


s a reply ii 


December 10, 1849. 

Dear Sir: In the conversation whioh I had 
with you this evening, you were free to say that, 
if elected Speaker of the House of Represents- 
rives,_ you wAuld constitute the Committees on 
Territories, the JudSciary, and the District of 
Columbia, in a manner that should be satisfactory 
to myself and the friends with whom i have had 
the honor to act. I have communicated this to my 
friends; and if,.'in reply to this note, you can 
give them the same assurance, they will give you 
a cheerful and cordial support. 

Respectfully yours, D. Wilmot. 

Hon. Wm. J. Brown. \ 

Mr. Brown’s letter having been read— 

Mr. Brown proceeded : Now, 1 desire to say, 
that in the conversation whioh I had with the gen¬ 
tleman from Pennsylvania-:— 

Mr. Fowler interposed to request that the let¬ 
ter might be again read, as he had not been able 
to bear it. 

Mr. Brown said he had read the letter onoe. 
He desired to proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. Stanly inquired what was the substance of 
the letter ? 

The reading of the letter by the Clerk was 

>w called for, and it was read by him from the 
desk. 

Mr. Brown proceeded to speak. 

Mr. Butler, of Pennsylvania, asked him to 
yield the floor for a moment. 

Mr. Brown deolined. 

[Some time was spent in efforts to restore 
order.] 

Mr. Brown then Baid that he would detain the 
House but a very few momcntB longer. It was 
proper to say that he thought the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Wilmot] had been extremely 
fair and liberal in his oonduot.. It was also due 
to himself (Mr. B.) to say that, fbr one, he could 
not consent that the committees of this House 
should he so constituted as to favor one section of 
country at the expense or to the detriment of 
another; or so that the voice of any portion of 
the people, or any great question, should be sti¬ 
fled. Let that question, in all its aspects, be 
brought to the light, and let the whole of the 
people’s representatives act and decide upon it. 
He had stated, in the conversation, that there was 
a grave constitutional question pending. Mr. 
Van Buren had expressed his belief that Con¬ 
gress had power to abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia; but he bad also said that if a bill 
having that object in view should' be passed, he 
should feel himself compelled to veto it. He (Mr. 
B) desired to see placed upon these committees 
the ablest lawyers of the South, so that the sub¬ 
ject might be fully and fairly investigated. He 
was no sectional man; and, as God was his judge, 
if he had been chosen Speaker of the House, he 


and the South. He would have placed upon these 
committees the ableBt men, both from the North 
and the South. 

Mr. B. here paused, and expressed the hope that 
the House would come to order. After a brief 
space be proceeded: 

He would now take occasion to tender to his 
friends in this House his earnest and sincere 
thanks for the manner in whioh he had been sus¬ 
tained, and for the very flattering vote whioh he 
had received. He desired, farther, to say that he 
wished to withdraw his name. 

[Some clapping of hands, and other marks of 
satisfaction ] 

Mr. Brown, (continuing.) There may be some 
clapping yet on the other side of the House. 
There mill be some clapping yet on the other side 
of the House before we have done. They are not 
exactly out of the woods yet. I would scorn to 
oeoupy that chair under circumstances in which 
my aotion is liable to misrepresentation. 1 have 
always opposed the agitation of this question. I 
look upon slavery as one of the compromises of 
the Constitution; and. whilst there is one drop 
at blood in my views, I will stand by that insti¬ 
tution, and sustain it, as guarantied to thejSouth 
by the Constitution of the United States. And 
1 am gratified that I have it in my power to say 
that l represent, in part, a State which will do the 
same thing. With these remarks, I shall yield 
the floor, remarking only that I hope my friendB 
will look round and unite upon some other gentle¬ 
man who may meet their desires, and upon whom 
they can concentrate their votes. 


Mr. Wilmot, (continuing.) Fair Northern 
men; 1 say nothing more, and this is the result of 
inferences drawn by myself from tbe conversa¬ 
tions, and not from any express declaration on tbe 
part of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Several Voices. Where are the three ao 

Mr. Stanly (addressing Mr. Wilmot) asked if 
it was not possible for the House to have a copy 
of the letter of the gentlemanfrom Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Wilmot. I have not got a copy of the 

Mr. Inge desired to put a question to the gen¬ 
tleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Wilmot expressed his readiness to answer. 

Mr. Inge. I desire to know what the gentleman 
means by the expression* “fair Northern men?” 

Mr. Wilmot. Men who should not be put upon 
the committees from political considerations or 
attachments to party, and especially to this Ad¬ 
ministration—men who would not give their aid 
to stifle the expression of the sentiments of the 
people of the North ; that is what I meant. 

Mr. Inge. Then I do not understand that you 
mean men committed to the Wilmot Proviso? 

Mr. Wilmot. No, sir, by no means; no further 
committed than so far as their aotion here might 
be considered as committing them. 

Mr. Stanly was understood (though scarcely 
heard amidst the confusion) to inquire of the gen¬ 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Wilmot] what 
that public sentiment was to which he alluded. 

Mr. Wilmot. It is that slavery shall go no fur- 

In reply to another question from Mr. Stanly— 

Mr. Wilmot said : 1 believe it to be the senti¬ 
ment of two-thirds of the Northern people, as I 
have stated. 

Mr. W. was understood also to express his be¬ 
lief that the people of the North were opposed to 
the slave traffic in the Distriot of Columbia, pre¬ 
cisely as tbe people of the Southern States were 
opposed to it within their limits, and had made 
laws prohibiting it. 

Mr. Stevens. Has the gentleman no copy of the 
letter’? 

Mr. Wilmot said he had not. 

Mr. Stephens desired to know whether the cor¬ 
respondence did not show just the same state of 
things' as was known to have existed between 
those gentlemen and Mr. Winthrop, previous to 
the election of the last-named gentleman as 
Speaker of the thirtieth Congress? And be wish¬ 
ed to know, also, whether there was any seoret 

Mr. Wilmot. There was no seoret article. 

Mr. Stephens again desired to know whether 
anything had taken place more than that which 
took place two years ago with Mr. Winthrop, when 
certain gentlemen of this House would not vote 
for him as Speaker. 

Mr. Wilmot again briefly explained the con¬ 
versation, and remarked that minorities, however 


| It must be evidenifthat Mr. Brown had taken 
a position he had neither-the courage, the princi¬ 
ple, nor the ability to maintain. His attempts to 
assuage the wrath of tho slaveholding members, 
to explain away bis pledges to the'Free-Soilers, 
to propitiate the South by a delaration of his 
willingness to shed bisblood in defence of the in¬ 
stitution of slavery, are all contemptible, and 
clearly indicate what would have been his course 
had be been elected Speaker. 

The confusion of the House was now exlreme. 
It was impossible for the Clerk to preserve order. 
A grand confessional took place among the South¬ 
ern Democrats, who felt very acutely the disad¬ 
vantage of the position in which they had placed 
themselves. Every one seemed anxious to repent 
aud make manifest his repentance. Many tender 
references were made to “ my constituents.” They 
were inexpressibly eager to save themselves from 
the dread consequences of having voted for a 
Free-Soiler; for this, after all, was their greatest 
grievance. Certainly, it was a bud thing to be 
caught sustaining a two-faced candidate; but fai 
worse, to be found voting for one pledged to Free 
Soil!] 

Mr. Burt remarked— 

It. was due to himself and his Southern friends 
to say that they hail understood the gentlemen 
as standing where the resolution relating to 
Texas had placed him ; not that he was a South¬ 
ern msn, but most distinctly that he was not a 
Wilmot Proviso man—that he occupied the posi¬ 
tion of certain gentlemen on both sides of the 
House upon that question, and therefore that he 
was a fair man, not committed to the South and 
not committed to the North. These considera¬ 
tions had induced him (Mr. B.) and many of his 
Southern friends to vote for the gentleman from 
Indiana. And he begged his honorable friend 
from Virginia, from the Aecomac distriot, who 
had more minute information on the subject than 
he (Mr. B.) possessed, to rise up now and state 
what communications had been made to him. 

Mr. Bayly. I take pleasure in responding to the 
inquiries of my friend from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Burt.] It was known that I had served in 
the 28t.h Congress with the member from Indiana, 
[Mr. Brown;] and when he began to be spoken 
of as Speaker, frequent inquiries were made of 
me as to his opinions and votes on the slavery 
question. Among others; such inquiries were 
made of me by ray friend from Georgia, [Mr. 
Wellborn.] I told him that no one could have 
taken a more unexceptionable course. When a 
gentleman from Massachusetts (the late Speaker 
of this House, Mr. Winthrop) had, in 1S45, moved 
an amendment to the Oregon bill containing the 
Wilmot Proviso, the member from Indiana [Mr. 
Brown] voted against it; and that, upon all other 
occasions, as far as I knew, he had voted with the 
Southern Democracy upon all questions touching 
the subject of slavery. I assured him that no one 
oould present a fairer record. In addition to this, 
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X also informed Mm that 1 knew the member while 
he was in office, and I thought I knew his senti¬ 
ments well; and that 1 would pledge myself he 
was opposed to the agitation of the subject of sla¬ 
very and the Wilmot Proviso in every form and 
shape in whioh it oould be presented. He fMr. 
Wellborn] suggested to me to have a conversa¬ 
tion with the member. 1 did so. 1 told him i 
the pledge 1 had made for him. He assured me 
was perfectly safe in doing 'so. This remark 
repeated to many gentlemen besides my friend 
from Georgia,[Mr. Wellborn,] 

Having said thus much in response to my friend 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt,] I feel it due to 
say a word or two in reference to myself. Sir, 
had I known of the existence and character of the 
correspondence which has been read, and of the 
interviews preceding it, no earthly consideration 
would have induced me to vote as I did. And 1 
am quite sure that such would have been the feel¬ 
ing of the great mass of the members on tMa side 
of the House. 

Mr. Thomas, of Tennessee, (Mr. Burt further 
yielding,) said ho was one of those who had re¬ 
luctantly voted for the gentleman from Indiana 
upon three several votings. He had done so, be¬ 
ing deceived as to the position whioh that gentle¬ 
man occupied ; and he felt it due to himself, and 
to the constituency which he had the honor to 
represent on this floor, to ask of this House, what 
he had no hope they would grant, for leave to 
change his votes on record, and to vote for a man 
who wore but one face, who was true to the North 
or to the South—to one of them—and who was 
not pointing back to the record with one hand and 
signing a pledge with the other. 

Mr. Burt resumed the floor, remarking that ho 
had but a word more to say. They had all.been 
assured that the gentleman from Indiana, who 
had been made so conspicuous on this occasion, 
was committed against the Wilmot Proviso. They 
had had full assurances of this eharaoter from 
that gentlemen and his friends. He ventured t.o 
say, if they had known of this correspondence 
and the gentleman’s answer tothe gentleman frr 
Pennsylvania, there was not a Southern man 
the House but would have regarded it an insult 
to.be asked to vote for him. 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana, said he stood by what 
he had said'to. his Southern friends to the letter. 
In reference tb .the extension of slavery—whioh 
he believed nondtof tnern asked to be effected by 
the direct order of Congress—if a distinct propo¬ 
sition, by way of an amendment, to a Territorial 
bill, were made in this hall to extend slavery, he 
should vote against it. 

Mr. Venable said : I feel it due to myself that 
I shall be relieved from occupying, apparently, a 
false position. A day or two ago 1 declared that 
in no event could I vote for % Free-Soiler or an 
Abolitionist. I afterwards voted repeatedly for 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Brown;] and 
the developments of this mornihg have disolosed 
the fact, that that gentleman wa$. in correspond¬ 
ence with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr 
Wilmot,] the putative father of the Wilmot, Pro¬ 
viso, as to the arrangement of the committees. 
The remarks of the gentleman [Mr. Brown] him¬ 
self, in his vindication, disclose his opposition - - 
the extension of slavery, and his willingness 
give to the people of this District a vote on t 
subject of slavery. I was ignorant of all these 
facts; but from a letter received from that .gen¬ 
tleman during the late Presidential canvass, Iyas 
irresistibly led to the conclusion that he was ut¬ 
terly opposed to Free-Soilism in oil its aspects, 
I called on him in the course of the last few days, 
and before I voted for him, and asked him wheth-: 
er he had changed his opinions on those subjects. 
He replied in the negative. Had 1 known the 
transaction or opinions disclosed this morning, I 
could not have voted for him; and as soon as the 
correspondence between him and Mr. Wilmot 
was acknowledged, I demanded that it should be 
read. It has been read, and the House and my 
constituents will see that, if I have voted other¬ 
wise than I pledged myself to vote, I have been 
acting under a misapprehension offsets after due 
diligence to acquaint myself with them. To be 
deceived presupposes no dereliotion in duty, if 
proper measures have been adopted to get posses¬ 
sion of the truth. 


[The Democracy of the North will take notice 
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is degrad- 


that their Southern brethren will 
man, in favor of Free Soil. 

Mr. Robinson of Indiana here cam 
cue of his colleague, but his defence 
ing, both to himself and his friend ] 

He went so far as to state that, his colleagui 
had taken no position that had yet been developed 
t,o this House inconsistent, for an honorable man. 
He begged gentlemen to hear him; had anything 
been developed that indicated his colleague to be 
a Wilmot-Proviao man ? Is there any such thing 
in the letter to the gentleman from Pennsylvania '? 
Is the fact that a Northern man or any other gen¬ 
tleman states that he is oppossed to the extension 
of slavery tantamount to a declaration that he is 
in favor of an interference with that question by 
Congress? Why, every gentleman knew it Was 
not. Those Southern gentlemen might be in fa¬ 
vor of extending slavery, even though they did 
not ask Congress for a law guarantying " 
sion. They only said, “hands off”— 11 r 
ference.” Though there was a very large portion 
of the people of the North opposed to the Wil¬ 
mot Proviso, there were none anywhere in favor 
of extending slavery, and he had never heard a 
Southern man ask the North to assist them in 
voting for a direct proposition to extend it by a 
law of Congress. 

Mr. Alexander Evans interposed, and desired 
to propound a question to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. McMullen. 1 

So much, then, (ho continued,) in regard to tl 
Wilmot Proviso. His district and his colleagui 
bordered upon each other, and he knew that his 
colleague’s constituents at home believed him to 
be a “ non-interference” man. His colleague bad 
taken that position before his constituents, (as he 
understood,) as he himself had done before his 
constituents. 

Again, the correspondence disolosed this single 
remark—that I will constitute the committees of 
the House, if elected Speaker, in such manner as 
shall be satisfactory to you [Mr. Wilmot] and 
your friends. This simple expression, taken 
isolated, was susceptible of being construed into a 
pledge to these gentlemen; but taken in 


r. Robinson declined to yield for that pur- 


with the conversation out of which the letter 
grew, what did it amount to? His colleague and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania bad both testi¬ 
fied here that all the gentlemanjasked was, that 
in the composition of the committees there should 
be a fair representation of Ml parties. Suppose, 
then, that upon one of these committees there 
should be a majority of non-interference men, 
another portion of pro-slavery men, and a solitary 
representative from the Free-Soil-ranks—would 
that be a committee in favor of the peculiar doc¬ 
trines of Free-Soilism? and would it not,, at the 
same time, be a committee constituted consistently 
with the pledge his colleague had given, that each 
section should have the opportunity of being 
heard ? It was a little remarkable to him that a 
correspondence of this kind should be hunted 
down with such avidity. 

Mr. D. Hubbard (Mr Stanton yielding the 
floor) said that, it was he who had addressed 
the letter to the gentleman from Indiana which 
had been referred to. He had only required non¬ 
interference—nothing more. And he preferred 
a man from the North, that they (the South) might 
show that they wore willing to offer something on 
the altar of our common Union, tie had made 
that declaration to his constituents at home, and, 
after his arrival here, he had addressed the gen¬ 
tleman from Indiana a letter requesting that he 
would call upon him. The gentleman came, and 
showed him the record of his past course. With 
that he (Mr. H.) was satisfied. 

[It will be observed that Southern men as well 
as Northern opened a correspondence with Mr. 
Brown, to ascertain his views and purposes. The 
Intelligencer is shocked at the correspondence be¬ 
tween Messrs. Brown and Wilmot, but has not a 
word to say about tile correspondence of Messrs. 
Brown and Hubbard. It sees a foul intrigue in 
the attempt of Northern men to ascertain the 
principles and policy of a candidate for the Speak¬ 
ership, but seems to think it all fair and honora¬ 
ble that Southern men should make similar at¬ 
tempts. As to. our own views, we shall express 
them in their proper place,] 

Mr. Stanton of Tennessee rose to make his 
confession. He had sinned ignorantly. 

1 am (said he) unfortunately among those who 
voted for the gentleman from Indiana—even “to 
the bitter end.” Like all those gentlemen from 
the South who gave him the same support, I had 
assurances that, in his canvass before the people, 
he had boldly taken ground against that measure 
which has produced all our difficulties, and expos¬ 
ed the Union itself to such imminent danger. 1 
did not. for one moment, deem it possible that he 
could seek an alliance with the authors of this 
mischief, much less that he oould descend to the 
point of promising them all they demanded. I 
feel, sir, that the odium of this transaction, how¬ 
ever unjustly, will in some measure fall upon my¬ 
self, in common with the'whole South. 1 desire 
to throw off this odium ; and I deem it a complete 
justification to say that I could never have sup¬ 
ported that, gentleman, if 1 had entertained the 
least suspicion of such a transaction as that which 
has been disclosed. 

Mr. McMullen of Virginia bore his testimony. 
He heard it rumored last night, at the National 
Hotel, that the gentleman from Indiana had given 
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He (Mr. MeM.) had then remarked to a gen¬ 
tleman that if he'oould satisfy himself of that fact,, 
1 • was one man from the South who would not 
for thegentleman from Indiana. I to had then 
been Introduced to thegentleman. He did not 
satisfy him that the charge was unfounded, , hut 
said that he would bring proofs to him (Mr. McM) 
this morning. These proofs had not been pro¬ 
duced, and his (Mr. McM.’a) mind not being sat¬ 
isfied, he claimed his privilege as an humble mem¬ 
ber, being called upon to cast his vote, to inter¬ 
rogate the gentleman from Indiana. He had 
stated to him that he was charged by Madame 
Rumor with having given a pledge to the Free 
Soil gentlemen, that, in the event of bis being 
elected Speaker, they should be taken care of. 
The gentleman stated that these gentlemen had 
called upon him, and that he had said to them 
that he could give no pledge in advance of his 
election, except that, in the organization of the 


Committee for the District of Columbia and other 
Committees, he would endeavor to place eaeh gen¬ 
tleman where he ought to stand; or, in other 
words, that he Would place gentlemen upon the 
respective committees according to their talents 
and standing. Fie was pleased to hear that decla¬ 
ration from the gentleman. He had then asked 
him if he had given any written pledge to these 
gentlemen, and had received the reply that he 
hud not. Afterwards, in conversation with his 
colleague, [Mr. Bayly,] he (Mr. McM.) had told 
him that he need have no fears upon this subject; 
that he had bad a conversation with the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

Mr. Thompson of Mississippi thought it well 
that these developments had been made il time, 
but he Said gentlemen were not now sufficiently 
composed to go on w|th busiifess, rad he would 
therefore move an adjournment. 

He gave way to Mr. Dunham, on a pledge from 
that gentleman that he would renew the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. D. attempted to defend his colleague, by 
explaining his letter in a way as little offensive to 
Southern men as possible. Commenting on the 
assurance given by Mr. Brown, that he would 
constitute the Committees so as to be satisfsetory 
to Mr. Wilmot and his friends, he said— 

Does any one doubt that at the time he believ¬ 
ed that all that would be necessary to satisfy that 
gentleman and his friends would be to so consti¬ 
tute the Committees of this House that every por¬ 
tion of the people of this Union might in them he 
fairly represented, and have an opportunity to be 
fairly heard ? Then, sir, I aBk gentlemen, if in 
this note my colleague has undertaken to do, 
should he be elected, anything more than as an 
honest and an upright man, as a true republican, 
he would have been bound to do, had no assurances 
been given ? I should like to know, sir, if there 
is a man upon this floor who dare rise in his 
place, and, in the face of the American People, 
say he wishes the House so organized, these Com¬ 
mittees so constituted, that a portion of the Peo¬ 
ple shall have their opinions stifled in this House; 
that they shall not he heard here; and that they 
shall not be permitted to give their opinions to 
their countrymen upon this floor; in short, sir, 
that they shall be ostracised in tbe Halls of their 
National Legislature; in short, sir, there is not a 
man here that dare do it. 

He renewed the motion to adjourn, which pre- 
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Wj” Editorials and news are almost crowded 
out of the £ra this week, by the report of Con¬ 
gressional proceedings; but we knew that our 
readers would not excuse us for a meager report, 
at this crisis, of the doings of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives. 

Oiip correspondents will see why their favors 
are denied a place. We have many poetical a,nd 
prose contributions of great merit, which shall 
receive (lne attention. 


OUR SECOND EDITION. 


Last week we issued, a second edition of the 
Era, inserting in it all of Mrs. Southworth’s 
story, and of the proceedings of Congress, from 
the beginning, for the sake of supplying new 
subscribers.' That edition of 1,200 copies has 
since been entirely exhausted. 

This week, we make a very large addition to 
our regular issue, and for the purpose of obliging 
new subscribers, who are still corning in by scores, 
every mail, we shall print a third edition of the 
Era, containing those portions of “ The Mother- 
in-Lam and, of Congressional proceedings, whioh 
we cannot supply to them in our regular edition, 
so that they may have both matters complete. 

We hope our friends will be prompt, and send 
up our list at once to twenty thousand. As it is, 
they have laid Us under strong obligations, by 
their disinterested zeal for the paper. 


THE GENERAL FUND SUBSCRIBERS, 


The term for which subscribers to t.he General 
Fund were to be supplied with the Era will ex¬ 
pire with the close,of this volume. 


Bayne’s Serial PanoraSa is now open for ex¬ 
hibition at Odd Fellows’ Hall. We saw it in 
Philadelphia, and advise everybody to go and 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


RECEIVED, AND TO BE NOTICED. 


From Flarper & Brothers, New York, through 
Franck Taylor, Washington. 

Tioknor’s History of Spanish Literature. 
Anthon’s Ancient and Medioeval Geography. 
Ripley’s History of the War with Mexico. 
English-Latin Lexicon. 

Noel on Christian Baptism. 

The Ogilvies. 

Sidonia, the Sorceress. 

Chalmers’s Institutes of Theology. 

Roland Cashel, part III. 

The Whale and its Captors. 

Fairy Tales from All Nations, 

From Appleton & Co,, New York, through R. 
Farnham: 

The Caravan ; by G. P. Quaokenbos. 

Easy Lessons in Landscape. 

From J. S. Taylor, Notv York: 

Fleadley’s Miscellaneous Works. 

From Lewis Colby, New York: 

Memoirs of Sarah B. Judson. 

From Fowler & Wells, New York: 

Nervous Diseases of Woman. « 

From E. IT. Butler & Co, Philadelphia: 

A Universal Pronouncing Gazetteer. 

From W. FI. Moore & Co., Cincinnati: 
Aydelotte on the Condition and Prospects of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

The Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil, from J. 
S. Skinner. 

The Ladies’ Repository, Cincinnati. 


THE UNION. 


Woai 


among those who are apprehensive 
for the fate of the Union ; hut, suppose it be in 
danger, what then ? Suppose that it could be 
demonstrated, to the satisfaction of every member 
of Congress from the free States, that,the election 
Proviso Speaker, or the passage of a bill 
through both Houses, with that measure incorpo¬ 
rated in it, would be made the occasion of a South- 
Convention, and the secession of a few States 
of the South, what then ? Would the represent¬ 
atives from the free States be intimidated? Would 
they give back ? Would they, with their decided 
majority, representing two-thirds or three-fourths 
of the voters of the Republic, bow the knee to 
Slavery and recognise its masterdom? If so, 
where would be the freedom of Congress? llow 
oould the non-slavebolding members hereafter apt' 
independently upon any question ? We will have 
the organization of the House, say the Slavery 
men—the committees shall be constituted just as 
we please—touch not the slave trade in the Dis¬ 
trict—surrender to Texas one half of New Mex¬ 
ico—limit the anti-slavery State of California by 
36° 30'—the rest of the territory must be ours— 
not an act, not a word, will we tolerate, repug¬ 
nant to the claims of ourblessed institution—vote 
with us, on every issue we choose to make, or 
will crush you. 

Between such degradation and the secessior 
long threatened, will the free State members be 
lone in choosing? 


PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE ON THE 12th 
INSTANT-W. ,1. BROWN. 


We have given a faithful account of the proceed¬ 
ings on the 12th, with such comments as seemed 
necessary to present them in a proper light. As an 
independent journalist, a sense of duty constrains 
ns to a frank expression of opinion respecting the 
transaction. With our information in relation to 
the public career and the character of Mr. Brown, 
and with our views of the attitude he held towards 
the slaveholding members of Congress, we would 
not have opened any correspondence with him, or 
confided in any pledges he might make on the 
subject of Slavery. His career had been marked 
by entire devotion to Slavehplding interests, and 
we believed him consenting that the South should 
sustain him on the strength of the record of bis 
acts and speeches on the Slavery Question. 

But we were a public journalist, not a member 
of Congress. The Free Soil Representatives had 
battled seven days, with heroic constancy, for a 
Principle dear to their constituents, of priceless 
value in the judgment of the People of the free 
States. They felt the responsibility of their posi¬ 
tion. It is no light matter to contribute even in¬ 
directly to keeping the National Legislature in a 
state of disorganization. Nothing but a great vi¬ 
tal Principle or Interest could justify it. They 
felt themselves justified in voting against the two 
old parties, because those parties were determined 
to organize the House in such a way as to smother 
in Committees the Sentiment of the free States 
on the subject of Slavery. But, to show that 
Moral Principle, not the spirit.of faction, govern¬ 
ed their action, they proclaimed that, the moment 
either Party tendered them a candidate, who, if 
chosen, would constitute the Committees of the 
House so as to give a fair expression to the Senti¬ 
ment of the Non-Slaveholders of the country, he 
Bhould receive their suffrages. 

Messrs. Cobb and Winthrop, the caucus candi¬ 
dates of the old parties, having withdrawn from 
the oontest., the Whigs began to scatter their 
votes, the Democrats to concentrate on Mr. 
Brown of Indiana. He became the only promi¬ 
nent candidate. His past career had been such 
that it could justify no Free Soil man in voting 
for him; but, on this Slavery Question, men are 
changing every day, and Mr. Brown might have 
changed too. His State bad declared in favor of 
the Wilmot Proviso; tbe Democratic Party of 
Indiana, in State Convention, had endorsed the 
measure; his constituency was understood to be 
in favor of it. Under such circumstances, in 
view of the fact that he had become the promi¬ 
nent candidate for the Speakership, and that 
without their action there was no possibility that 
the House could be organized, it seems that the 
Free Soil Men felt it their duty to ascertain from 
him, his present views. The correspondence that 
followed is before onr readers. The assurances 
given by Mr. Brown covered the whole ground 
taken by them. Two of them, under the impres¬ 
sion, we presume, that Mr. Brown was playing a 
double game, receiving votes from Southern men 
on account of opinions which he fraudulently per¬ 
mitted them to Believe he entertained, would 
have nothing to do with him, and on this point, 
(this only,) separated for a moment from their 
associates, who seemed impressed With the idea 
that the Southern men were really giving way, 
not unwilling to be extricated from the very dis¬ 
agreeable predicament in which their attempt to 
make the Wilmot Proviso a bar to office, had 
placed them. With this view, they could not see 
how they could justify themselves before the 
country, in refusing to yield their votes to a 
who had given them such assurances as are found 
in his letter. Determined, however, that their 
acts should be open and aboveboard, they careful¬ 
ly avoided anything like trickery. They sat in 
their places, and, when their names were called 
answered so distinctly that none could mistake 
the man for whom they voted. Of course, every¬ 
body knew at once that such men had a reason 
for their conduct—that they would not violate 
their principles by their votes—and the natural 
inference was, that Mr. Brown’s position was 
satisfactory .to Ahem. 

Painful as the subsequent transactions were, 
they furnish only another instance of that ha¬ 
bitual duplicity which characterizes the two great 
National parties. We never believed that a can¬ 
didate for the Speakership could receive the 
votes of Northern and Southern Whigs, of North¬ 
ern and Southern Democrats, without one or the 
other section being cheated, or sacrificing its 
principles. Should the Northern Whigs or Dem¬ 
ocrats vote for a candidate who, they had good 
reason to believe, would, if elected, so constitute 
the Committees as to deny a fair expression 
the Sentiment of the North, they would sacrifice 
their principles. Should the Southern Whigs or 
Democrats vote for a man who, they had good 
reason to believe, would, if elected, so constitute 
the Committees as to deny expression to the dom¬ 
inant opinion- of the South, they would sacrifice 
their principles.. When-Northern and South¬ 
ern Whigs, or Northern and Southern Demo¬ 
crats, are seen acting together in the choice of a 
Speaker, one section or the other is either sacri¬ 
ficing its professed principles, or the candidate is 
receiving votes on the strength of assurances 
given to both sections—in other words, we infer 
that there is either gross dereliction of principle 
on the part of one or the other section of voters, 
or base duplicity on the part of the candidate. 
How cairit be otherwise ? 

Another remark is suggested by these proceed¬ 
ings. Mr. Howell Cobb, a Slaveholder and Sla- 
very-Extensionist, would, if elected, have organ¬ 
ized the Committees on the Territories and the 
District of Columbia, with a majority of Non-In¬ 
terventionists on each. Every Democratic mem¬ 
ber from the North knew this—and yet, all but 
four, or, if we include the Democratic Free-Soil- 
ers, all but seven, voted for him, doing all they 
oould to make him Speaker—to give him a power 
which they knew he would use to thwart the will 
of their constituents. Now, what return did their 
Southern brethren make for this sacrifice of their 
principles? When Mr. Cobb oould not be elect¬ 
ed, did they give their suffrages to any true rep¬ 
resentative. of Northern Sentiment? A few voted 
for Richardson, or McClernand—exceptions to 
Northern Sentiment. A few voted for Potter, 
but he was advised that his record was not fair in 
a Southern sense, and he was in fact obliged to 
withdraw his name. W. J. Brown wastried, on 
what grounds, with what results, we have seen. 
Fie was voted for by the South with the under¬ 
standing that he was committed to Southern Sen¬ 
timent. Not a Southern Democrat has at any 
time given his suffrages to a man holding opin¬ 
ions on the Slavery Question differing from his 
own; while Northern Democrats have been vo¬ 
ting all the while for candidates With opinions on 
this question precisely antagonistic to their own! 

Now look at the Northern Whig members. 
They know that there is not a Southern Whig 
who. if elected, will not so organize the House 
to suppress all agitation, if possible, of the Sla¬ 
very Question—so as to deny ail utterance 
Northern Sentiment. And yet, repeatedly have 
they voted for Southern men. Mr. Duer declared 
that he voted without any reference to the ques¬ 
tion—that iSj without any purpose to have North¬ 
ern sentiment in regard to Slavery in the Terri¬ 
tories and in the District of Columbia fairly rep¬ 
resented in the Committees of the House. Nay, 
he went so far as to declare that he would even 
give his suffrage to Mr. Toombs of Georgia, 
Speaker—than whom not a more bitter enemy 
the Wilmot Proviso, a fiercer disuniohist, sits 
that House—a man wbo, because the Whig ca 
cus refused to adopt his resolution pledging the 
Whig members not to agitate in any way the 
question of Slavery, withdrew from the caucus, 
and has throughout voted against Mr. Winthrop. 
Mr. Duer said he would support this mai 
Speaker! Flis constituents then, we infer, a 
favor of the perpetuation of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, and of tbe ex¬ 
tension of slavery into Territories now 
Whether the inference be correct, we shall learn 
when they come to pass, upon his conduct a 
ballot-box, 


Mr. Van Dyke, Whig member from New Jer¬ 
sey, voted for Mr. Hilliard of Alabama, fi teen 
minutes after Mr. FI., in tbe hearing of Mr. Van 
Dyke, had made a speech denouncing the “ ef¬ 
frontery ” of Northern men, in attempting to ex¬ 
clude slavery from free territory, and threatening 
disunion and civil war, if Northern men persisted 
pushing the Proviso. What think Mr. Van 
Dyke’s constituents of this? Northern Whigs, 
you may see by the record, voted for Mr. 
Staply of North Carolina, after he had denounced 
Free-Soilism, Wilmot-Provisoism, and “other 
tomfoolery! ” Did they believe that Mr. Stanly, 
if elected, would so organize the Committees of 
the House as to give fair expression to Northern 
Sentiment? They knew better. Messrs. Hamp- 
of Pennsylvania, McGaughey of Indiana., and 
Winthrop of Massachusetts, knew, when they 
gave their suffrages for Mr. Stanly, that he had 
stigmatized the policy of Slavery-Restriction as 
tomfoolery,” and that, if elected, he would use 
his power as Speaker to stifle the sentiment, to 
baffle the will of their constituents. The same 
may he said of Messrs. Baker of Illinois and Ches¬ 
ter Butler of Pennsylvania, who found themselves 
side by side with those extreme pro-slavery men, 
Stephens and Toombs of Georgia, voting for 
Morehead of Kentucky, an Anti-Proviso man! 

And yet all these Northern Representatives 
tell their constituents that they are opposed to 
slavery and its extension. They could not be 
otherwise elected. But how do they carry out 
their opposition? By doing what in them lies to 
organize the House on the Cass principle of Non- 
Intervention ! 

Do Southern Representatives discharge their 
duties to their constituents in a similar manner? 
Do they not always stand up to their Principles 
this Question, while Northern Representa¬ 
tives are forever yielding? And yet the People 
of the free States wonder at the power of slave¬ 
holding members, who, though in a minority, con¬ 
trol to a great extent the deliberations of Con¬ 
gress ! 

The evil and the cause of it are seen; the 
imedy is in their own hands. Will they apply 
it? If not, let them quit talking about Slavery, 
and make up their minds to submit meekly and 
silently t« all its requirements. 


CONGRESSS. 


The debates in the Plouse have been so inter¬ 
esting and important, that we have little room for 
anything else in this week’s number. We have 
excluded from our report everything irrelevant 
unimportant, and interposed in brackets Buch 
comments as we thought necessary to explain pro¬ 
ceedings or exhibit them in theirproper bearings. 

The fierce Disunion speeohes of Mr. Toombs 
and his associates will excite the indignation of 
the American People. The press of the North 
already begins to thunder its denunciations 
against men who would plunge tbe country into 
the horrors of a civil war because they fear Con¬ 
gress may interpose to preserve Freedom in the 
Territories. All eyes are fixed upon Congress, 
nen of all parties in the free States exclaim 
with one voice, “ Let the non-slaveholding repre¬ 
sentatives stand firm.” 

The Albany Evening Journal says that “the 
People would rather sink fifty thousand a day 
than have their representatives succumb to the 
intrigues and dictation of a few fanatical propa¬ 
gandists of slavery.” * * * “ The revolting 
members of Congress, led by Mr. Toombs, e 
dently expect to gain another advantage, but 
this they must be disappointed. Not even t 
threat of Dissolution will now drive from their 
position men whose duty it is to defend Free Soil 
from the invasion of Slavery.” * * * “ 
ifornia and New Mexico come into the Union 
Free. Threats of Division, withdrawal from 
Congress, call of a Southern Convention, threat¬ 
ened Dissolution, or even attempted Dissolution, 
will not change the determination of the friends 
of Freedom. 1 f needs be, the strength of the Uni 
must be tried. It certainly is not strong, enough 
to force any more Slave Territory upon us. But 
it is strong enough, unless we err greatly, to pro¬ 
tect California and New Mexico in the possession 
of the Freedom they enjoyed under the Mexioan 
Government.” 

The Pittslmrg Mercury, an able Democratic pa¬ 
per of the conservative stamp, says— 

“ The pro-slavery men are determined to_ 

trol the action of the Flonse, in the appointment 
of committees, and the right to the floor, in public■■ 
debate, when the question about the further ex¬ 
tension of slavery into free territory shall come 
up for consideration. Let tbe friends of Freedom 
stand firmly together; no compromise must ' 
made with the party that would perpetuate 
evil, which all deplore, and none should see 
couraged and fostered.” 

The North American, a very conservative Whig 
paper, commenting on the course and designs of 
Messrs. Toombs. Stephens, & Co., has the follow¬ 
ing significant paragraph: 

“ If this be the seditious scheme of the men of 
the South, the mm of the North have but one recourse, 
and there should be no time lost in appealing t, ’’ 
Party ftuis must be forgotten mhen the Vnioi, 
endangered. Let all the faithful of all par 
unite for the purpose of nipping mischief in the 
bud,by the immediate organization of the House. 
" ratter, now, who is Speaker, provided he be 
n who is true to the Union. Let the Flouse 
organize at once; and let its first measure be the 
adoption of a resolution declaring it a disorderly 
and infamous act, an outrage upon the People of 
the United States, for any member to advocate 
or to threaten a dissolution of the Union; and 
let every member guilty of such disorderly and 
infamous act., and such outrage upon the People of 
the United States, be punished by tbe ignominy 
of immediate expulsion. No such person should 
be allowed to disgrace the American People by his 
presence in Congress.” 

Party feuds must be forgotten among the rep¬ 
resentatives of the free States when the Union is 
endangered! Let that advice be taken, and the 
-slaveholders, with their thirty-nine majority, 
soon put an end to the bravado of the Sla¬ 
very-Propagandists. 

The Baltimore Clipper, an independent Taylor 
paper, says “ tbe language used by Toombs and 
other Southern members was uncalled for and 
proper, and we are persuaded will be regretted 
by them on more cool reflection. How could these 
gentlemen carry their threats into execution ? By 
withdrawing from the Flouse? Were they 
o imprudently, they could not arrest legisla- 
or stop the wheels of Government. The 
whole of the Southern delegations would 
Unite with them—the members from Maryland 
certainly would not; for so strong is the attach- 
for the Union in this State, that the repre¬ 
sentative who Would assist to dissolve it, would 
stamped as a traitor to his country, and indig¬ 
nantly required to resign.” 

The foregoing extracts clearly indicate the 
versal sentiment of the Press and People not 
wedded to the harbarous in^itution of Slavery. 

We may add that we are receiving letters by 
every mail from all quarters of the Union, and 
the profoundest anxiety is felt that the repre¬ 
sentatives. of Freedom should yield not a hair’s 
breadth of the stand they have taken. “ L 
know the men, they say, who in this hour of trial 
shall he found faltering—we will take ca 


NON-INTERVENTION vs. THE PROVISO. 


NOT FACTIOUS. 


The Free Soil party has acted with great liber¬ 
ality. It has tendered any of its own members, 
whom the House mightchooseto select for Speak¬ 
giving it the choice of Whig or Democrat; and 
still furtherfto show its liberality, it has offered 
to support one of the most distinguished members 
of tbe Whig party, and one of the most substan¬ 
tial, thorough, and respectable members of the 
Democratic party. Last Saturday, a portion of 
them cast their votes for the Hon. Thaddeus Ste- 
known all over the country as a leading 
Whig, but even all of his Whig colleagues from 
lame State wottld not support him. They 
could throw their votes for Slavery Whigs ; but 
not for the ablest man of their delegation, known 

be in favor of Free Soil. 

Another portion indicated their willingness to 
sustain Mr. Strong of Pennsylvania, an experi¬ 
enced, a faithful, and most respectable member of 
the Democratic party; but their liberality met 
with no response. 

Seeking nothing for themselves, they have 
stood ready, at any moment, to vote for any can¬ 
didate, Whig or Democrat, who would appoint 
the committees of the House so as to give a fair 
expression to the Public Sentiment of the coun¬ 
try. Less they could not ask—but this they have 
been able to obtain. Hence, the disorganiza¬ 
tion of Congress. 

Whom will the People hold responsible ? 


A STRANGE MOVEMENT. 


On Monday, Mr, GOodenow, a Whig member 
from Maine, offered tbe following resolution in 
the House: 

Besolved, That Robert C. Winthrop, of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, be and he hereby is appointed Speak¬ 
er; and J. Forney, of Pennsylvania, be aDd be 
hereby is appointed Clerk; and J. W. Johnson, 
of Virginia, be and he hereby is appointed Post¬ 
master of this House.” 

This resolution was offered by a Whig, and 
sustained generally by Whig members. Now, 
who is J. W. Forney ? A Cass Democrat, who, 
editor of the Pennsylvanian of Philadelphia, 
has equalled, if not surpassed, the editor of the 
Washington Union, in his bitter denunciation of 
Free-Soilism, tbe Wilmot Proviso, and every 
form and degree of Anti-Slavery agitation^and 
wbo, as a candidate for the Clerkship, has been 
resting his hopes of success upon the favor of 
slaveholding members. This is the man whom 
Whig members, all of them professing deep 
devotion to Free Soil and the Wilmot Proviso, 
offered to make the Clerk of the House, if the 
Democrats would make Mr. Winthrop Speaker! 

The New York Tribune has a great horror of 
coalitious: what does it think of this one? We 
are sure the Anti-Slavery Whigs of the country 
will tolerate no such bargaining as this. 


OHIO LEGISLATURE. 


We regret to see that the Senate of Ohio has 
not yet effected a choice of Speaker, The vote 
is equally divided between Messrs. Swift and 
Randall, both Free-Soilers—Mr. Swift receiving 
the entire Democratic and Mr. Randall the entire 
Whig vote. This state of things must work 
harm to the Free Soil cause. Why cannot Mr. 
Randall magnanimously terminate it, by voting 
for Mr. Swift, by whose support he was himself 
elected Speaker last year? Surely, under the 
circumstances, this is not too much to expect from 




CONGRESS. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION. 


Thursday, December 13,1849. 

SENATE. 

The Senate met and adjourned as usual. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

[The galleries to-day were as usual crowded 
with spectators. The extraordinary scene of yes¬ 
terday was followed up by a debate, no less extra¬ 
ordinary. We have not room to give it at full 
length, nor is it desirable to do so, much of it be¬ 
ing entirely unimportant. We shall depend 
chiefly on the full and accurate report of the 
Daily Globe ] 

The Journal having been read, Mr. Brown of 
Mississippi offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Howell Cobb, of Georgia, is 
hereby chosen Speaker of tbe. Flonse of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the thirty-first Congress. 

Mr. Brown, in the course of his remarks advo¬ 
cating the resolution, claimed a majority for the 
Democratic party on the floor of the House. 

Mr. Levin wished to know how, then, he could 
hold the Whigs, being in the minority, responsi¬ 
ble for the organization of the House. 

Mr. Brown replied that he had considered it 
unnecessary to explain what every gentleman 
knew, that a portion of that majority was made 
up of Free Soil Democrats, who had heretofore 
refused to act 'with the great body of their party, 
as the Whig Free-Soilers had refused to act with 
theirs; and without them they (the Democrats) 
were unable to command a majority of the votes 
of the House. The question was, whether the 
Whig party would lend them sufficient support to 
elect a man, or whether they should continue their 
votings for Speaker ad infinitum ? 

Mr. Thompson of Pennsylvania obtained tbe 
floor, and offered tbe following resolution 

Resolved, That the members present will pro¬ 
ceed to vote, by ballot, for Speaker, and will, un¬ 
der the resolution, continue to ballot until four 
o’clock this day, unless a Speaker be sooner elect- 
’ and that no motion to adjourn, or for any 


But, sir, if the organization of this House is to 
be followed by the passage of these bills—if these 
outrages arc to be committed upon my people, I 
trust in God, sir, that my eyes have rested upon the 
last Speaker of the. House of Representatives. This 
expression is not the ebullition of feeling; it 
contains sentiments 1 have well considered and 
often expressed, publicly and privately. They 
‘' ‘ entertained in common with the people I repre- 
it. And I tell gentlemen, if these measures be 
passed, there will be but one determination at the 
South—one solemn resolve to defend their homes 
and maintain their honor. Let this issue corns 
when it may, and you will find every Southern 
sinew converted into a spring of steel, t do not 
utter this as a threat. I am proud to believe that 
our race on both sides of the line are equally brave; 
but gentlemen will find a difference between men 
contending for their firesides, and therobbers who 
are seeking to despoil them of their rights, and de¬ 
grade them before the world. If there be any 
Southern man wbo would refuse to stand by his 
country in such an emergency, [“There are 
none,” said several voices,] he would not merely 
be execrated by his own people, hut his own chil¬ 
dren would heap enrses upon his grave. 

[This was the beginning of a scene, which 
from every indication our eye could detect, seem¬ 
ed to be got up with tbe express view of intimi¬ 
dating tbe Northern members, Every art, so far, 
bad failed, to bring them- all to the support of a 
Slavery-Extensionist, and it was now thought 
proper to try the crack of the whip. Mr. Meade’s 
flourishes, however, were ineffectual. His threats 


oautious. He had listened to the remarks of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] 
with pleasure, as he always did; lor though 
he did not always concur in all the gentleman 
spoke, he was usually out and out—you knew 
where to find him. But as the thing had pro¬ 
gressed, though more interesting, it became more 
confused. He had only a promiscuous idea of it. 
But he had heard the din, seen the dust, and 
smelt the smoke of the fight ; and the way the 
“ chivalry” had charged upon their quondam can¬ 
didate—particularly towards the close of the bat¬ 
tle-—had satisfied him (Mr. R) that it would be 
as well never to get into any fuss with those gen¬ 
tleman, if he could help it. It reminded him oi 
the wood-out he had Reen, representing a band 
of prairie wolves which had got a buffalo-calf. 
| Laughter ] Flis eyes, glared, and they were at 
him on all sides — one pulling one Way, and 
another that—some getting on to the backs of the 
there, to get. a nip at him. It was a most gallant 
mne.! [A laugh ] 

He (Mr. R) did not know that he was suffi¬ 
ciently acquainted with the gentleman from Indi¬ 
ana to indulge the expressions of his compassion 
for him; but he confessed he felt bad. But ii 
a glorious fight! (laughter] and, what w 


never disturb the equanimity of the HouBe: he 
has been revelling in visions of fire and fagot, 
ever since his advent in Congresa But, we sup¬ 
pose, he thought it worth while to test the nerves 
of the new members. On the whole, they stood 
the shock with exemplary composure. 

We are inclined to think that, in the pro¬ 
gramme. he was to be followed by the gallant 
Toombs of Georgia, but, unluckily, Mr. Root in¬ 
tervened with a speech, anything but combustible. 
We quote tbe whole of it, as reported in tbe 
Daily Globe; though the report does not do full 
justice to the speaker. While he was speaking, 
the members, especially from the slave States, 
gathered round him, and none seemed to enjoy 
the fun more than they.] 


irious fight! [laughter] and, what wa 
the battle waged hotter and hotter, a 
the victim’s strength Was almost spent, his tongue 
out, and his eyes glaring, his assailants flashed 
fiercer and fiercer. [Laughter.] Well, now, if that 
man was not brought to a condition where be 
oould be trusted on the Slavery question, he 
would like to know how aDy man could be. 
[Laughter.] 

[After one or two sentences, of which the words 


by the reporter, Mr. R. further said : | 

He meant no offence to the gentleman from In¬ 
diana, or any other gentleman who saw fit to try 
a similar experiment. The time had been when 
the highest recommendation to the Demccraey of 
the North was, that a man was entirely satisfac¬ 
tory to the Democrats of the South, But. accord¬ 
ing to his almanac, that time had passed, never to 
return. Northern gentlemen must satisfy their 
folks at home after this. 


The Baltimore doctrine of Non-Intervention, 
dorsed by General Gass, is tbe principle sought 
to be established by tbe struggle of the slave¬ 
holding members for the Speakership of the 
Flouse. 

The contest is between Non-Intervention and 
the Proviso; between Slavery-Extension and 
Slavery-Restriction. Southern members are. will¬ 
ing to Support a Northern candidate, provided he 
be a Non-Interventionist: they will not giye 
their votes to a candidate in favor of Slavery- 
Restriction. 

The issue has been made by tbe slaveholding 
members, and Northern members are not true to 
their trust, when they blink this question, and 
vote for an Anti-Proviso candidate. 

Non-Intervention can triumph now only through 
the treoohery of representatives from the free 
States. 


other purpose, shall be made until the hour above- 
named shall have arrived. 

Mr. Thompson thought it all-important that 
the Flouse should be organized. Tbe country 
was alarmed—it would go forth to the world that 
dangers exist in organizing the Congress of the 
United States. They had tried the viva npce mode 
of election nine or ten days without result. He 
was in favor of that mode—it was a usage of his 
party—but he was willing for one day at least to 
try the ballot. It was an experiment, snd might 
accomplish the result. It would do no harm 
try. For himself, he sought no shelter, and he 
did not impute a want of independence to any 
member. 

Mr. Carter of Ohio submitted the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That any person who may be elected 
Speaker of this House shall be divested of the 
power to construct the District and Territorial 
Committees, and that the same shall bo made by 
a vote of the House. 

Mr. Carter thought that (he.FIouse was involv¬ 
ing itself in a premature controversy on the sub¬ 
ject of slavery—making a grave issue upon a 
mere ceremonial matter. It was ridiculous to 
carry local views into the contest for tbe Speak¬ 
ership. A Speaker should be chosen, not in ref¬ 
erence to his peculiar views on local questions, but I 
on account of his general , qualifications and abil¬ 
ities. He hoped gentlemen would put on end to 
the disorganized attitude in which they had pre¬ 
sented themselves sinoe the meeting of Congress. 

Mr. Meade said: Neither of the resolutions 
before the House strikes at the root of the evil 
which affects the House. We have been acting 
for eight days a farce before the people, at a cost 
to them of 5-3,000 a day, which all wdl agree is 
becoming less and less entertaining. Tlie cause 
which has prevented the organization of the House 
is the fear of the introduction of bills before the 
House from.certain committees, which will pro¬ 
duce discussion and agitation on a question which 
threatens the peace an&integrity of the Country— 
bills which, if passed, will either destroy'this 
Confederacy, or enslave a large portion of it. 
Under the pressure of the present difficulties 
which surround us, a fair opportunity is offered 
to draW forth from both sides of the Flouse all the 
conservative materials of which each is composed. 

I have anxiously looked for some Curtius from 
the North, who, regardless of personal conse¬ 
quences to himself, will leap into the gulf which 
yawns, for the peace and happiness.of this Union, 
Sir, let a proposition be made and supported by 
those who are desirous of crushing this demon of 
discord, for the purpose of uniting the conserva¬ 
tism on both sides, in opposition to any measure 
which shall look to the abolition of slavery in the 
District, or a prohibition of it in the Territories. 
If such a proposition should be adopted, I should 
be willing to take a Speaker from either side of 
tbe House, relying upon him to carry out the 
views thus expressed by a majority of this body. 


Mr. Root remarked upon the great difficulty 
which he had in telling what was theprecise ques¬ 
tion before the House, three propositions, he said, 
having been made, viz: the first, to elect the 
Speaker by ballot; the second, to deprive the 
Speaker of powers usually exercised by him in 
reference to constituting the committees; and the 
third, to moderate the spirit of anarchy which 
was abroad in the land. He would endeavor to 
notice these propositions in their order. 

He proceeded to express his opposition to the 
vote by ballot, stating that while he disclaimed 
imputing any such intentiop to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Thompson,] or to his 
colleague, [Mr. Schenck,] who had previously of¬ 
fered a similar proposition, it would be likely to 
be construed by the people as a proposition to 
enable gentlemen, by skulking under tbe ballot, 
to vote differently from the manner in whioh they 
would vote when a record was made. He argued 
that the proposition was in violation of the spirit 
of the constitutional provision, which required 
the votes of gentlemen to be recorded by yeas and 
nay s, if so small a, number as one-fifth of the mem¬ 
bers present, demanded it, and expressed for him¬ 
self the desire to have recorded all the votes oast 
by him in his representative capacity, so that every 
one of the 109,000 free people whom he represent¬ 
ed should have the opportunity of knowing how 
he voted. 

Fie next noticed the proposition made by his 
colleague from the Stark district, [Mr. Carter,] 
to deprive the Speaker of the power of appoint¬ 
ment of certain committees, and said it reminded 
him of the performance which he had heard had 
somewhere been advertised to be play ed—of Ham- 
iet, with the part of Hamlet omitted 7 [A laugh.] 
He held that the man. who was fit to be elcoted to 
fill the office of Speaker—the third only in rank, 
influence, and consideration, in the Government- 
should not be divested of his most important func¬ 
tions, viz: the appointment of the committees of 
the House. Moreover, if the proposition were 
adopted, he reckoned, yea, being a Yankee, he 
guessed, that theHouse would have about as much 
trouble in appointing each member of the three 
committees whose appointment was proposed to be 
taken from the Speaker. The same old question 
would arise; the same terrible demon would have 
its horns up. It would not answer for a good 
dodge. If it were intended to open a hole for 
tender-tooted Free. Soil Democrats to escape by, 
it would not answer the purpose. They could 
not get out of it. No; they must face the music— 
God help them! This House would continue to 
present itself in a “disorganized attitude,” (to use 
the language of his colleague, Mr Carter,).a good 
while before those gentlemen escaped through 
such a loophole; and if they got through, they 
would find worse troubles just beyond. It was a 
poor device, if that were its object. Of course he 
did not impute to his colleague any such design, 
for he took the gentleman to be one of those who 
were in the habit of marching boldly up and tak¬ 
ing the animal by the horns. Certainly there 
was no want of veh emence and decision in the gen¬ 
tleman’s manner; he (Mr. R.), reckoned that the 
matter would be pretty much of tbe same sort, 
particularly if there was no such loophole as this 
left. He repeated, it would Dot do. The same 
difficulty whioh the proposition sought to avoid, 
-would, if it were adopted, remain in the appoint¬ 
ment of eaeh individual of the three committees. 
The committees were composed of nine members 
each; three times nine were twenty-seven ; so that 
they might have twenty-seven times as much diffi¬ 
culty as at present, with the exception that he 
supposed his senior colleague [Mr. Giddings] 
would be appointed upon the Committee on the 
District of Columbia unanimously, as a matter of 
course. [A laugh.] 

He now came to tbe other matter—tbe dissolu¬ 
tion of the Union, or that kind of moderation 
which was to prevent it. He trusted, with the 
calm, moderate counsels of such gentlemen as the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meade,] 
we would get along without dissolution. [A 
laugh.] Nothing was bettor calculated to allay 
all such agitation than the kind of speeohes of 
which they had just heard a specimen from that 
gentleman. [Laughter ] However, if dissolution 
must come, why, the sooner the better. Let it 
come before the House was organized; for he took 
it, that if they were to dissolve in their present 
“ disorganized attitude,” it would not be binding. 
[A laugh.] It would not be irremediable. There 
would be some hope that it might be set aside. So, 
if dissolution were to be the result, be said the 
sooner the better—before the House wag organ¬ 
ized ; for if, after organization, it should come by 
some such process as reporting a bill for the abo¬ 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia, why 
then would come the time for fight in defence of 
the wife, the little ones, the household gods, and 
all other household furniture ! 

The gentleman from Yirginia [Mr. Meade] had 
said he had been waiting, until bis patience ws 
exhausted, to see some Northern man come foi 
ward with the olive-branch! The gentleman 
said he had expected it! Now he (Mr. R.) desir¬ 
ed to know if that gentleman, and other South- 
gentlemen, really expected any such thing ? 


He (Mr. R.) looked around here and _ _ 

overflowing with patriotism— chock- full; but he 
did not see any one he thought particularly am¬ 
bitious of political martyrdom. If a Northern 
man oould be found to come forward and stultify 
not only himself, but his constituents and the 
whole North, by saying that they would not meet 
this question, he was provided for! Let Mm be¬ 
speak the fagots, [a laugh,] and if ho had a wife 
aud as many children as John Rogers, let them 
all get their Sunday clothes on, for they would 
want to see their daddy for the last time. [Laugh- 


lie noticed the computation made by Mr. 
Brown, of Mississippi, to show that the Demo¬ 
cratic party had the majority in the House, and 
expressed his doubts as to its correctness. lie did 
not know the gentleman’s data; but his word for 
it. to make out a majority to enable them to elect 
a Speaker, that party would have to reckon some 
of the rankest kind of Free-Soilers—not. only 
Wilmot-Proviso men, but the Wilmot Proviso 
himself; and referred, in a manner which elicited 
much merriment, to the attempt by which they 
had yesterday, by combining so incongruous ele- 
mems, come so near electing a Speaker, which, 
however, was d efeated by a very few leaks, owing 
to a defective cooperage. [A laugh.] They had 
almost come it —not quite. There was nothing, 
however, in that result, he thought, to discourage 
them. They should keep on trying. There was 
no knowing how it would work. The South had 
stood up well ;..and yyhat was more, they would not 
stand any aspersion upon their candidate. There 
was getting to be a very desirable union. And 
he judged—though,.owing to the “ noise and confu¬ 
sion,” he had not. heard very distinctly—that the 
policy which their candidate proposed to pursue 
was precisely that advocated by his (Mr. R.’s) col¬ 
league- [Mr. Carter] to-day, viz ■ to leave out tbe 
three committees; or, in other wofds, their Speak- 
ker—in case he had been elected—was to appoint 
thorn to the satisfaction of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wilmot.] There was Flam- 
let, with the ITamlet omitted ! Why, they had got 
t.he thing all out and dried—the whole arranged. 
Fie did not want to interfere in this difficulty 
at all. He knew better. He was not so fond 
of a fight as to lead him into it. He had seen 
enough of “ the chivalry” to make him a little 


olared himself a Union m 

come, he had a request to make; he spoke m. 
only for his constituents, but for the whole North¬ 
west Territory over whioh the Jeffersonian Ordi- 
nce was stretched. When Southern gentlemen 
me to divide the Union, they would have to bear 
mind that the people of that country had a very 
strong idea that the Mississippi river — to say 
nothing about the bank of the Mississippi river— 
~~~i a part of that Territory, from its month to 
souroe. [A laugh ] We furnish the water, 
[Renewed laughter.] Depend upon it, depend 
upon it, (he wanted now to raise almost as high 
a climax as the gentleman from Virginia had 
reached.) depend upon it, that the M ississippi river 
—ms free as long as water runs down hill! 

Mr. R. resumed his seat amid much merriment. 
[The good humor produced by this speech was 
on disturbed by rather a threatening scene. Mr. 
Duer rose, apparently for the purpose of making 
a conciliatory speech, showing the necessity of 
mutual concessions among the parties in the 
House. There were three parties, neither having 
the majority, he said, and no election oould take 
place, except by the combination of some two of 
them. A union between the Democrats and the 
Free-Soilers bad been attempted yesterday, with¬ 
out success, it followed, that a compromise of 
ome sort must be made between the two great 
parties, or the attempt to organize the Hoiist 
; be abandoned. For his own part, so. anxious 
he that an organization should be effected, 
that he was willing to organize in almost any way. 
by electing to the Speaker’s chair either a Whig! 
or a Democrat, or a Free-Soiler — any one. in 
short, except a Disunionist. Fie never would give 
his vote for any man whom he believed to be in¬ 
imical to the Union j 

Mr. Bayly (interposing) said: There are no 
disunionists in this House. 

Mr. Duer. I wish I could think so, but I fear 
there are. 

Mr. Bayly. Who are they? Point them out. 
Mr. Duer. I believe there are some from your 
vn State; I think I see one of them now, (point¬ 
ing to Mr. Meade, of Virginia.) 

Mr. Meade. It is false. 

Mr. Duer. You are a liar, sir. 

Quick as thought, Mr. Meade made a rush 
towards Mr. Duer, but was immediately surround¬ 
ed by his friends, as was also Mr. Duer, who re¬ 
mained standing in the position in which he had 
spoken. 

Indescribable confusion followed—threats, vio¬ 
lent gesticulations, calls to Order, and demands 
for adjournment, were mingled together. The 
Flouse was like a heaving billow. 

The Clerk called to order, but there were none 
to heed him. 

Some time elapsed. 

The Sergeant-at-arms of the late House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, Nathan Sargent, Esq., now took the 
mace in his hand, and descending along the crowd 
of members, held it up on high. 

Cries of “ Take away the mace; it has no au¬ 
thority here.” 

[For a few minutes, the commotion was threat¬ 
ening. The House was unorganized, without a 
Speaker, without a Police, without any mode of 
enforcing order; and many seemed to apprehend 
general melde : some members were seen has- 
ming from their seats to tbe galleries, to protect 
their families. But the good sense of the mem¬ 
bers supplied the want of a police, or of rules. 
Order was restored without difficulty, and the 
House recovered its Wonted calmness. 

Mr. Duer resumed his remarks, appealing to 
the Houbc earnestly to come to some kind of an 
amicable arrangement in relation to the Speaker- 
ship, professing his willingness to vote in entire 
disregard of sectional views. 

Mr. MoLane, of Maryland, opposed all attempts 
at any arrangement between the two great parties 
He believed the Democrats had a majority; thal 
Mr. Cobb would have been elected, bad he cams 
forward as a candidate untrammeled by a party 
nomination; that the one thing necessary was 
union and perseverance on the part of the Demo 
cratic members. He moved to lay all tbe propos 
tions on the table, hut waived the motion at th< 
request of Mr. Toombs, one of tbe recusam 
Whigs of Georgia. Mr. Toombs, we are incline] 
to think, was the speaker, in the programme, whi 
was to follow up the onset of Mr. Meade. W< 
observed that, when he rose, the extreme pro 
slavery men,’who are for “ resistance at all haz 
ards and to the last extremity,” sprung from theii 
seats, and, apparently much excited, rushed to thi 
aisle in which the Georgian stood, ready to maki 
his charge. He commenced with great rapidity 
of utteranoe, and vehemence, nay, fury of gesticu 
lation ; the Disunionists, closely gathered aboul 
began their part of the scene, by vio¬ 
lent clapping, especially at those parts of t.h( 
speech whioh breathed the rankest hostility 
against the Union. It was a strange speotaole ir 
that Hall—the orator, with his face suffused witl 
passion, every musole in his system working ii 
agony of gesticulation, -with clenched fist- 
thundering upon the desk beside him, denounc 
ing with demoniacal fierceness the Union, whii< 
some twenty or thirty kindred spirits about him 
filled the Hall with their mad applause, utterly 
regardless of the proprieties of the place, of thei 
position as the lawgivers of a great Republic, am 
of the feelings of the great majority of the Repre 
sentatives from all sections of the Union, Who sa 
their places, abashed and mortified at the inde 
cent exhibition. It will he observed that., with a 
little interruption ns possible, Mr. Coleoek o 
South Carolina, Mr. Stevens of Georgia, and Mi 
Hilliard of Alabama, followed in quick sucoessioi 
on the same side, and in sympathetic strain, con 
firming the suspicion that the whole scene wa 
preconcerted, for the purpose of exciting th 
fears of the members of the free States. 

We proceed now with the report of Mr. Toomhi 
speech:] 

Mr. Toombs said the difficulties in the way of th 
organization of this House are apparent and wel 
understood here, and should be understood by th 
country. A great sectional question lies at th 
foundation of all these troubles. The disgracefu 
events of yesterday, and the explanations conse 
quent upon their exposure, prove conclusively 
that the Democratic party and the Free-Soiler: 
were both acting in reference to it. The Souther] 
Democrats were satisfied, from the public cours 
and private assurances both of the member whor 
they supported and his friends, that he was wot 
thy of trust upon these important sectional hsuei 
The disclosures which were made proved that the 
were mistoken ; and with a promptness honorabl 
to them, they instantly withdrew their suppor 
and left the discredit to fall where it properly b< 
longed. The Free-Soilers, who were engaged i 
the discreditable conspiracy, secretly and disboi 
orahly sought .t o acquire advantages in the orgai 
ization of the House by private pledges, conceale 
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and intcndod to be concealed from the great m 


1 have cheerfully voted far as it may be ii 


jority of those whose votes were necessary to elect for the honorable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. it to them, regardless of threats, here or else- 
the person for whom they voted They sought, by Toomb g] and dld on yeaterday vote for the dis- where ' 

a discreditable trick, to Becure those advantages >' , ' _ rM _ Mr. Coloock of South Carolina should have 

in the organization, which they had not the cour- Anguished member from Kentucky, [Mr. More- ^ ■ compiled to 

age or the boldness openly to demand. They af- head.] Sir, in voting thus, as in voting for Mr. . , ' ^ P . 

footed to rely on a written pledge, which they Winthrop, I have desired to select a Whig as resfcram himself till Mr. Cleveland had finished, 
knew was given in fraud and treachery. I leave Speaker known to me and t0 the C0U ntry. I have He tbeu bore b!s tc8timon 7 with S reat solem - 
tbe morality and honesty of this party to be tested 1 . ’ . . nity.l 

by the simple fact of this transaction, with the not asked > and 1 wulJ not tha * b,s °P ml f s The gentleman (said hel has alluded to the 
single remark that these are the men whose con- upon the subject of slavery should influence him fcrvid J= d i mpass ; 011ed language which has fallen 
sciences have no rest, on account of what they call in the selection of committees; but I do desire f rom the lips of Southern gentlemen to-day. I 
the sin of slavery. The Whig party presented he should be a Whig, constant and reliable, can assure that gentleman, and this House, that I 
and with this I have been and would be content," desire not to make this question a subject for 
great, majority of that party. No pledges w ore w , „ . , , . . .. ., „ .. rhetorical display; and he is greatly mistaken if 

asked by the Northern members of that party, for While expressing a doubt whether the South- , „„„i, „„„ „„ 


sions made to their opinions and wishes. He was 
in favor of sitting here, and not giving gentlemen 
representing any extreme a further opportunity 
to strike at what he conceived to be public disor- 
orgmization. Were there not friends enough of 
order and of union in this Hall now, after the 
declaration of opinions from all the extremes, to 
say that they would no longer procrastinate, but 
would proceed to the despatch of the public busi- 


•, Cleveland, Dimmick, Doty, Pitch, ity, ho shall be declared elected ; 


Hammond, Harlan, Hoagland, Morris, Peck, 


Stetson, Sweetzer, Walden, Waldo, Whittlesey, until a choice of Speaker is made 
n„„ <«**“> *** «* 


lor every vote taken, of extending the term of his office, so 


asked by the Northern members of that party, for While expressing a doubt whether the South- he ^£ the feeH g of J member on 

the very Buflicient reason that, being in a majority ern members could be in earnest in their threats this floor, from any section of the Union, 
of nearly three to one, they were very abundantly 0 f Disunion, the following colloquy took place : I desire to regard it in all its solemnity and im- 

able to take care of themsel ves. I did not act with Mr Wallace, of gout)l Carolina. We Will portanee, and with a full view of all the conse- 

them because the events oi the past, of the present, teach that ^ are jn earnesti . quences that surround it. In this spirit I declare 

and the prospect of the future, force the conviction Mr- Baker j ehould be obliged to gentlemen that I believe the South is prepared to teach the 

on my mind that the interests of my section of the ;f ft M m me how thi3 6 kn0w i| dge sha ll North that she is in earnest; and I here pledge 
Union are in danger, and 1 am therefore unwilling be ; y rted s myself, that if any hill should be passed at this 

to surrender the great power of the Speaker’s chtnr ' Mr r Wallace . When I said theywould teach Congress abolishing slavery in the District of 

without obtaining security for the future We j gpoke in tbe Bame of the people of the Columbia, or incorporating the Wilmot Proviso 

have just listened to strong appeals upon the ne- Sou ’ th and j my op i n j OD they will have their in any form, I will introduce a resolution in this 

°1 iTl5C!J £ fights in-spite of the North ; and it is that we House, declaring in terms that this Union ought to 

not feel that necessity. From the best lights be- ir & erid ’ tQ ^ he dissohed 

fore me, 1 cannot see that my constituents have Mr . B k Si j f myself still unable Mr. Baker. Will the gentleman allow me to 
\ to learn from the gentleman’s explanation how ask him one question! 

everything to fear. We are not impatient to have to he taught. The North will stand by Mr. Coleook. Certainly, sir, as many as you 

thedoors "ty°ur treasury thrownopen and forty Con8tUutioll S and thu8 stflnd by the Union please. 

milhons.ofthe common taxes ofthe whole nation We will think, tod act, and vote upon the Pro- Mr. Baker. Will such a resolution dissolve 
thrown into the lap of one-half of it. We ask for v i 80 as Jefferson did. We will be governed by the Union? lama r . 1 language has 

men mustSonmy want ofIjmpX ftfthlta '°f ! he .P!°S le thi -! V™*™- „ IT™* in South CaroUna f ° r the la8t el * hteea 


not feel that necessity. From the best lights be- J en j tQ ^ you ’ ie dissolved. 

fore me, 1 cannot see that my constituents have Mr B k si j f myself still unable Mr. Baker. Will the gentleman allow me to 
£ *> 1tope for from your leg s ataon but t0 learn from the ’ gentleman’s explanation how ask him one question? 
everything to fear. We are not, impatient to have to he taught. The North will stand by Mr. Coleook. Certainly, sir, as many as you 

thedoors ofyourtreasurythrownopm, and forty the Con8titutioll S and th „ 8 stflnd by the Union please. 

millions tf the common taxes of the whole nation We wU1 tMnk f n(i aot) and vote u ' on the Pro . Mr. Baker. Will such a resolution dissolve 
thrown into the lap of one-half of it. We ask for v}ao j , ,, Wo will be governed by the Union? lama r . - 1 language has 

none of it; we expect none of it; therefore gentle- th ^ s : ority of the peop l e on this question. been held in South Carolina for the last eighteen 

asst. as* * - a " i, » 

give you power over the supplies. Sir, I do not Gentlemen, when you threaten a dissolution of action of the Sout h’ er n people, then I am satisfied 


ness ? If there were, he appealed to them to 
stand firm, and not to adjourn until, as the gen¬ 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] had sug¬ 
gested, a fair portion of the day had been given 
to the public interests. [Applause.] 

After motions for an adjournment and a call of 
the House were voted down, the House proceed¬ 
ed to vote for Speaker, the 41st time, with the fol¬ 
lowing results: 

f^-For Robert C. Winthrop. —Messrs. Alexander, 
Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, Bennett, Breok, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chandler, Clark, Con¬ 
ger, Conrad, Corwin, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Fow¬ 
ler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hunter, Jackson, 
D. P. King, G. G. King, J-. G. King. J. A. King, 
Marshall, Matteson, Meaoham, Morehead, Nel¬ 
son, Newell, Phoenix, Putnam/Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
John B. Thompson,Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, 
White, and Wilson. 

For Howell Cobb.— Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocook, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, 


the necessity of frequent appeals to universal suf¬ 
frage. 

From Constantinople we havenothing to change 
the previous pacific complexion of events, ft, is 
confidently stated, that the British fleet has orders 
to withdraw from the Dardanelles. The Russian 


kefSton ffl^ 0 T^ eS a SGEs 00th, ^ Mr Stanly rose to withdraw his name from Constantinoplewehavenothing toehange 

Keerrestou j^iDg ; iacK, ana ^lciamgs. ' , ■ . the previous pacific complexion of events. It is 

For Henry W Hdhard.-Mv. Alston. the list of candidates, in allusion to what his confidently stated.that the British fleet has orders 

For Edward Manly.— Messrs. Anderson, An- colleague [Mr. Clmgman] had said a day or two to withdraw from the Dardanelles. The Russian 

drews, Baker, Bennett Bokee, Bowie, Breck, before, about North Carolina being willing to act ambassador has once more been admitted to an 

— a. «•* — , .. *. w In m«, t . 'SZS 

Duer, Il'lii'i'iri Nathan Evan,. haill mahnd tn saythat he had no douht North Caro- W a,t Turkey had done hy twnoplrting 

Grinnel 1 , Haymond Henry, Houston, Kerr Dan- lma would be ready to aot. She would be found Hungarian refugees to the interior; but Russia 

n ? M°°r®! Morehead, Morton, ; n f avor 0 f the Union—opposed to faction and demands that the Polish refugees be expelled 

Sifliermerhorn^'sohooioraf^Sh’ep^erd'^T^lor' disorganization, no matter from what quarter it from Tarkey and that the^chiefs be imprisoned 
John B. Thompson Thurman, Van Dyke Vini mayo«n»|_and he,-vome in IMOjlll be as it was Mahomeda^sm ' 

ton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Winthron. in 1775, when she heard of the battle of Lexmsr- „ ___ A > 


ton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Winthrop. in 1775, when she heard of the battle of Lei 
For Linn Boyd— Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, ton. She declared in her Mecklenburg re 
WBeaie, Bissell Bocook, Bowdon Bowlin, tion her determination to throw off the yoke of 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, George , . , . J 

A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. En S ll8h oppression; and she said, as I say 
Cobb, Coloock, Daniel, Dunham, Edmundson, ‘The cause of Boston is the cause of all.’ 


75, when she heard of the battle of Lexing- L ition in Huoh ' a manner as to indicate that it 
She declared in her Mecklenburg resolu- would not be accepted. The Council was about 


Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, people of North Carolina will always be found 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson Her- on the gide of order, and the Union.” 
man8on, Isham G. Hams, Samson W. Hams, mi n A „ , A , , na 

Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Holmes^ The ro11 was ,hen cillled the 48th > the 4ffth i 

Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. John- and the 50th time, without success. The results 
son, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Lefiier, Littlefield, differed little from those of the last vote of the 
Job Mann Mason, McClernand, McDowell, Mo- day before . Mr . Boyd-received 87 votes, Mr. 
Lanahan, McLane, McMullen, McGueen, Me- , . . ’ 

Willie, Meade, Miller. Millson, Morse, Orr, Hoagland, of Ohio, voting for him on the 49th 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richard- 0n the 50th, Mr. Winthrop’s vote rose 

son, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, to 75. 


ce of to be convened to consider it. Letters from Con- 
now stantinople mention fresh subjects of dispute he- 
,p ’ tween Russia and Turkey. 


ANOTHER LETTER FROM HONDURAS, 


e House. It is the Union, we shall doubt When you protest, that the North wJU be c 0Bvi / ccd tha t the South 


time we understood one another; that we should we shall disclaim ; but no fervid declarations, n 
speak out, and oarry our principles in our fore- fiery appeals to Southern feeling, no solemn ii 
heads. vocations to the Almighty, (as if indeed he was 

It seems, from the remarks of the gentleman God of Discord,) will make us believe that he 
from New York, that we are to be intimidated by >n this Hall, there is one man who chambers 
eulogies upon the Union, and denunciations of his secret heart a purpese so accursed and 


t heart a purpese so accursed and e 


those who are not ready to sacrifice national hon- deadly. Sir, we do not believe the Union can ever 
or, essential interests, and constitutional rights, be dissolved. No evidence shall convinoe us until 
upon its altar. Sir, I have as much attachment the deed is done ; yet if such a thing be possible, 


ir the Constitu- it shall not he our fault. We shall not be intimi- show that the Union w 


is in earnest on this vital question. 

[Mr. Allen, the Free Soil member from Massa¬ 
chusetts, next addressed the House, treating with 
cool and severe contempt the threats which had | 
been hurled against the Union. Ilis able speech 
will be given at length hereafttr. 

Mr. Hilliard followed, in a speech designed to 


tion of our fathers, as any freeman ought to have, dated by threats of violence. We shall not ponents of Slavery must stop before they had 
I am ready to concede and sacrifice for it whatever shrink from the calm expression of our deliberate driven }ts 8uppor t e rs to the extreme of resistance 
- a lust and honorable man ought to sacrifice; I will judgment. We are here as freemen, to speak for . , 

do no more. I have not heeded the aspersions of freemen ; and we will speak and act as becomes at au “ aza ™s and to the last extremity, 
those who did not understand, or desired to mis- us, in the face of the world and of posterity, Mr. Allen, in the course of his speech, having 
represent, my eonduot or opinions in relation to Gentlemen, who is there among us, amid all this alluded to a letter addressed by a Southern mem- 
these questions, which, in my judgment, so vitally talk of dissolution, that does not love the Union ? ber to Mr Erown when „ cand ; da te for the 

affect it. The time has come when I shall not Is there a man in this vast assemblage, who, on - ._ ' ,, , ’ ' „ . x . 

only utter them, but make them the basis of my the coolest reflection, would not give his blood to s P eaker ship, the letter was now called for by the 
I an nnt i,K,*„ f„ cBmpTit, it. t Ts not. this onsin cmttvtrv and if, tint House, and produced bv Mr. Hubbard of‘Ala- 


political action here. I do not, then, hesitate to cement it ? Is not this our country, and is it not House, and produced by Mr. Hubbard of ‘Ala- 
avow before this House and the country, and in all our country ? [Applause.] Sir, 1 confess this bama, who read it. The letter is as follows:] 


the presence of the living God, that if, by your response gladdens my heart; and already I re _ _ 

legislation, you seek to drive us from the Terri- proach myself that I could waver in my confidence v * 1 *f alN ” 0N > vmcenwer iu, isij. 

tories of California and New Mexico, purchased but for a moment. It was a mournful spectacle to Dkak Sir : When I left my constituents, they 
by the common blood and treasure of the whole a true-minded man, when threats of disunion, understood that I would not knowingly support 
people, and to abolish Slavery in this District, fierce and bitter, could draw forth shouts of ap- any one for office who would not aid them in se- 
thereby attempting to fix a national degradation plause from gentlemen on the other side of the curing their institutions against further aggres- 
upon half the States of this Confederacy, I am for House, as triumphant as if disunion were glory, 8Ion > anl1 1 determined to support for Speaker of 
disunion; and if my physical courage he equal to and as if, indeed, the threat were already aceom- tke House of Representatives a Northern Demo- 
the maintenance of my convictions of right and plished. And yet,, sir, the echo contradicts the orat who would not in any manner interfere with 
duty, I will devote all I am and all I have on earth utterance. This shout for the Union will be their rights of property in slaves, as secured by 
to its consummation. From 1787 to this hour, the taken up by the masses until it becomes a perpet- Constitution of the United States, according 
people of the South have asked nothing but jus- ual anthem of hope and joy. It will swell among to_ our understanding of that instrument; and, 
tioe—nothing but the maintenance Of the prinei- the mountains Of the North, and travel with the wit!l a v!ew to a mutual understanding upon this 
pies and the spirit which controlled our fathers in winds across the prairies of the West. It will re- subject, I respectfully request your answer to the 
the formation of the Constitution. Unless we arc verberate through all the vast extensions of the following interrogatories : 
unworthy of our ancestors, wo will never accept Confederacy, and be repeated by a thousand ad- lst - fr re y° u > n favor of the Wilmot Proviso ? 

less as a condition of union. A great constitu- vaneing generations. Sir, in the name of the men 2d. Do you believe that, Congress has thepow- 

tlonal right which was declared by a distinguished of the North So rudely attacked, and speaking or to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia,. 
Northern Justice of the Supreme Court, (Judge what I know to be their sentiments, I say a disso- or elsewhere, or to pass any act intended to effeet 
Baldwin,) to be the corner-stone of the Union, and lution of this Union is, must he, shall be, impos- that object? 

withont which, he avers in a judicial decision, it sible, as long as an American neart beats in an Permit me, in conclusion, to assure you that, in 
would never have been formed, has already prac- American bosom, or the Almighty sends His wis- the event your answers should assert a principle 
tioally been abrogated in all of the non-slavehold- dom and His goodness to guide and to bless us. which will give my conBt-itueuts the protection 
ing States. I mean the right to reclaim fugitives [The delivery of these remarks was interrupt- intended by the Constitution, I shall most gladly 
from labor. I ask any and every Northern man er l several tirms by applause | support you for that office; and it is with a view 

on this floor to answer me, now, if this is not true; Mr. Stephens rose and said, that he never ex- to thei f protection alone that I have addressed 
if this great right, indispensable to the formation pected to live to see the day when, upon this floor, you this note. 

of the Union, is any longer, for any practicable he should be called upon to discuss the question Be pleased to answer before the House meets 
purpose, a living principle ? There are none to of the Union of these States. If in early life on Monday. 

deny it. You admit you have not. performed your (continued Mr. S.) there was anything in my heart Respectfully, &e., . David Hubbard. 

constitutional duty; that you withhold from’us a cherished above all others, it was the glorious Bmu W. J. Brown, of Indiana. 

right which was one of our main inducements to compact formed by our fathers of the revolution- Mr. Hubbard stated that the gentleman from 

the Union; yet you wonder that we look upon ar y struggle. Sir, ns Has jjBt been said, I be- Indiana [Mr. Brown] had not given him a writ- 
your eulogies of a Union whose most sacred prin- lieve that so long as A merican hearts beat in ten answer, but had called at his lodgings with a 
oiples you have thus trampled under foot, as noth- American bosoms, the day will never some when speech delivered by him some four years since, as 
ing better than mercenary hypocritical cant. This the Union of these States shall be dissolved. But evidence of his opinions, in which he (Mr. FI) 
District was ceded immediately after the Consti- 1 tell that, gentleman, [Mr. Baker,]and I tell this could seenothingobjeotionable. Butyet. by reason 
tution was formed. It was the gift of Maryland House—whether he believes it or not, and wheth- of the gentleman’s refusal to give a written an- 
to her sister States, for the location of their com- cr the people of the North believe it or not—that swer, he (Mr. H.) would not vote for him, until 
mon Government. Its municipal law maintained th® 'lay in which aggression is consummated upon pressed by his party friends, and until other gen- 
and protected domestic slavery. You acoepted it. an y section of the country, much and deeply as I tlemen, in whom he confided, gave him assurances 
Your honor was pledged for its maintenance as a regret it, this Union is dissolved. that the gentleman was sound upon these ques- 

national capital. Your faith was pledged to the However much gentlemen may refuse to believe tions. Then, and not until then, he had voted re- 
maintenance of the rights of the people who were fr, *hey will find it, true. The Union was formed luctantly for him. 

thus placed under your care. Your fathers ac- f or the benefit of all. We of the South who came Mr. Brown here rose and said, that the senti- 
cepted (he trust, protected the slaveholder .and all into this Union, came into it for mutual benefits, ments expressed by him in the speech to which 
other citizens in their rights, and, in all respects, as wel1 as y°”i gentlemen of the North. It was the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hubbard] had 
faithfully and honestly executed the trust ; but not for the purpose of having aggressions oom- alluded were his sentiments now, and that all he 
they have been gathered to their fathers, and it mitted either upon our rights or feelings, that (Mr. B.) had said to that gentleman, he was now 
was left to their degenerate sons to break their this Union was formed ; and I tell the gentleman ready to say again. 

faith with us, and insolently to attempt to play the from Illinois and all gentlemen, from whatever r M r , Gonrad of Louisiana a courteous and lib- 

master where they were admitted as brethren. I sections of the Union they may come, he not de- L ,_’ .. , 

trust,, sir, if the representatives of the North prove ceived. W e do not intend to submit to aggres- eral S en t le mnn, while he complimented the elo- 
themselves unworthy of their ancestors, we shall sions on our rights; and I tell this House, that, quence of the member frpm Georgia, Mr. Toombs, 
not prove ourselves unworthy of ours; that wo every word uttered, by my colleague [Mr. Toombs] thought that his alarm was premature. He saw 
have the courage to defend what they had the meets my hearty response. [Applause.] n0 sectional lines drawn in the House as that 


Washinoton, Demcember 10, 1849. 


any one for office who would not Sid them in se¬ 
curing their institutions against further aggres¬ 
sion, and I determined to support for Speaker of 
the HouBe of Representatives a Northern Demo¬ 
crat who would not in any manner interfere with 


Edmundson, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Ham¬ 
ilton. Hammond, Haralson, I-Iarmanson, Samson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Howard, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, La Shre, Robert M. McLane, 
MoWillie, Miller, Morse, Parker, Phelps, Rich¬ 
ardson, Savage, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wil¬ 
liam Thompson, and Young. 

For Robert M. McLane'. —Messrs. Albertson and 
Carter. 

For David Wilmot. —Messrs. Allen, Booth, Dur- 
kee, and Giddings. 

For Edward Stanly. —Messrs. Anderson, Bokee, 
Bowie, Joseph P. Caldwell, Casey, Deberry, Hal¬ 
low ay, Hampton, Flaymond, Kerr, McGaughey, 
Moore, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Schenck, 
Shepperd, Watkins, Williams, and Winthrop. 

For Charles S. Morehead— Messrs. Baker, Ches- 
ter Butler, E. C. Cabell, Nathan Evans, James 
L. Johnson, MoICissook, Morton, Owen, Alexan¬ 
der H. Stephens, Taylor, and Toombs. 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Bingham, Jo¬ 
seph Cable, Cleveland, Dimmick, Doty, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Harlan, Hibbard, Hoagland, Lef- 
fler, Littlefield, Morris, Olds, Peaslee, Peck, Saw¬ 
telle, Stetson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whit¬ 
tlesey, and Wood. 

For Lynn Boyd. —Messrs. Burt, Geo. A. Cald¬ 
well, Howell Cobb, Coloock, Daniel, Ewing, Gil¬ 
more, Isham G. Harris, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kaufman, Job Mann, Mason, MoDowell, Mc¬ 
Queen, Meade, Millson. Orr, Potter Robbins, 
Ross, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard II. Stanton, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, and Woodward. 

For Edward W. McGaughey. —Messrs. Thomas 
B. Butler, Cole, and Sackett. 

For Thaddeus Stevens. —Messrs. Calvin, Dick¬ 
ey, Horace Mann, and Nes. 

For Robert C. Schenck. —Messrs. Campbell ahd 
Crowell. 

For David Outlaw. —Mr. Clingman. 

For James McDowell.— Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb 
and M cl, an ah an. 

For Willis A. Gorman. —Messra. Disney and 


Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton Richard IL Stan- Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky, offered a resolu- 
ton, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William *• r n . . , „ ... . , 

Thompson Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, Wood- ? 10n for the a PP° lntment of a committee, eonsist- 
ward, and Young. mg of equal numbers of members from the Whig 

For Thaddeus Stevejis. —Messrs. Ashmun, Cal- and Democratic parties, from the free and slavo 


Further Explanation of ike Difficulties—Confirma¬ 
tion of Previous Reports. 
Correspondence of the New York Express. 

Leon de Nicaragua, Nov. 7, 1849. 
Mr. Frederick Chat field, consul-general and 
chargvS d’affaires of H. B. M., made his appearance 
at the entrance of Reale jo, on board her Britannic 
Majesty’s steamship “ Gorgon,” previous to the 


vin, Dickey, Hampton, Levin, Horace Mann, States, for the purpose of reporting 
Ne^Putnam, Rockwell, Sackett, Underhill, and for the organization of the House. 

For William Strong.— Messrs. Bingham and on the te'Me--yeas 110, nays 60. 

Wentworth. Mr. Goodenow offered the following 

For Howell Cobb— Mr. Boyd. Resolved, That Robert C.Winthroj, 

For Robert C- Schenck— Mr. Campbell. ehuselts, be and he is hereby appointed Speaker ; 


For David Outlaw. —Messrs. Clingman tod Al- and J. 


Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky, Offered a resolu- month of October, and after the island of Tigre 
tion for the appointment of a committee, consist- flnd dependencies had been ceded to the United 
ing of equal numbers of members from the Whig , by “ fo ™ a } * reaty , made between the State 
, ,, 1 .. , , 6 of Honduras and the actual chargd ofNorth Amer- 

and Democratic parties, from the free and slavo lea, on the 28 th of last September which cession on 
States, for. the purpose of reporting a new plan the same date, was announced to all the foreign 
for the organization of the House. It was laid diplomatic agents by a circular. This was consid- 
on the tahle—yeas 110, nays 66. ered a very bad omen by everybody, because his 

at i J a . . ,, . , .. visit could not be a friendly one. Tor since more 

Mr. Goodenow offered the following resolution: than a dozen of years t have never yet seen “aim- 
Resolved, That Robert C. Winthrop, of Massa- gle British man-of-war comimr on more friemllv 
ohusetts. he and he is herehv annotated Sneaker • teem. .k«. Jt 


exander H. Stephens. hereby is 'appointed Clerk; and John ' 

For Charles S. Moreheatl —Messrs. Cole, HU- son, of Virginia, be and he is hereby j 
Hard, J. L. Johnson, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Postmaster of this House. 

For Edward W. McGaughey— Mr. Crowell. t *i r , 

For John L. Robinson —Mr Disney. The ro11 for the 51st time 

For Edward D. Baker— Mr. Alexander Evans, following result: 

For George W. Julian. —Messrs. Howe and Root. Linn Boyd, of Kentucky, received 
For F. P. Stanton. —Mr. Hubbard. Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts 

For Horace Mann. —Mr. Hunter. Hugh White, of New York 

For William Duer. —Messrs. Reynolds, Rumsey, Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky 
and Thaddeus Stevens. Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - 

For John A. McClernand. —Mr. James Thomp- Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania 
son. J. G. King, of New Jersey 

For Charles Durkee. —Mr. Wilmot. Charles M. Conrad, of Louisiana 

The Blouse adjourned. Wm. Strong, of Pennsylvania - 


hereby is'appointed Clerk; and John W. John- merce, to the detriment of others. The preterit 
son, of Virginia, be and he is hereby appointed is a claiming of debts; and as the States of Cen- 
Postmaster of this House. . tral America are constantly indebted to British 

Laid on the table. subjeots here, you have before you the firm and 

The roll was-oalled for the 51st time, with the 9olicl 8 r0,,n< l in which lay the great and eternal 
following result ■ power of Mr. Chatffeld to declare at his caprice 


Saturday, December 15, 1849. Robert C. Scher 

SENATE. George W.Julii 

The Senate, on motion of Judge Berrien, adopt- Howelf Cobb'^of 
ed the following resolution : B. M. McLane 

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of three Henry W. Hillj 
Senators, be appointed to wait on the President John L. Robinsc 


of the United States, to notify him that the Sen- James X. MeLanahan, of Pennsylt 

ate is now organized, and ready to receive any 

communication which he may think proper to 

make to them in relation to matters which are No choice. 

within the sphere of their separate constitutional [Hugh White of New York, i 


Dunham. 

For Humphrey Marshall—Mr. A. Evans. 

For Armstead, Burt. —Mr. Featherston. 

For T. H. Bayly— Messrs. Holliday, Holmes, 
McMullen, Powell, Seddon, and Venable, 

For Lucius B. Peck. —Mr. Houston. 

For George W. Julian. —Messrs. Howe and Root. 
For Frederick F. Stanton.- —Mr. Hubbard. 

For William Strong. —Mr. Preston King. 

For Charles M. Conrad. —Mr. Levin. 

For Andrew Johnson. —Mr. MoClernand. 

For Henry W Hilliard. —Messrs. Finis E. Mc¬ 
Lean and Van Dyke. 

For John 'A. McClernand. —Messrs. Robinson 
and James Thompson. 

For George Ashmun— Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. 
For James X. MeLanahan. —Mr. S trong- 
For David T. Disney —Mr. Sweetzer. 

For Joseph M. Root. —Mr. Tuck. 

For Kinsley S. Bingham. —Mr. Wilmot. 

No choice. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Houston, at a 
late hour— 

; The House adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 


A committee was appointed to wait upon the 
President, and inform him of the organization of 
the Senate. After an absence of thirty minutes, 
its chairman, Judge Berrien, reported that the 
President would communicate with the Senate on 
Monday. 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The Journal having been read, the House, on 


following result • ' power of Mr. Chatffeld to declare at his caprice 

SSSSSW.-aw - . » XS,“ r ’“ a 10 

Sth WJWSSl'“L? v aSSaCh “ ' Vr u is ^e^ry, also, fop you to know that Mr. 

Hugh White, of New York - - -16 Manning and Jonas Glenton, the two single 

head of Kentucky - - 4 Englishmen residing here, were all that time in 

Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - -_ - - 13 Chirandega and Realejo. and only returned here 

Ttoddeus Steven^of Pennsylvania - - 6 as they announced themselves, when her Majesty’s 

, KlD J5’ °i Ne T J f ' - - 5 steamship had gone to the island of Tigre. So it 

Charles M. Conrad, of Louisiana - - 4 waS) for on m 2 g d of October ]agt y % had the 

nl^'d S T 0 n!«uL P nf Ohte ania ' \ positive news that under the directions of Mr. 

Rnbertc ^ehenck f Ohio" ' 2 Chatfield, a proprietary right had been establish- 

D. Schenck, ofOhio ... 3 ed by him on behalf of the Queen Victoria, upon 

GeorgeW. Julian, of Indiana - - - - the said island and its dependencies, by the sole 

Car0 1Ba ■ ■ ? ? ot of fr® Central America^ flag and 

n M M C T bb ’ f S 1 hoisting the British colors, and without any pre- 

' - - existing cause of war. Actually he is also block- 

Henry W. Hilliard, of Alabama - - ading the port of the Union, and probably, by- 

John L. Robinson, of Indiana - - and-by, he will come to take possession of all the 

James X. MeLanahan, of Pennsylvania - 1 Pacific coast of Nicaragua, if such is his will, for 

—— he is absolute; and then the proposed canal will 
Nr , . 444 ”Ot have any point at which to terminate on the 

No ohoice. p a0 i fi0 . for it ig pro bable, also, that if another 

[Hugh White, of New York, received gene- which had not been thought of should be discov- 
rally the votes subtracted from Mr. Winthrop. ® red i immediately Chatfield and hie steam “Gor¬ 
in all these trials, the Southern Whigs generally, any rigjfr or instructions, would 

the Southern Democrats altogether, east their ever^seeure in ^the^ebts dueVth® 

votes for Southern candidates.] States to Great Britain. [Great Britain is under- 

Mr. Thompson, of Kentucky, again brought* stood to moan British subjects ] These States are 
forward his resolution, BOmewhat modified, as fol- 80 w ®ak, as you know very well, that they cannot. 


Resolved, That Mr. Ashmun of Massachusetts, make them 


motion of Mr. Thompson of Pennsylvania, adopt- Mr. Bingham of Michigan, Mr. Morehead¬ 


ed a resolution instructing the Doorkeepers to 
enforce its order in relation to the admission into 
the hall of the House of persons not members. 
Mr. Preston King rose and stated that if the 


Kentucky, Mr. Cleveland of Connecticut, Mr. 
Conrad of Louisiana, Mr. Butler of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Mr Bowlin of Missouri, Mr. McGaiighey 
of Indiana, Mr. Hilliard of Alabama, Mr. Har¬ 
alson of Georgia, Mr. Peaslee of New Hamp- 


ov vtbiin, aa y uu jsuuw very weu, mat tney cannot 
do anything; and though they endeavor to fulfil 
their obligations, Mr. Chatfield wishes forcibly to 
make them enter into arrangements onerous and 


Democratic party desired to organize the House shira, and Mr. Kaufman of Texas, be appointed 
by the choice of a Democratic Speaker, they could a committee to consult, devise, and report to this 
do so by supporting William Strong, the Repre- House the mode by them deemed most acceptable 


reclamations they have to make upon Great Britain 
for the violation and dismemberment of their ter¬ 
ritories, and for several acts of piracy committed 
upon their Atlantic and Pacific coasts, now and a 
long time ago. It is only the right of the strong 
against the weak. Thes.i are proceedings of war 
in time of peace. 


mast er where they were -admitted as brethren. I 
trust,sir, if the representatives of theNorth prove 
themselves unworthy of their ancestors, we shall 
not prove ourselves unworthy of ours; that wo 


property of the people of the United Sti 


ci be preserved, they will find 


blood and treasure.’ You themselves mistaken. The Union was founded up- 


pediments to their free enjoyment, by all sections tke sfrong. It is as well that this debate should 
and people of the Union, the slaveholder and the hay o oome to-day as at any time, so that the great 
non-slaveholder. You have given the strongest American heart may Reawakened. I believe that 


member imagined.] 

He had observed that the same party lines 
existed in the House that existed in the State 
which the gentleman iu part represented, and in 
his own. This House, with the exception of a 
small fragment representing a party known to exist 
in one section of the Union, was divided into 


indications that you will not perform this trust— has been slumbering. We of the South feel Whigs and Democrats. He believed that there 
that you will appropriate to yourselves all of this t] iat we are weaker. But, as has been said by R ere °“ e hundred and three members belonging 
territory, perpetrate all these wrongs which I my colleague, gentlemen may speak of the Union, to the Democratic party. He did not speak of Anti- 
have enumerated ; yet, with these declarations on “ a y attempt to organize parties upon attach- J lav< -?7 » aa Wilmot Proviso men who were pro- 
your lips, when Southern men refused to act in ment8 ,0 Union; but whenever a party is or- RMsedly elected on that issue. He spoke of the 
party caucuses with you, in which you have a ganized upon that principle it must also be upon Democratic party proper; and that party, if he was 
controlling majority—when we ask the simplest the principles of justice. Would you have us of not mistaken, numbered about one hundred and 
guarantee for the future—we are denounced, out the t0 be an appendage to the Union? tk ” e The gentleman from Georgia, 

of doors, as recusants and faotionists, and indoors, w ould you have us to submit to aggression upon l Mr ;,candidate of theDemoeratio party 
we are met with the cry of «• Union, Union.” Sir aggression ? I tell you, for one—and I do not lor ttle speakership, received one hundred and 
we have passed that point. 11 is too late. I have intend to debate this question to-day—before that three totes, and these one hundred and three votes 
used all my energies from the beginning of this God who rules the uuiverse, l would rather that wer e composed of Democrats coming indiserimi- 
qnestion to save the country from this convulsion. tke Southern country should perish—that all her nately from the North and the South of Mason 
1 have resisted what I deemed unnecessary and statesmen and all her gallant spirits should be aDd L) ]/ on f, line ; , , _ 

hurtful agitation. I hoped against hope, that a buried in honorable graves, than submit for one tae other hand, the Whigs of this House 

sense of justice and patriotism would induce the instant to degradation. And I say, as Kossuth “ et m caucus, and—with the exception of a very 
North to settle these questions upon principles sai di ° f the man who will not stand up for his few gentlemen not coming from the North,among 
honorable and safe to both sections of the Union, section, “the curses of the eternal God would whom was the gentleman who had preceded him 
rest upon ins head.” m the debate—nominated for the Speakership, at 


I have planted myself upon a national platform, i-~r-- I . , , ■ -f - 

resisting extremes at home and abroad, willingly [Mr. Stephens did not perform his part very *; of ^ n P rece<len ™ difficulty, and s 


subjecting myself to the aspersions of enemies, 

,1. a.,. [Mr. Win- 

fair and honorable adjustment of these questions. Mr - McClernand, of Illinois, took occasion to throp] who had heretofore discharged the duties 
I have almost despaired of any such, at least from call the attention of the House to the business ?* th e station m a manner whioh had secured to 
this House. We must arouse and appeal to the before it, and expressed great confidence in the ^ C '*w£“ ld n . ot 5 ay of 

nation. We must tell them, boldly and frankly, , tabilitv ’, mir ,Htntfnt,« I ® Tery W “§ only > but of «™ry Whigand of every 

that we prefer any calamities to submission to n . ... Democrat from one end of this Union to the 

such degradation and injury as they would entail Cleveland, of Connecticut, said - other; for he had never heard any difference of 

upon us ; that we hold that to be consummation of 1 a ” n °, t a Uttle . astonished at the opinion expressed m relation to that gentleman’s 

all evil. 1 have stated my positions. 1 have not exblblt ’°n of passion 1 have witnessed on this 00- impartiality and ability. That gentleman was 
argued them. I reserve that for a future occasion. “ by gentlemen of the South Charges are nominated by the Whig caucus, unanimously, 
These are principles upon whioh I aot here Give ?]" deof tt ^ r ® 3810n , s U P 0 “ the n &, hts of ,he ® outb - Wlth tbe exception of the two gentlemen from 
_ .... ii.A . _ . . ... When and where have these rifrht, a of the Smith Geowia. and a, few nt.hprs wV.a hnd o.Ma4 


well. Generally he speaks with much power, Xchtad'd^ 

but to-day he rehearsed rather feebly. for the last ten days, a gentleman [Mr. Win¬ 


nie securities that the power of the organization Wbe ? and where h f ve ,be / c t r /S h ‘ s tbe r Soutb Georgia and a few others, who had acted with 
which you seek will not be uhed to the injury of eTerbe ®“ tr«sP a ? 8 e d «P<®A? North? I assure them There were he believed, one hundred and 
my constituents, then you can have my coopera- my So f ber “ frl / nds 1 am awar ® of , “ y ‘ wo Whigs in his body, excluding the gentleman 
tion, but not till then. Grant them, and you pre- "? lu ° d fee ] ll ? g toward ‘ hem ? n tb ® P art . ° f tbe f r°“ Georgia, [Mr. Toombs,] who had addressed 
vent the recurrence of the disgraceful scenes of ? ortb ’ and I .™ 8 «re there is no disposition to the House, and the other gentleman, [Mr. Ste- 
the last twenty-four hours, and restore tranquillity m ™ de the /. r r * gbts ; W ® shall exhibit no passion phens ] from the same same State, who hadsubse- 
to the country. Refuse them, and, as far as I am but we have nghts-the cause of quently spoken, and four others Mr. Winthrop 

concerned, “let discord reign Wer.” iberty has claims upon us; and asking nothing had received one hundred and One votes for 

[Several times during the delivery of these re- b ^ what is clearly right, and coolly determining Speaker and these votes were composed indis- 
marks, Mr. T. was interrupted by loud bursts of wkat ‘ hat ls > .‘he North will be as firm and un- orimmately of gentlemen from the Northand the 
applause I movable in maintaining it as are the foundations South of Mason and Dixon’s line. Did this look 

1 H " of the hills upon whioh we live. We love and like an anxious desire, on the part of a majority 

This speech will create any fooling but that of cherish the Union, and the South as a part of the of this House, or even of any very respectable 
alarm among the non-slaveholding citizens of the Union. Our fathers fought together the fight of number of members, to effect au organization upon 
country; unfortunately, the representatives whom Revolution, under the command of their great sectional or territorial principles? In his opin- 
+ r OTT e ’ ' . _ „ , , Southern captain, and together triumphed. We ion, it indicated a precisely opposite desire. On 

they send to Congress are occasionally extremely are enjoying the fruits of that triumph. What is the contrary, it indicated a, desire to adhere to ■ 
nervous the apology for this exhibition of bitter sectional those same party lines which for twenty years 

Mr. Duer of New York rose, with the intention) feeling? What does the South ask of the North? had divided the people of this country. And the 
we supposed to rebuke in just terms the spirit That we eba11 for 8 et tbat we are freemen—the difficulty of organization had arisen from the fact 
iust manifested ■ but we were vreatlv mistaken representatives of freemen? That ive should that there were a few, a comparatively very small - 
just manifested , but we were greatly mistaken yield our opinionSi 01lr principles, to thoir dicta- number ofmembers, who had [bus far refused to co- 
Kead I tion ? This cannot be. Republican government operate upon honorable principles with either of 

Mr. Duer briefly disavowed any desire or rests upon the will of the people, expressed by these two parties. It was not his object or design 
intention, such as had been attributed to him by majorities. Our differences must be decided upon to impugn the conduct or arraign the acts, far less 
the gentleman from Georgia, |Mr. Toombs.] to tbis principle. Would it be tolerated.by the to question the perfect purity and honesty of in- 
organize the House on sectional grounds. lie South, if attempts should be made to intimidate tention of any gentleman, especially those gentle- 
/ vf.. n \ =»«h imputations did injus- them % threats of this kind? I remember there men of his own nartv. for whose ontainna nod 


SENATE. 

The Senate as usual transacted no business. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Several propositions were submitted, with a 
view of bringing the protracted struggle for the 
Speakership to a close. 

Mr. Ashmun offered a resolution for the elec¬ 
tion of Speaker by plurality, provided it did not 
fall below one-third of the whole number of votes- 

Mr. Woodward of South Carolina asked per¬ 
mission to read a resolution, the substance of 
which was that Linn Boyd of Kentucky should be 
chosen Speaker pro tern., without any power, how¬ 
ever, to constitute committees. 

Mr. Williams of Tennessee moved to amend 
Mr. Ashmun’s resolution by a substitute, provid¬ 
ing that no vote for a candidate Should be count¬ 
ed who was not nominated by his friends, and that 
the candidate receiving the smallest number of 
votes on each successive trial should be with¬ 
drawn, until there was an election. 

Mr. Root opposed both propositions, as violating 
the rights of minorities. 

Mr. Johnson offered a resolution substantially 
like that submitted by Mr. Ashmun, and then 
proceeded to address the House in a speech near¬ 
ly an hour and a half long, on the state of parties 
and the state of the nation. He denounced the' 
the last Speaker of Congress as partial and un¬ 
just, and made a long argument to show that he 
was a Wilmot Proviso man, and therefore unwor¬ 
thy of the suffrages of Southern members. The 
closing portion of his speech was an argument in 
defence of Slavery. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Dim¬ 
mick of Pennsylvania, was then adopted: 

Resolved, That the Flouse proceed to the elec¬ 
tion of a Speaker, and continue its efforts to effect 
such an .election without debate from any member 
of this House until an eleotion is effected. 

Three trials were made without success. The 
following was the result of the 42d vote: 

Linn Boyd, of Kentucky, received - - 51 

Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts - 36 
Edward Stanly, of North Carolina - - 30 
Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - - - - 24 

Howell Cobb, of Georgia - - - - 18 

Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania - - 11 

Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky - - 9 

Robert M. McLane, of Maryland .8 

David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania - - - 6 

William Duer, of New York ... 5 

Flenry W. Hilliard, of Alabama - - - 3 

Edward W. McGaughey, of Indiana - - 3 

David Outlaw, of North Carolina - - 2 

James MoDowell, of Virginia - - - 2 

Humphrey Marshall, of Kentucky - - 2 

George W. Julian, of Indiana - - - 2 

Samuel F. Vinton, of Ohio - - - - 2 

David T. Disney, of Ohio - - - - 2 

Robert Toombs, of Georgia 1 

William A. Newell, of New Jersey 1 

Amos Tuck, of New Hampshire - - - 1 

Willis Gorman, of Indiana 1 

Frederiok P. Stanton, of Tennessee - - 1 

Edward D. Baker, of Illinois - - 1 

Thomas J.D. Fuller, of Maine 1 

John A. McClernand, of Illinois - - - 1 

Charles Durkee, of Wisconsin - - - 1 


sentative of the Berks distriot, in Pennsylvania. 
If the Democratic party would vote for Mr. Strong, 
he could be elected. 

The House then proceeded to vote for Speak¬ 
er—Mr. Hilliard of Alabama, Mr. Miller of Ohio, 
Mr. Strong of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Duer of 
New York, acting as Tellers. Three additional 
trials were made, without effeetting a choice. On 
the last, or forty-seventh trial, the vote was as 
follows: 

Linn Boyd, of Kentucky received - - 86 

Edward Stanly, of North Carolina - - 66 

Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania - - 27 

Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - - - - 18 

Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts - II) 

Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky - -- I 

David T. Disney, of Ohio - - 3 

William Strong, of Pennsylvania - - 2 

Howell Cobb, of Georgia 1 

Christopher 11. Williams, of Tennessee - 1 

David Outlaw, of North Carolina - - I 

John L. Robinson, of Indiana ] 

Jacob Thompson, of Mississippi - - - 1 

Charles M. Conrad, of Louisiana- - - 1 

William Duer, of New York ] 

James G. King, of New Jersey 1 

James Thompson, of Pennsylvania - - ] 


and practicable for a speedy organization. 

The resolution was laid upon the table by t 
vote Of 111 yeas to 110 nays—the Free Soil men 
and generally the Democrats, voting,'in the af 
firmative. 


DOMESTIC MARKETS. 


New York, December 17, 1849. 

There has been a slight advance in flour. Sales 
of 6,000 barrels common Western and State 
brands at $4.50 a $4.81. 

Wheat has a downward tendency. Corn is 
steady ; sales of 10,000 bushels white at 57 a 58 


The following is the vote in detail: order, ine Enair pronounced it out ot order 

For Linn Boyd- Messrs. Albertson, Aslie, Ave- an wa8 tben 1,ut ™ tbd ™to. 

rett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocook, Bowdon, Tbe Senate proceeded to ballot for the Cha 
Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, men of the Committees, but, before tbe busin- 
Burt, George A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, W. R. was completed, a motion to adjourn prevailed. " 
W.. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dunham, rw , e v,u 

Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gil- f We sba11 bave more to say ofth. 

more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, nsa S ft of the Senate, and the well-timed remark) 
Hammond, Haralson, Harmanson, I. G. Harris, of Messrs. Hale and Chase, hereafter.] 

S. W. Harris, T.L Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Holmes Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, An ineffec tual effort was again made to-day, 

Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman La Sere, , . .. TT ’ 

Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- >>mng the House to adopt some plan for eleotm, 
nand, McDowell, MeLanahan, Robert M. Me- Speaker by plurality. 


The Journal having been read, Mr. Mangum Mess pork, $12.50 a $12.75; Prime, $8.87 ; sales 
rose, and stating that the Whigs, were in a, mi- 2,509 barrels. 

nority in that body, said there was nothing left r> „ , 

.. , , . , .. . „ r, ,, Wms-e.tmi.vuu, December 17, 1849. 

for them but to submit gracefully. He would W1 .„_ __ ,, , ’ , , ’ 

.. . ... . . F lour, common brands, $4.25 to $4.37; for city 

therefore move the eleotion of the following mem- use, *5.12 ; standard brand, $5; extra, $5 50. 
bers, as chairmen of the Standing Committees of Grain scarce. White wheat, $1.05. Yellow 
the Senate. corn, 58 to 50 cents for old ; 50 a 51 cents for new. 

[The nominations had previously been arrang-- 

ed by the Democrats in caucus, and agreed to by ,,,. , ,? l * Jt ?JTf5‘ T ' OWS ’ 
the Whigs. The election in the Senate was to r f ^ENTH STREET, WASHINGTON, 
he a mere matter of form 1 Is ,,a ‘"{ s ° me k fi lted «P mlh raised seats and elevated 

' i r - , . 5 , '•* , . , . . platform, and brilliantly illuminated with gas, for 

Mr. Hale objected. The rule required that the the exhibition of 
Senate should elect each Chairman of a Standing OAYN&’S celebrated series of gigantic PANORAMAS, 
Committee by ballot. entitled 

He was sustained by Mr. Chase. embraein tm Itenfrtlws J° EUR0PE ’ 

Messrs. Berrien and Hunter undertook to a.r- the It1anW™ l Liverpooi7umdon^rom”the S 'rhmnea[orasBiug 
gue that the motion of Mr. Mangum was in °l 

order. The Chair pronounced it out of order— both banks of the beautiful ’ 1 “ n ' y 1 nmlna * > * n< 

an appeal was then taken, hut withdrawn. 1 RIVER RHINE, 

The Senate pTOoeeded to ballot for the Chair- being the largest, Panorama ever exhibited. Painted by 
men of the Committees, but, before tbe business S‘whi U baTbeen 


ODD FELLOWS’ HALL, 

SEVENTH STREET, WASHINGTON, 

Is handsomely fitted up with raised seats and elevated 
platform , and brilliantly illuminated with gas , for 


Walter M. Bayne, from original sketches taken by himself, 
and which occupied three years in preparation. It has been 
witnessed in Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, by up- 


I witnessed in Boston, Philadelphia 
wards of 900,000 persons. 

An exhibition every Wednesday 


lice not only to him, but to nine tenths of the was once a convention assembled in my own character, public and private, he felt the utmost 
Northern members on his side of the House. He State, composed of men who, for charaoter and respect, and even admiration. But he begged 
had distinctly stated that he was ready to give his intellect, were not surpassed by the same number leave to differ from them on this question. His 
vote for any Whig, whether he oame from the of men in this Union. They were suspeoted of a opinion was, that the alarm which had been raised ! 
North or the South. He had voted yesterday for want of attachment to the Union. Although I here was unnecessary; and therefore he could 
a Whig from the extreme South. He was pre- am bound to say that, so far as the members from not concur entirely in theoourse which some gen- 
pared to do.so again. Connecticut were concerned, I do not believe they tlemen pursued, though he considered it a great 

Mr. Inge. Would you vote for the gentleman ever entertain#! the idea of doing what Southern misfortune that he was constrained to differ from 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toombs 7] gentlemen have openly avowed their intention to them. 

Mr. Duer. I did not understand the gentleman do u P 0tt tbe happening of a certain event; yet Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, obtained the floor, 
from Georgia as expressing himself hostile to the the , suspicion of disloyalty to the Union blasted He was, lie said, no extremist in opinion. If there 
11 nion, but only opposed to its continuance in ease their political prospects, and sent them to their was one district in the country which felt a deep- 
certain contingencies should happen. With that graves with that stain upon their otherwise fair and abiding interest in the question under consid- 
understanding of his position, I mould vote for the fame - gentlemen on this floor take warning eration, he represented that district. Fie had been 

gentleman, if it were necessary to effect an organ- from their Tbe sin of disunion is one that astonished to hear the value of the Union oalcu- 


izition of the House. But I would not vote to 
place in that chair any man, whether from the 
North or the South, who I believed would use his 
power for the purpose of dissolving the Union. 
Mr. Harmanson was understood to inquire— 
Would you vote for a Wilmot Proviso man? 
Mr. Duer. Without doubt I would. 


at accommodating gentleman, truly ! He jj uk ’ 


would vote for a Wilmot Proviso man, and he 
would vote too for Mr. Toombs, of Georgia! 
How delighted that gentleman and his associates 
must have been at the effect of their exhibition!] 
Mr. Baker, of Illinois, replied to Mr. Toombs. 


from their fate. The sin of disunion is one that astonished to hear the value of the Union ealcu- 
Will not be forgotten or forgiven. These gentle- lated here to-day. He had been astonished to 
men seem to suppose that the North would be the hear the appeals which, from both geographical 
only sufferers by a dissolution of the Union The extremes of the country, had been made here to- 
gentlemen are mistaken. The States proposing day. He believed that the astonishment which lie 
secession bear the same relation to the Union himself felt would be responded to by the amaze- 
that a limb does to the body. Amputation would ment whioh would strike deep into the hearts of 
disfigure and injure the body, but the limb would the people of this Republic, 
perish. _ For one, .he was unwilling to adjourn. He had 

But, sir, I did not rise to make a speech, but heard from agentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 


The result of the 45th trial was: 
Linn Boyd, of Kentucky, received 
Edward Stanly, of North Carolina 
Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts 
Emery D. Potter, of Ohio - 
Thaddeus Stevens, of Pennsylvania 
David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania - 
Charles S. Morehead, of Kentucky 
William Duer, of New York 
William Strong, of Pennsylvania 
David Outlaw, of North Carolina 
George W. Julian, of Indiana 
Henry W. Hilliard, of Alabama - 
Howell Cobb, of Georgia 
Robert C. Schenck, of Ohio 
Edward W. McGaughey, of Indiana - 
John L. Robinson, of Indiana 
Richard Parker, of Virginia 
F. P. Stanton, of Tennessee 
Horace Mann, of Massachusetts - 
John A. McClernand, of Illinois - 
Charles Durkee, of Wisconsin - 


Lane, McMullen, McQueen, McWillic. Meade, Four more trials were made withoi 
Miller, Millson, Morse, Orr Parker Peaslee, T he vote on the first and fourth trials 
P helps, Powell, Richardson, Robmns, Robinson, 

Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, lows: , 

R. H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Winthrop .... cj 

Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- \ 

lace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood- McClernand 1 

ward, and Young. Boyd .----( 

For Edward Stanly. —Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Julian. 

Andrews, Ashmun, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Potter.J 

Chester Butler, T. B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, nisnev 
Chandler, Clark, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Deberry, y 

Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, ^obb 

Freedley, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Hay- MoLane - - - - 

mond, Henry, Houston, James L. Johnson, Kerr, MeLanahan - 

D. P. King, James G. King, J. A. King, Levin, Cabell. 

Marshall, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Moore. ,/ 

Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle,. Otis’, Outlaw 

Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Reed, Risley, Rose, Stevens. 

Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Robinson - 

Shepperd, Silvester, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Morehead - - - - 

Thurman, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, T „ „„ r/, „ 

Williams,’and Winthrop. ’ ’ da ™es Thompson - - - 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —Messrs. Alexander, Baker. 

Brooks, Burrows, Dixon, Fowler, Hebard, George Strong. 

G. King, Matteson, Meaoham, and Spaulding. 

For Thaddeus Stevens. —Messrs. Allen, Baker. FllfllVf If (Ill API? 

Bennett, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Corwin, Diek- 

*TJ&% 0d S mr, ~°§ Ham P‘° n ’ Th® steamer Hibernia, from Liver 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Horace Mann, Nes, Halifax nr. Mm 

Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Sackett t 

Sprague, Tuck, Wilson, and Crowell. ’ ’ “"?w ng report of her news comes t. 

For Emery D. Potter. Messrs. Bingham, Booth, s p ' Liwaroor Dccembn 

Buel, Cable, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, Gerry, Bar- „ „ . , f 

lan, Hoagland, Peck. Stetson. Strong, Sweetzer, Cotton is dull. Holders, iu the absi 

Waldo, Wood, Walden, and Wentworth. mand > have reduced their prices full; 

For Howell Cobb— Mr. Boyd. of a penny. The committee’s miotatio 

For Christopher. H. Williams— Mr. E. C. Cabell Pair Upland and Mobile, 6}^, Ot 

For David T. Disney— Messrs. Carter, Morris, The § ram trade is a,so very tame 1 ho1 
and Olds, willingly accept reduced prices. Arne 

For David Outlaw— Mr. Clingman. [sells in Liverpool at 23.?. a 24.?. for the 

For John L. Robinson— Mr. Disney. ern Canal i Indlan cori119 ™ Te ry fair 

For Jacob Thompson —Mr Inge. 29*. to 29s- 6 d. for white, and 36*. 9 d 


made without, complaint of Christopher C. Parker, receiver of tbe pi 

maue wi mgm. success- fcv of Georfre,and Walter Williams n the ImmU in' 


fcy of George.and Walter Williams in th« hands of John S. 
Williams and John W. Pound, and the complaint of Lyman 
A. Spalding, which is filed in the Clerk's office of Niagara 
county, and to serve a copy of your answer on me, at the 
village of Lockport, in the county of Niagara, within twenty 
'lays after the service;©.!this summons, exclusive of the day 
of service; or, in default thereof, the plaintiff will apply to 
the Supreme Court, at a term thereof to be held at the 


WILD CHERRY BALSAM. 

T HE Boston Mercantile Journal gives the following notice 
of the most popular remedy of the day : 


X of the most popular remedy of the day; 

“ Wild Cherry Balsam.-—We speak in praise of WistaT’s 
Balsam of Wild Cherry, because we believe, from our own 
knowledge of the article, ^that ^it m oue of the best in the 

, ^|^| 0 me4foinvOTSB/ft^roah»TespeoSesoi»«e ) 
and carefully prepared by an experienced and skillful phy¬ 
sician, is received by the public with confidence. Its efficacy 

fame has rapidly extended. It has been extensively used in 
every part of the country, particularly in the Middle and 
Northern States; and strong testimony, from intelligent 
, and highly respectable persons, has been adduced in favor of 
| its merits as a^remedyfor colds and coughs, affections of the 

The Genuine and Original 
Dr. Wfstax’s Balsam of Wild Cherry, 
on account of its great, popularity, has been extensively 


The Steamer Hibernia, from Liverpool on the 03 , m terfeited in Philadelphia, ami some thousand bottles of 
1st instant, arrived at Halifax on Monday. The the spurious imitation thrown into the market and exttn- 
following report of her news comes through the aively circulated. 

telegraph. Examine Closely Before Purchasing ! 


tch Gerr Har .Liverpool, December 1, 1849. Look well to tin 

brnher Ewpotvor" Cotton is dull. Holders, in the absence of de- „ 

ntWOTth ’ maud, have reduced their prices fully an eighth- g i afl r ,- earihbottleS^g'aUbrtonme 

of a penny. The committee’s quotations are: nature of H. WISTAR, M. D. 

Mr F r cvwi Fair Upland and Mobile, 6 U'; Orleans, 6 %. This will-be enveloped with a wrapper; copyright, secur- 
Carter Morris The grain trade is also very’tame ; holders would 1 $ ^ ™ will always appear to. written s.^ure 
’ ’ willingly accept reduced prices. American flour F . R s pattersoi 

man. ‘BeUl in Liverpool at 23,?. a 24.?, for the best West- Drugziats generally, everywhere. 

o nP v ern Canal; Indian corn is in very fair request, at - 

“ 29.?. to 29s- 6 d. for white, and 26s. 94. to 27.?. for MON EV ! MONEY 1 


Ixamwe CnoSEnv Bkfore Purchasing ! 

Look well to the Marks. 


For Wm. Strong —Messrs. Preston King and V«llflvr. Consols are 95l$j a 90J4- 
A telearanhic desnatch from 


A telegraphic despatch from Berlin announces 


>r Charles S. Morehead. —Messrs. Owen, Alex- tbat tbe Austrian Cabinet had made a formal 


15. J ARVIS, Attorney at. I.awrt 
IVtiobigan, Indiana, i Hindis, Missouri, it 


ander Id. Stephens, Toombs, and Hilliard. 
For James Thompson—Mr. Potter. 

For Charles M. Conrad— Mr. Stanly. 
For William Duer. —Mr.T. Stevens. 

For James G. King—Mr. Underhill. 
The. House then adjourned. 


[It will be observed that, while many Northern 


protest against the convocation of the German “Loss,” “(So 
Parliament at Erfurt, and that the Austrian Gov- pjTe^jesre'T'e 
eminent had alluded to a probable armed intefer- there will he 
enoe on its part in the affairs of Germany. The except posena 
same despatch says that the Prussian Government wi 

had answered the Austrian Government, by de- 


“Loss,” “Clone West,” and “. 
chants, newspaper publishers, n 
Five years’ experience has giv, 


A letter to the Morning Chronicle says that 


candidates, Southern members carefully abstain Prince Schwartzenburg recently pointed 


n Pennsylvania avenue, 
E sts., Washington, D. C. 
II. N. GILBERT. 


simply to say that we of the North desire a calm. Allen,] who represented one class of opinions, an 
candid discussion of the matters in dispute be- appeal to the North to tarry until to-morrow, and 
tween us. We shall make no threats, and shall organize the House upon sectional frauds. He 
not be disturbed by any that may be made by had heard from the two gentlemen from Georgia 
others. [Mr. Toombs and Mr. Stephens] the declaration 

The people of the North love liberty, and wish of a hope that discord might reign in this Hall 


_The vote in detail on the last trial was— 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —Messrs. Alexander, 


| from voting for Northern candidates.] ' the Prussian Government the danger likely to -1-.-— 

1 __ arise from the convocation of Parliament,, insisting to the readers or the national era 

Monpay, December 17 1849 on the revolutionary tendency to whioh it would IN OHIO. 

The Senate, having received a communication ^’ e ” s ^ aild that ^ oab J, be . felt L : 

> ° . only m the Austrian States, but m Prussia. Sub- -rL obtain apphcafcionH for insurance in the St Lawrence 

om the. President, went into Executive session; se q U ently, Prussia replied that she had duly “.“SI oS 

id after some time spent therein, the doors were weighed all these considerations, but that the commission pai/by tie Company. ‘ AdUross 
iened, and the Senate adjourned. most'elevated and pressing motives'urged her to H. F. bkington, General Agent. 

HOUSE OF representatives. persevere As regarded real;dangers, she would _ _ Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Kaufman, of Tesas, offered the following £*, ““IT , 

” 1 “ , ' 0n: case require it, Austria will not. hesitate to have TSSWSG’SW-SfSSXS'-? 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. Kaufman, of Texas, offered the following 
resolution: 


in, but I it secured to earth’s suffering millions; t 


until the House could be organized, by oonccs- 


Brooks, Burrows, Chandler, Clarke, Conger, Dix¬ 
on, Fowler, Goodenow, Gott, Ilalloway, Hay, 
Hebard, Jackson, George G. King, James G. 
King, John A. King, Matteson, Meacham, Nel¬ 
son, Newell, Phoenix, Reed, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, and Stanly. 

For Emery D. Potter .—Messrs. Albertson, Buel, 


Resolved, That if no person have a majority of recourse to an armed intervention. So that we tail store, Book-keeper, Collector, Agent, travelling or fixed, 
all the. votes oast for Speaker on the next ballot, are once more on the eve of a serious conflict. or any other like business. He can furnish testimonials of 
then, upon the second ballot after the adoption In France, the quarrels of members of the As- i^SiS^.tid’of^indnsSoUs^bifi^'persons'wUMng'to 
this resolution, if any member shall receive only sembly have terminated in half a dozen duels, employ will please address, (post, paid,) in time for their let- 
one less than a majority of the whole number of M. Pierre has figured in three or four of these ters to be received by the 1 st of December, 
votes, he shall be declared to be elected; and if encounters, none of whioh terminated fatally. s „ E - 

no person be elected Speaker on the said second Measures for modifying the Constitution are still *” y an ’ „ 

ballot, then, upon the next (third) ballot, if any discussed. It is now suggested to change the cop y three times”aiid S forwimUcoount 
member shall receive only two less than a major- legislative assembly into a constituent body, to be tainiug an insertion. 


K. X,. WILSON, 

Sandy Run, Cleveland Co., N. C. 
The Washington “Union” and the “ Republic” will pleas 
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Berlin, Novetnber 20,' 1849. 

The ground is whitened this morning with a 
light snow, just enough to remind us of the ap¬ 
proach of winter. We have had very pleasant 
weather thus far, scarcely cold enough to be bra¬ 
cing. The winter has only given sign of its pres¬ 
ence by shrinking the days into a very narrow 
compass. The daylight comes a little before 
eight, and the twilight a little after four; this 
city lying in a latitude several degrees north of 
that of Montreal. Everybody — that is, every 
body who has had money enough to do so—has 
laid in his fuel for the winter, and is longing for 
the winter to set in, just as a sea-faring man; who 
has got his freight; water, and provisions, longs to 
Bet out on hia six months’ voyage. The richer 
classes do not suffer much here from cold, as the 
houses are excellently warmed by the large Rus¬ 
sian stoves in uso. The stove is generally the 
handsomest piece of furniture in the room. It is 
in the shape of an oblong square, about seven feet 
high, is covered with a material that rivals, in 
appearance, the finest white porcelain, and is fre¬ 
quently ornamented on the sides with bas-relief 
figures, and at the top with miniature towers and 
battlements, or a small statue of some of the hea¬ 
then gods or Christian virtues. The sto’ 
quite as useful as ornamental: a few sticks, put 
in at six in the morning and at four in the after¬ 
noon, are enough to keep the room comfortably 
warm during the day and evening. When the 
stove is once heated, it remains warm for several 
hours. Its introduction into American parlors 
and dining rooms would certainly be a great im¬ 
provement. 

To' change the Subject to politics, I have pre¬ 
pared for yqu a catalogue of the recent severities 
of the counter-revolutionary powers, which may 
be headed— 

reactiWaky excesses. 

The Papal Government is persecuting the Jews 
at Rome. Muny of {hem have been seized and 
imprisoned, and the rest subjected to the annoy¬ 
ances of the police. Several hundred function¬ 
aries have been removed\rom office at Rome: 
sixty in the department of Foreign Relations. 
The cause is, having remained in office after the 
flight of the Pope. 

Petraglio has been condemned; to five years of 
solitary confinement, by the Cardinals’ oommis- 


B. Pichi, a venerable priest of 05 years of age, 
has been also found guilty of high treason. His 
offence was, having officiated as deacon in the 
ligious solemnities celebrated last Easter, by the 
National Assembly of Rome. 

At Ancona, the Papal War Counoil has sen¬ 
tenced Pesarerti to two months’ imprisonment, 
because an old pistol was found on his premises; 
and eight others to the same term of imprison¬ 
ment, and to be fed on bread and water, for the 
crime of not delivering up the arms in their pos- 


In Hungary, the Court Martial at Pesth 
fenced, last week, fifteen persons to be shot. The 
penalty was commuted into imprisonment for life. 

Reperski, who was included in the oapitulation 
of Comoro, and was entitled to his life and free¬ 
dom, has been treacherously seized and shot by 
order of the Austrian Government. 

A woman, sentenced for high treason, was hung 
last week, according to sentence of the Pesth 

At Kronstadt, the Austrian military couri 
sentenced n good number of peasants to re 
each between fifty and sixty lashes on the bare 
baok. This punishment is still infiioted at Parma 
on Italians. 

The Vienna papers announce, without com¬ 
ment, that the police are on the traok of Madame 
Kossuth. That noble woman is hunted down by 
human bloodhounds, for the patriotism of her 
husband. If she he taken, she will probably be 
confined in prison; the Austrian Government 
will hardly dare to murder her as it has done so 
many others. 

Seventy-two persons have been sentenced to 
death by the Vienna War Council since it com¬ 
menced its session, and twenty-five of the sen¬ 
tences carried into execution. 

At Pesth, General Haynau gave the order that 
every sign-board in town should bear its inscrip¬ 
tion in German as well as Hungarian letters. 
The shop-keepers were obliged to comply, but 
many of them painted the German letters in so 
small a character as to be nearly illegible. For 
this offence, they were punished with fines and 
imprisonment. 

Blaise Salomon has been sentenced, at Vienna, 
to three years’ solitary confinement, for some free 
remarks, made in conversation, on the course of 
the Austrian Government in Hungary. 

Two newspapers have been seized at Prague 
for having published reports of the trial of Doctor 
Fisohoff, the editor of one of them. The Doctor 
was sentenoed to several years’ imprisonment. 

At the same place, a man named Kayser, a 
sober, hard-working man, and father of a family 
of seven children, has been sentenced ,tb one 
year’s imprisonment, for having a gun in his pos- 


At Lemberg, in G.nllicia, thirty-four persons 
have been sentenoed to imprisonment for life, for 
the crime of attempting to join the Magyars in 
their late struggle. 

At Leopol, in Poland, (f young man who had 
called the Czar a tyrant,-was beaten by the sol¬ 
diers until he was Joft for dead, and then con¬ 
demned to prison by the magistrate 

At Kalisch, the Russian police made an irrup¬ 
tion into the boarding school of Madame Fullboro ) 
whose pupils had been charged with composing 
and singing .liberty songs. The desks of the 
young ladies were searched, they themselves 
were strictly interrogated and menaced, and sev¬ 
eral treasonous songs and manuscripts taken 

The Jews at Craoow, who had ventured to es¬ 
tablish a few shops and occupy a few houses 
cut of the miserable quarter of the Ghetto as¬ 
signed to them, have been forced to retire to that 

The Jews at Pesth were ordered, last week, by 
General Haynau, to pay up in full the amount of 
the contribution levied on them, under the penal¬ 
ty of the arrest of twenty of their principal men, 
who were to be' kept in prison until the 'whole- 
should he paid. This threw the Jewish quarter 
into great, trouble, for they believed that the Em¬ 
peror had remitted the amount, on account of the 
impossibility of their paying it. At a late hour, 
the Emperor’s letter was found among some loose 
papers, where it had lain for nine days, This 
persecution of the Jews is the topic of some hu¬ 
morous articles in the Lloyd, a reactionary paper 
at Vienna. A man who could sport on such a 
subject, would think the grave of his father a 
good place to crack jokes. 

At Olmutz, in Austria, the troops are now con¬ 
signed at dusk. This measure has been rendered 
necessary by the number of murders and outrages 
of all kinds perpetrat ed by the soldiers. 

At Lippstadt, in Prussia, a soldier has been 
killed, and several citizens and soldiera severely 
wounded, in a street affray. 

At numerous other points in Prussia, the ex¬ 
cesses of the military have so multiplied, that 
there is plausibility in the assevtion,of the Demo¬ 
cratic papers, that the soldiers are set on by the 
officers, in order to widen the breach between the 
army and the citizens. At Heidelberg, numerous 
affrays on the street called out a proclamation 
from the military commandant, Col. Eberstein, 
the 11th, which stated that the cause of the 
affrays lay in the fact that the inhabitants would 
not give the sidewalk to the soldiers and officers, 
and ordered them to do so for the future; to offi¬ 
cers at all times, andto soldiers on duty. 

The Berlin police continues to harass the dem¬ 
ocratic clubs by all the petty means conceivable. 

Several newspapers have been suppressed : the 
Observador, Clamor Publico, and a third, (whose 
pame escapes me,) at Madrid, two at Vienna, and 


to at Prague. One of those suppressed at Vien- 
i was edited by the Hungarian Count, Festikitz. 
At Berlin, several persons have been condemned 
for participating in the disturbances .that took 
place after the dissolution of the National Assem¬ 
bly. They have ail been sentenoed to two and 
three months’ imprisonment, though the State’s 
Attorney insisted on the full penalty of four years. 
A Mr. Zeigler has been indicted for high treason, 
for having distributed some pamphlets containing 
the proceedings of the late National Assembly. 
The Minister of Public Worship has refused 
authorize a Catholic township to have its own 
priest, and to worship after its own fashion. 

Such is the week’s record of the cruelties, mur¬ 
ders, persecutions, and infamies, with •whioh the 
so-named friends of order and law have stained 
their cause. 

REAL PROGRESS OF THE REACTIONARY PARTY- 
The only advantages gained during the last 
few days by this party are the defeat Of the Dem¬ 
ocratic party at Hamburg, the dissolution of the 
Parliament at Anholt, and the adhesion of the 
Governments to the Central Commission. The 
first has been brought about by the Prussian 
Government, which has occupied Hamburgh with 
its troop*; and forces the people to submit to 
an aristocratic Senate. You may remember that 
the Constituent Assembly, elected last year, has 
passed a Democratic Constitution, which, among 
other good things, abolishes the old Senate, with 
its five Sections, and the hereditary Burgher’s 
"House. The Senate and House refused to ac¬ 
cede, and called in the Prussian troops to aid 
them. A riot, probably excited by the Senate, 
afforded the pretext, to Prussia to interfere; Ham¬ 
burgh was oocupied ; and, since then, the Senate 
has had everything its own way. It has granted 
a Constitution to the people, which is decidedly 
an improvement on the old system, hut far infe¬ 
rior to that framed by the Constituent Assembly. 
The poople of Hamburgh will be forced by Prus¬ 
sian bayonets to adopt this Constitution. The 
price to be paid for Prussia’s services in this mat¬ 
ter is the accession of Hamburgh to the Prussian 
Federal State. As this will.in the long run be 
so mach gained for the cause of Progress, this ad¬ 
vantage of the reaction is not important, and may 
be considered wholly temporary in its nature. 

In the Duchy of Anholt, tho Duke has dismissed 
a liberal ministry, that had the confidence of the 
whole people, and dissolved the Parliament, which 
would not agree to revise this Constitution, so as 
to give him an absolute veto. On the same day 
he issued a proclamation for a new election. He 
intends to ask from the new House not only the 
absolute veto, but the permission for the for¬ 
mer nobles to use their titles without privileges, 
and also a law to restrain the right of association 
and the right of the army to petition. He is on 
the attacking side at present, but bow long he 
will remain so is uncertain. The new elections 
will probably send a Parliament more democratic 
than the old one. 

The princes of Germany have gained a more 
serious and permanent advantage in the organi¬ 
zation of the Central Commission, whioh will 
probably enter on its functions in two or three 
weeks. This Commission represents in reality a 
league of the princes for mutual aid and assist¬ 
ance against their unruly subjects, although appa¬ 
rently only Austria and Prussia. The whole 
armed force of Germany may now be brought to 
bear against an insurrection at any one point 
The four Commissioners are expected at Frank¬ 
fort in the last week of the present month. 

FLANS OF THE REACTION. 

These seem to be directed for the present 
against the independence of Switzerland. The 
Paris papers which act as the agents of Prussia, 
sustain her policy, and are reputed to he paid by 
her gold, assert in round terms that Russia, Aus¬ 
tria, and Prussia,, have demanded the cooperation 
of France to obtain three points from Switzer¬ 
land : 

1 I. Restoration to Prussia of Neufchatel. 

’ 2. Expulsion of the political refugees. 


,s guaran- 


... Restoration of the Constitution, 
tied by the treaties of 1815. 

The first is based on the rights of the King of 
Prussia, who has never consented to the new Con¬ 
stitution of Switzerland, by which he has been 
deprived of them ; the second on the necessity of 
securing the tranquillity of Europe; and the third 
on the duty of the great, Powers, under the trea¬ 
ties of 1815, to protect the small Cantons against 
the larger, which,under the Constitution of 184*7, 
have the political power to which their popula- 


_ties them. If France will consent, the 

Austrian troops now concentrated 
era boundary of Switzerland will advance and 
occupy tiM or three Cantons on the side next ' 
Italy. The great question i 


i, will Fra 


President Bonaparte will probably answer i 
the first point, No—because he cannot wish 
give Prussia possession of several strong poir 
on the French frontier; on the second point, 
No—because Switzerland generously protected 
him when he was not only a refugee, but a pre- 
tendant; and on the third point, No—because 
it would be superlatively absurd for France to 
pretend any interest in the treaties of 1815, when 
her present form of Government exists in defi¬ 
ance of those very treaties. 

Another reason and a strong one is, that Prus¬ 
sian, Austrian, and Russian troops at Geneva 
would probably endeavor to march to Paris. 

The truth of the matter probably is, that the 
eastern Governments are not pressing this busi¬ 
ness in earnest, bat intend to keep it open by 
negotiation, so as not to lose their right to inter¬ 
fere, should a good opportunity offer. 

PROGRESS OF THE REVOLUTION. 

Under this head, I shall hot give you facts 
tioned in former letters,, bat confine myself to those 
of recent occurrence. 

The King of Holland has been compelled to 
appoint a Democratic ministry, with M. Thorn- 
beoke at its head. No other ministry was possi¬ 
ble. In vain did the King invite one eminent 
conservative after another to assume the reins 
of power ; the answer was always one of refu¬ 
sal—for no conservative ministry could hope to 
stand a day before the Democratic Chambers. 
The King refused to yield for two months after 
the resignation of his former Cabinet, which was 
also a liberal one, although not radical enough 
to please the legislative majority. He could do 
nothing else, and resigned himself at last to the 


noming Oise, auu rewgueu 1,1 

ineyitable. M. Thorahecke, the. new prime 
iscer, is a man of firmness and sound judgment, 
and will no doubt do much to- prepare the way 
for the introduction of equality of rights in Hol¬ 
land. 

The address of the King of Belgium, on the 
opening of the Legislative Chambers on the 13th, 
is an evidence of the advance in that Kingdom of 
democratic legislation. The laws recommended 
are all of this character. One of them if ~ 
oure free professional education as well 
primary school education. 

The Emperor of Russia has modified the Rus¬ 
sian tariff in favor of the principles of free trade. 
Several articles heretofore heavily taxed are to 
be admitted free of duty, and the duties on many 
others are greatly reduced. The new act goes 
into effect on the 1st of January. The import¬ 
ance of this step is easily seen. With a freer 
commerce, new ideas will stream in on that land 
of ignoranoe; and a few years may give the Czar 
so much to do at home, that he will have little 
leisure to intermeddle with the affairs of the rest 
of Europe, whioh he is so fond of doing at present. 
He perhaps sees this, but has been forced to 
change the old high tariff system. Under it, 
smuggling has become a profession, the regular 
trade was greatly reduced, the revenue from im. 
port duties was small, and bands of men, hall 
robbers, half smugglers, infested the frontiers, 
which are too extensive to be guarded. If Russia 
can once become a country of merchants and 
trading people, the Czar may prepare to drop his 


itle of Autocrat, for it will no longer be appro- 

The Hanover Legislature is decidedly Demo¬ 
cratic. Last week it passed a resolution in favor 
of a general amnesty for all political offenoes, by 
a vote of 41 to 34. The King, in his speech, 
promised to march steadily in the path of reform 
and liberal legislation. > 

The Saxony Chambers are also democratic. In 
the Senate there are 25 Democrats, 13 Conserva¬ 
tives, and 8 whose opinions are not known. In 
the House, there are 47 Democrats, and 28 Con¬ 
servatives. You are aware that immediately after 
the result of the late election was known, the 
King hastened to proclaim an amnesty for all po¬ 
litical offences. 

The trials in France of persons accused of par¬ 
ticipation in the insurrection of the 13th of May. 
have all resulted to the advantage of the Democ¬ 
racy. Nineteen trials, in different departments, 
all resulted in the acquittal of the accused ; the 
Government was unable to procure a single con¬ 
viction. But at Versailles, where the doctrine of 
the right of a handfull of men to rise against, the' 
Government, on an infraction of the Constitution, 
without waiting for the whole community to pro¬ 
nounce at the ballot-box, was advocated by the 
defence, the jury answered by a verdict of guilty. 

I know of no political attempt more criminal than 
that of the 13th of June. The people were about 
to pronounce their opinion at the polls in si 
thirty departments, when the mad attempt to o' 
turn the Constitution and the Government 
made by a number of hot-brained enthusiasts. If 
they had believed in the right of the people to ‘ 
judge, they would never have usurped its place. 

Much good is likely to result to the popular 
cause from the present position of President Bo-, 
napartc, relative to the majority of tho Chamber. 
The scission is complete, and is poorly veiled. 


What will result from it ? The President will 
probably become liberal, in order to please the 
people, on whom he must exclusively rely. He 
will grant amnesties, propose reforms, pursue a 


dignified foreign policy, and thus make 
friends. The Chamber, on the other band,-will 
take pleasure in refusing to increase the pay of 
the President and Vice President, in pointing out 
all the princely airs assumed by the President, 
and in competing with him for the good graces of 
the people. Already has the extreme right- been 
deserted by a large number, who are forming 
around General Cavaignac. The Bonaparte mem¬ 
bers and General Cavaignao’s, or the Centre par¬ 
ty, have already joined forces. This Centre party 
will probably outnumber either the Right or the 
Left, and these last will surely never join, except 
in negative measures. The old adage, “ When 
thieves fall Out, honest men get their due.” is 
not inappropriate here. The Republic will be 
benefited by these dissensions of selfish politi- 
• . W. B. 


nvoluntariiy caught the infeoiion; that is it! 
I must get well. Ah ! there is Kate Jumper pass- 
ato Mrs. Armstrong’s chamber; a privy 
council to be held there ; I wonder upon what 
lubjeek. Happily, it is none of my business.” And 
Brighty began to moke her evening toilet, and 
oon absorbed in the’ interesting occupation. 


THE MOTHER-IN-LAW. 

A STORY OF THE ISLAND ESTATE. 


F.. SODTn WORTH. 


BRITANNIA. 

Around her playfnl lips do glitter . 

Heat lightnings of a girlish scorn: 
Harmless they are, for nothing bitte 


Within its warm nest quietly, 

But ever, from the full, dark eye, 

Is looking kindly night and morn. 


“ This lady’s arrogance grows intolerable, ii 
supportable, insufferable! ” exclaimed Britannia 
O’Riley, flinging Open her chamber door, e: 
ing hastily, and walking up and down the floor in 
excitement. 

It was after some such scene as that of the 
drawing room, described in the last chapter. 

“She treats me with more hauteur than she 
Bhowq the lowest of her slaves, for the simple 
son that she thinks it impossible one of them 
should presume on her clemehoy, and she fears 
is quite possible I might! I cannot endure it! 
this slow, cold, snow-fall of petrifying pride, i 
gealing aB it descends. I wonder it does 
dampen and chill me! I wonder it does not 
freeze me into apathy—into death! Or l should 
wonder, if I did not recollect that the avalanche 
of ice and snow heaped on Vesuvius’s summit 
does not quench the fire in its bosom, does not 
prevent it breaking out into a blaze, and burying 
a city or a province in its lava ! I am on the eve 
of an irruption, and Herculaneum (whioh is Mrs. 
Armstrong) does not know it. Yes; Mrs. Arm¬ 
strong kindles the fire in my bosom, fans 
flame, and i tremble on the verge of an explosion 
every moment. I shall blow out soon; I know—I 
feel I shall; and then how the hot fire of my 
anger will fuse, scorch up, and annihilate this 
lady’s pride.” 

Brighty’s strong melo-dramatic mood was 
foaming up; effervescing into comedy already. 
Her good humor was returning. 

- “ After all, I would not mind it if I oould en¬ 
tirely keep my temper. It is unpleasant to re¬ 
member that I have said sharp, sarcastic things 
to a lady of her age and standing—and she is a 
lady, with all her grave faults; and grave faults 
they are, capable, I sometimes think, of leading to 

She paused and turned around, facing a picture 
that attracted, magnetized her. It was Cordelia, 
with her fair brow, serious eyes, and sweet lips- 
She gazed deep down into the face, spell-bound. 

“ There is a filial piety free from the supersti¬ 
tion, the morbid excess, that characterizes that of 
our Louise. Cordelia could live, labor, or die, for 
her father, but could not flatter one weakness of 
the old king. I wish I had your meekness , Corde¬ 
lia, as well as your frankness; then I should be 
able to beaffthis lady’s haughtiness better than I 


do. 


I go to church Sunday morning, and I hear a 
good sermon, and I come home thoughtful, fully 
determined to conquer my own spirit, to get a 
viotory over my besetting sin. Well, I am gentle 
all day. At night, lying awake, I act over all the 
scences in which Mrs. Armstrong is certainly to 
play the supercilious—I,. (possibly,) to play the 
meek and lowly in spirit. Very well. Monday I 
keep guard on myself. Tuesday I grow tired of 
the sentinelsbip. Wednesday, Mrs. Armstrong 
does or says something offensive to me. I ai 
fire; I forget meekness; I only remember courage, 
spirit, heroism, and I give her, in return, a small 
hint of what I may, and, I am afraid ,,shall give her 
one of these days, if I do not grow in grace faster 
than I am growing. I would there were preach¬ 
ing three times a week. I cannot remember to be 
good from one Sunday to another. Or I wish, oh, 
how I wish, some middle-aged preacher had 
ried me when I was fifteen. I am afraid a 
preacher would have a terrible home with me 
non! And yet this is a poor way to pass life. 
Even suppose I shall live to be three score and 
ten. I have passed one-tbird of that time, and 
what have I done for God, for my neighbor, 
even for myself ? Nothing! I wish 1 could be 
sure that I bad been 'of any real service to Louise 
in teaching her to read bad French and Italian in 
a worse accent. But I know that I have not. 
Here I am, lingering on, because the elegant lux¬ 
ury of this establishment pleases me ; because I 
can enjoy it as if it were my own. I wish I were 
not so enslaved by this love of ease and elegance. 
I would go somewhere where I would be of use. 
How I admire the self-resignation, the ascetic 
self-denial of the Sisters of Charity. Ah, mi 
have Cordelia’s meekness, and can’t be meek. .1 
admire Sister Mary’s or Sister Martha’s self-de- 
vOtion, but I can’t be self-devoted. A bundle of 
fine sentiments have I, instead of good principles. 
How long is this life to last l It cannot last long 
at least, this Mont Crystal chapter, for Louise if 
nearly sixteen, and I think her mother will nol 
want my services much longer. And then where l 
Ah ! that strikes me pleasantly ; fancy is free 
roam all over the earth for another home. The 
world is all before me, where to choose. The 
uncertainty is pleasant. Shall I next live in a 
hilly country or a level one ?—in the interior or 
on the seashore ? Shall I go north, south, east, 
or west 1 At any rate, what new faces, what new 
landscapes, shall I see? Yes, this vagrant, respect¬ 
ably vagrant life, is vastly agreeable. So agreea¬ 
ble,. that I wish to redeem it. by great utility. 
Yes, ! my lines are cast in pleasant places; ’ this 
is a free, careless life enough. The vagueness of 
the future is piquant; truly I would not ri 
the gay liberty of my present life; nothing would 
tempt me to resign it but the prospect—no, the 
certainty of taking the head of some splendid 
palace as its mistress. Truly there is something 
of the gipsey in my disposition; I am a blending 
of the empress and the Zingaro. . Ah, I have it. 
It is known that tho west of Ireland,, from 
whence I come, was settled by a colony of Span¬ 
iards, ages ago. Now I know that I am descend 
by many generations from one of the old so' 
reigns of the soil and a Zingaro emigrant, 
squatter, and hence comes my love of elegant pal¬ 
ace-houses, and also the wandering liberty of wild 
nature. No, nothing would tempt me to leave this 
pleasant, governessing life, With its piquant vari¬ 
eties, and uncertainties, and unexpected crises, 
except the invitation to take the head of just such 
a splendid palace, as that upon the Isle of Rays. 
Mont Crystal is a magnificent place, but. the Pal¬ 
ace Of the Isle is something to go crazy about. 
And now I wonder why I am always dreaming of 
that Island Palace. I never dream of its inmates. 
Surely I have no half-formed matrimonial design 
on Louis Stuart-Gordon, the boy-heir of the 
Island Estate. lam only a poor governess, with¬ 
out an eagle left in my purse, yet I should nc 
cept the hand of Louis Stuart-Gordon, wer< 
honor tendered me to-day. I would not take the 
Island Estate, with that encumbrance, delicate 
and elegant as he is, or rather because of hie ele¬ 
gance and delicacy. 1 have elegance and delicacy 
enough myself for two people, and consequently, 
he who marries me, must be rough enough to make 
strength supposable, or I’ll none of him. There¬ 
fore, I am innocent of all covert designs on Louis 
Stuart-Gordon. Now, theD, why is it, that when¬ 
ever I oall up images of pay possible future homes, 
no picture but that of the Isle of Rays rises at my 
summons ? Ah, now I know the reason! It it 
epidemic among all the marriageable girls of the 
Valley, for a hundred miles around, and I have 


XII. 


KATE JUMPER. 

You shall fin l her the infernal Ate .in strange apparel. I 

Bh some sciholar would conjureher. . 

Much Mo About Notltivs- 

Let us accompany “Kate Jumper” into the 
chamber of her mistress, whither she had been 
summoned. . 

There was something sinister, appalling, almost 
spectral, about the lock of this woman. She was 
a mulatto of the tallest altitude, in whose face the 
negro features were not only decided, but grossly 
exaggerated. The low, receding forehead was 
lower and more receding; the nose larger, flatter, 
broader; the lips thicker, and more protruding 
even, than usual. Her goblin-like appearance 
vas enhanced by a head of hair, never out, that 
grew out an immense black bush all over her 
head ; by her dress of dusty, black stuff, and by 
the man’s bat that habitually surmounted the 
black bush. Kate Jumper was the loathing of 
all the neighborhood, and the terror of all the 
children. She had been the confidential attendant 
of Mrs. Armstrong in her early youth, and ever 
since her marriage Bhe filled that important post. 
She tad been the nurse, and now also acted as the 
maid of the young girl of whom her mother took 
too jealous care to intrust her in the hands of 
another servant. 

Doffing her hat and setting it down at the door, 
Kate Jumper entered the chamber of her mistress, 
whom she found at her evening toilet, Louise, as 
usual, sitting on a low ohair near her. 

“ My daughter, go and sit with your governess 
until she is ready,” said the lady, on seeing her 
maid enter. 

Louise arose, lifted the hand of her mother re¬ 
spectfully to her lips, and left the room. 

The lady brought her attendant to her side by 
a gesture. Resigning the arrangement of her 
gold-colored Irish gauze turban into the hands of 
her maid, she continued some time in silence. At 
length she inquired, with seeming indifference— 

“ Do you know where young Stuart-Gordon is, 
and what he is about, just now ? ” 

“ Fie is still at home, at tho Me, madam.” 

“ Ah ! I had not- seen or heard of him lately, 
and fancied that he had left the neighborhood. 
How does he amuse himself at the present time?’! 

“They say that he is going to see Miss Somer¬ 
ville.” 

“ How! ” exclaimed the lady, turning around 
so suddenly and sharply as to throw into chaos 
the elegant folds of the head-dress under Kate 
Jumper’s hands. But quietly recovering her 
composure and dignity, she inquired quietly— 

“ They say so 1 Who say so ? ” 

“ It is the common report of the whole neigh¬ 
borhood, madam. Every one says that it will be 


“And upon what grounds do tbey, everybody, 
assert such impossibilities, such absurdities ? ” 

“ Madam, Mr. Stuart-Gordon spends every fore¬ 
noon at the Crags; Miss Susan Somerville comes 
every evening to make tea at the Isle.” 

“ How long has this gone on?” 

“ For the last two weeks, madam.” 

“And Mr. Stuart-Gordon has spent every fore¬ 
noon, for the last two weeks, at the Crags? ” 

“ Yes, madam.” 

“And Miss Somerville has come over, every 
evening, to tea at the Isle ? ” 

“Yes, Madam.” 

" Inexplicable 1 . And no lady—no matron—to 


,n to say that 


countenance her visitB? 

“No, madam.” 

“ Disgraceful! What! do you 
she made these visits alone 

“Not alone, madam; Harriet,her housekeeper, 
attended her.” 

“No proper attendant on sueh an occasion; 
and, indeed, no proper attendant could have been 
found, the visit itself being highly improper. 
Flow is the General supposed to look upon this 
strange proceeding? ” 

“ He is very fond of Miss Susan Somerville.” 

“He offers no impediment to this proposed 
marriage ? ” 

“No, madam.” 

“You may go. : 

Kate Jumper left the room, and the lady fell 
profound thought. 


Mrs. Armstrong was no vulgar, manoeuvring 
match-maker, yet she had silently and naturally 
betrothed Louise to Louis, from her very cradle, 
and there seemed every sort of propriety in such 
a betrothal; the fitness of relative age, rank, 
wealth, proximity of estates, &c. And the$e were 
many strange coincidences in their circumstances. 
Both were only children, both were sole heirs, 
both were born on the same day of the same 
month—the maiden being just two years younger 
than the youth. The coincidence extended even 
to their names—Louis and Louise. They were 
devoted to each other as children. Their birth¬ 
days were celebrated together. One year, the 
festivities would be held at Mont Crystal; the 
next year, at the Isle. The parents of these chil¬ 
dren would have thought it almost sin if they had 
supposed that, in after life, either would have 
thought of wedding any but the other; but, 
though the thought of the future marriage of 
these children and these estates was ever in the 
hearts, it was never on the tongues of the parents, 
the praotioeof betrothing ohildren in their cradles 
never having existed in V irginia, aristocratic and 
conservative as that patrician State is known to 
be. This is not saying, however, that in Virginia 
lands are not more frequently married than hearts, 
and that lore-matches are not held in especial con¬ 
tempt—“ love being a sentiment that Thomas, the 
coachman, feels for Betty, the housemaid, and 
which generally ends in converting the said 
Thomas from a genteel servant into a slovenly 
brute, and Betty from a neat-handed Abigail to a 
haggard slattern, beaten by a drunken husband, 
and dragged at by ten squalling ohildren.” Love 
is not a gentlemanly or a lady-like propensity. 
Southern'aristocrats, however, leave this to the 
instinct of nobility supposed to be resident in the 
bosoms of their young patricians, and, therefore, 
would never think it necessary to take advantage 
of the non-age of their children, to bind them by 
suoh contracts if they oould. Least of all, would 
Mrs. Armstrong, withheld by a sentiment of 
pride—or the Stuart-Gordons, restrained by 
’principle—least.of all would they have affianced 


their children in infancy. Still it . 
minds of both. The annual celebration of the 
birthdays was kept up, and a competition of 
splendor, as to who should distinguish the day 
with greatest magnificence, interested the families 
of Mont Crystal and of The Isle of Rays. The 
very last celebration of the birthdays was held at 
The Isle of Rays, gentle Margaret Stuart-Gordon 
presidingover the festival. This was jugt amonth 
before her sudden death overwhelmed her bereaved 
family with sorrow, the whole neighborhood with 

g We have seen that Mrs. Armstrong possessed 
one master-passion, rains ; one predominant affec¬ 
tion, maternal love. The sovereignty of her soul 
was a di-umvirate, and the two powers that divided 
it were equally potent, and for a long time united, 
pride being firmly wedded to, and highly flattered 
by, the favored object of her paternal affection. 
But, as Louise approached womanhood, these pas¬ 
sions began to conflict, thus— 

The time was slowly but surely approaebing 
when it would be proper for the heiress of Mont 
Crystal to be married Her pride was interested 
in seeing her married, and established as the mis¬ 
tress of the most magnificent mansion and the 
greatest estate in the valley, and pride, enlisting 
policy on her side, would suffer no delay, run no 
risk of the loss of this desideratum. But her 
maternal love, if the fierce, selfish, and exacting 
passion deserved the name, rebelled against this 
decision. Pride would have been highly grati. 
fied by seeing Miss Armstrong, as Mrs. Stuart. 
Gordon, mistress of the Island palace. Maternal 
love was grieved at the anlicipation that far 
daushter should become the wife of Louis, mater¬ 
nal jealousy aroused by the thought that Louise 
should derive the happiness of her life from any 
other than herself. It is true, the mother coveted 
for her daughter no happiness that did not flow 
through herself. It is true, the thought of see¬ 
ing Louise in another home, united to another— 
a more genial, a more beloved, a life-long com- 
panion—of seeing her surrounded by an infant 
family, whioh with her husband should oocupy 
the largest share of her thoughts and affections-— 
of feeling herself the mother of one only child, be¬ 
coming of less and less, importance to the happi¬ 
ness of that child, as year by year went by and 
aged her—this thought inflicted upon her selfish 
heart the sharpest pang it was capable of feeling. 
Could she have conquered pride, resign the 
thought of establishing Miss Armstrong, and even 
selfishly determine to indulge her maternal jeal¬ 
ousy, and keep her daughter forever unwedded 
and at home— or, oould she have subdued her ma¬ 
ternal jealousy, and gratified pride by seeing 
Louise at the summit of Tier ambitition—in a 
word, oould one or the othe,r of her evil passions 
have obtained the mastery of her soul, she would 
have been a less tortured woman. Hell is the 
less intolerable for having but one sovereign. 
If it be the consummation of all horrors 
conceptions now, what would it be in civil 

Mrs. Armstrong could not or would not 
end to the civil disturbance; it was not yd ‘civil 
war in her own soul. Not from indecision 
one bad a stronger will when she pleased to 
it—but from a selfish, grasping wish to derive the 
greatest amount of gratification from both her 
ruling propensities. 

She was resolved that ultimately Miss Arm¬ 


strong should become mistress of the Isle of Rays; 
yet, as her daughter’s proposed husband approach¬ 
ed manhood, she conceived a strong and growing 
aversion to him, as the person destined to di¬ 
vide with her her place in her only ohild’s heart, 
her influence over her only child’s life. 

Her manner had grown oold to Louis. She had 
diacouraged the intimacy of the children, and the 
estrangement increased with years, and was in¬ 
terrupted only by the annual birthday festivities. 
Since the death of Margaret Stuart-Gordon, the 
estrangement had become total—a dead silenoa! 
fell between the once closely connected families, 
a silence broken at last by the strange rumor of 

“ Fools! ” silently sneered the lady, as her at¬ 
tendant retired ; “ Fools! Do they really sup¬ 
pose that General Stuart-Gordon for a single in¬ 
stant contemplates the possibility of bis only son, 
Louis, the sole heir of the great Island Estate, mar¬ 
rying a penniless girl, an uneducated rustic, like 
Susan Somerville ? Little would General Stuart- 
Gordon feel flattered by the construction placed 
by the neighborhood upon his politeness to Miss 
Somerville, and that, by the way, should be a les¬ 
son for such mistaken civility and indiscriminate, 
association. No; there is not in all the moun¬ 
tains a proper bride for Louis Stuart-Gordon, save 
one —my daughter, Louise Armstrong; an eligi¬ 
ble match for the heir of the Island Estate, ex¬ 
cept one —the heiress of Mont Cry stal. I had sup¬ 
posed there was time enough”.-, and a shadow 

fell, softening the hard brow. “ I had supposed 
that there was time enough—that Louis needed 
not for some years to come think of matrimony, 
since hq Will not be eighteen until the 22d of next 
February, when my daughter will have complet¬ 
ed her fifteenth year. But it seems that., since 
the death of Mrs. Stuart-Gordon, the Island 
palace is supposed to need a mistress, that Gen¬ 
eral Stuart-Gordon has expressed a strong desire 
that his son should marry early, and give it one. 
Louis is very young, too young. General Stuart- 
Gordon’s tastes are strictly domestic, He wants 
a home, and thinks that, in his regal palace, he can¬ 
not have one without a woman. Bad! foolish 1 
If Louis does not make a choice soon, he will—he 
mill —he does not think so, but I know it. He 
thinks now only of eternal fidelity to that “ as¬ 
cended saint,” as he calls his deceased wife, but 
already he has oeased to groan and sigh after his 
saint in heaven, and begins to feel that he is still 
on earth, with all earth’s wants pressing upon 
him. He will be mad enough to think of a second 
marriage. I wish Mrs. Stuart-Gordon had not 
thought proper to die—her death has disturbed 
tbe economy of my plans very much. The late 
Mrs. Stuart-Gordon was a lady, and it really does 
not suit me to see an inferior take her place as 
the head of an establishment my daughter is one 
day to enter as a bride. She might be one with 
whom I could not associate; she might be young, 
and so keep Louise half her life in a subordinate 
position in the household. I could not endure 
that! Miss Armstrong, when she enters that 
house Mrs. Stuart-Gordon, must take the head of; 
the establishment. But I am not disposed soon to 
part with toy only daughter; yet. a crisis ap¬ 
proaches—one of three things is likely to hap¬ 
pen: General Stuart-Gordon may marry—that 
is the first contingency; or press Louis to make 
choice of a wife—that is the second; or Louis 
may have conceived a boyish passion for Susan 
Somerville or some other equally ineligible girl, 
ana all girls are ineligible in my estimation, ex¬ 
cept one young lady. Louis had a decided prefer¬ 
ence for Louise. I have estranged them lately, 
since the decease of Mrs. Stuart-Gordon. Well! 

I do not regret it—I would not cheapen my daugh¬ 
ter—nevertheless, now is the time to change de¬ 
portment. Mrs. Stuart-Gordon has been dead 
eight months. It is to be presumed that the first 
violent effects of grief have passed away; that 
tbe bereaved are willing now to be amused. Tbe 
doors of Mont Crystal have been closed to fes¬ 
tivities since the decease of the lady of the Island 
Palace, out of compliment to the Island family. 
The portals of MontCrystal must now be thrown 
open to visiters from The Isle. The palaoe doors 
of The Isle must swing wide apart, to give en¬ 
trance to the ladies of Mont Crystal, when they 
shall occasionally make a call. The friendly, the 
intimate association of the families must be re¬ 
sumed. Now is a favorable time to commence. 
Christmas approaches. Christmas festivity shall 
again enliven Mont Crystal. I will invite a 
Christmas party to the house—give a ball and 
dinner. For once, I will invite the Somervilles. 

I wish to observe for myself the terms upon which 
these two young people appear to be. Yes, I will 
gather all the young people of the neighborhood, 
many of whom I have not seen Binoe they reached 
womanhood, and I will take note of any possible 
rival my daughter may have—but, what do I say ? 
Louise Hector Armstrong must have no rivalry, 
must enter into no competitionand, rising, the 
lady entered her priva te sitting room, and, ringing 
the bell,, Bent the servant who answered to request 
the immediate attendance of Miss O’Riley. 

Brighty entered three minutes afterwards. 

“Sit down, Miss O’Riley. I have been plan¬ 
ning some amusements for my daughter 

Britannia looked interested. 

“ In accordance with your advice, Miss O’Riley.” 

Britannia bowed in acknowledgment of the 
compliment, and Bilently awaited further com¬ 
munication. 

“ I shall invite General and Mr. Stuart-Gor¬ 
don, Major and Miss Somerville, to spend Christ¬ 
mas week at Mont Crystal.” 

Britannia smiled to herself when’she heard 
.General Stuart-Gordon’s name, and started with 
surprise as that of the interdicted Susan Somer¬ 
ville met her ear. 

“ As our party will be a Christmas one, it is 
not strictly necessary that we be exclusive. All 
may unbend a little at Christmas.” 

“ Certainly,” assented Miss O’Riley. 

“ During their stay, I shall give a dinner and 
ball, and it is in relation to that, more particu¬ 
larly, that I have requested your presence. Will 
you have the goodness to sit down at my writing 
table and make out, at my dictation, a list of 
guests to be invited ?” 

“ With great pleasure, madam,” said Britannia, 
taking the indicated seat, and, dipping her pen 
in ink and laying a sheet of paper before her, Bhe 
held herself in readiness for the task. 

A list of about thirty names was made out, 
and Britannia absolutely dropped her pen and 
stared in astonishment when the thirty-first name 
given was Gertrude Bird, and thirty-seoond, 
Zoe Dove. What does Mrs. Armstrong mean ? 
Was she converted ? Was she going to die? 

“You look shocked, Miss O’Riley, and lam glad 
to see that you do. I had feared that you favored 
those ybung ladies to a degree that I should dis¬ 
approve In Miss Armstrong’s governess. I am 
glad to see that the idea of inviting them to Mont 
Crystal shocks you.” 

“No!” said Brighty, “not shoeks, but sur¬ 
prises me. I had not expected ”-- 

“ Such a proceeding, on my part. Perhaps not. 
Yet, as my contemplated party is to be quite a 
large one, it is not obliged to be very select. 
There will be several guests at the ball that I 
would not upon any aocount invite to Mont Crys¬ 
tal upon any other occasion, and these young 
ladies are among the number. Yet they are of 
thoroughly respectable parentage, whatever they 
may be in other respects. Nevertheless, Miss 
O’Riley, I shall expect you to keep your pupil 
separate and at a distance from these persons.” 

Britannia bowed coolly, and presently asked— 

“ May I inquite, Mrs. Armstrong, if there be 
anything affecting the moral character of these 
young women ?” 

“ Assuredly not , Miss O’Riley. My inviting 
them to Mont Crystal at any and under any cir¬ 
cumstances should be a sufficient guarantee that 
they are stainless, unimpeachable. Why do you 
ask such an irrelevant, such a singular, I had 
nearly said such an impertinent, question ?” ; 

“ I could not conjecture the reason why you 
dread the ooptagion of their proximity go much, 
unless there were some pestilential moral malaria 
evolved from them,” said Brighty, with assumed 
naivete. 


, down to the tiny mulatto hoy, whose office it 
was to wait on the governess—some from affeo- 
, some from mere love of any circumstance 
that might vary the monotony of their lives, took 
lively interest in all affairs of the family. All 
rere busy, all were happy. The only clouded 
brow was that of Mrs. Armstrong, who walked 
majestically through her superb rooms, giving or¬ 
ders with the air of an undertaker directing a 
funeral. Her occasional appearance in the still- 
room, (the room set apart for preserving, pickling, 
distilling, &o,, is thus called in old Virginia man¬ 
sions,) cast a damper on the spirits of the house¬ 
keeper and her assistants, who were engaged there 
in preparing eonfeotionery for the coming fes- 

A Christmas party in a Virginia planter’s 
house ! Do you know what that is, reader? I ad¬ 
vise those who do not, to set out immediately to tho 
Valley—this is the proper season—and get their 
limbs dislooated on the detestable roads—the 
turnpikes are now in a proper trim for suoh ca¬ 
tastrophes—and get picked up and carried into 
some planter’s house, for the sake of being a 
oherished guest in the coming Christmas holy- 
days, and to have an opportunity of getting over 
their prejudices against Virginia aristooraoy. 
You who have never visited Virginia, (a summer 
■ip to the White Sulphur Springs is not visiting 
Virginia, to know it, any more than a trip to Na- 
hant is making a Southerner aufait to tbe charac¬ 
ter and habits of New England)—you, who have 
never visited Virginia, have no conception of 
what Virginia hospitality is. It reminds one of 
the feudal ages, when the ox was roasted entire, 
whole pipes of ale broached, (I beg pardon of to¬ 
tal abstinence,) and the baron’s gates thrown 
open to all comers—when hospitality, with a flag 
of truce, arrested for a time all neighborhood 
feuds. You, who live in cities, and sneer at Old 
Virginia and F. F. V.’s ,* (all are not F. F. V.’s who 
pretend to be so,) have no conception of what a 
Virginian planter’s family at home is. You, who 
provide your families from market-stalls, grocery 
stores, confectioners, and so forth, have no idea of 
what a real Virginian housewife of the first class 
is—of what Virginian housekeeping, Virginian 
cellars, larders, and still-rooms, are. Their hams, 
smoked beef, &c., are quite different articles from 
those you buy in Btores: and their milk, cream, 
and butter—and their poultry and eggs—are such 
as you seldom see in market. Virginian matrons 
have an old-fashioned pride in their housekeep¬ 
ing. Why, they have been preparing for Christ¬ 
mas for weeks past! And suoh stores as they 
have to prepare from! There is little to be 
bought—everything is at hand. The still-room 
closets furnish the dried fruits, the preserves, the 
jellies, and even the domestic cordials, wines, and 
essences—it is for the preparation Of these things 
that the still-room has been set apart. The dairy 
supplies butter, milk, and cream; the domestic 
hen-house gives the eggs, large and fresh, the 
poultry yard supplies the turkeys, geese, and 
ducks—they hove been fattening for a month 
past. Then in the meat-house, the great Christ¬ 
mas round of beef has been down in spices for 
weeks, and the huge Christmas ham is already 
enred, and the Christmas pies are in fine order. 
There will be great doings iu Virginian country 
houses this blessed Christmas. There will be 
huge bowls of egg-nog brewed before breakfast, 
and every negro on the plantations will come up 
to wish a merry Christmas, and to get his glass 
of brandy,f and will come to breakfast with some¬ 
thing extremely extra. And then the family will 
go to church in the old family carriage, and per¬ 
haps brjng the preacher, if he is a single man, 
home to dinner. The afternoon will be spent in 
jollity, and the evening will close with a dancing 
parly. They are great dancers in the country, 
with an old negro officiating as a fiddler—for even 
a first family cannot at all times command a band 
of musio, if t.h% are resident away up iu tbe 
mountains, or bidden in remote valleys. So it 
will be some “old Uncle Ned,” or “ old Unole 
Ben,” who “will play the fiddle for the ladies.” 
By the way, you could not go into a Maryland or 
Virginia neighborhood, where there was not some 
fiddling Old Nick or Old Harry, who was the 
musical wonder of his small world—a perfect Pa¬ 
ganini in ebony—and whose services were always 
in great demand on merry-making occasions. 
You would be surprised at the musical genius of 
some of these old negroes. There, Christmas 
week is the slave’s Saturnalia. Those who have 
been hired out, come home: their year is out on 
Christmas Eve, and all have a holyday until the 
2d of January; that is, all except a few that are 
needed about the house, and even they take turns 


They—at least Miss Bird is eccentric —has 
been distinguished by a sobriquet. Zoe, though 
sufficiently refined and intelligent, of course has 
no claims of equality—and the order of rank is 
to be observed, Miss O’Riley.” 

Here suoh a decided curl twisted the pretty 
upper lip of Brighty, that Mrs. Armstrong ob¬ 
serving it, said, haughtily— 

“At least, Miss O’Riley, Miss Armstrong’s 
mother disapproves of the acquaintance, and has 
undoubtedly a right to object to certain associa¬ 
tions for her daughter.” 

“ Most certainly/’assented Britannia, and.gave 
her attention to her work. 

When the list of about a hundred names was 
complete— 

“ Now, Miss O’Riley, will you oblige me by. 
writing Cards of invitation. addressed to each 
name of your list ?” 

Miss O’Rileiy bowed compliance, and the lady, 
rising, withdrew to have a consultation with her 
housekeeper. 

A Christmas party at Mont Crystal! This 
something new under the sun 1 It disturbed some¬ 
what the majestic solemnity habitually, reigning 
at Mont Crystal. Mrs. Armstrong was engaged; 
Brighty excited; even the pale', wan, spiritual 
Louise became childishly interested in the new 
dresses selected for her for the occasion—dresses 
that were to be.mnde long , as ladies wore them— 
the first dresses that she had ever had made 
so. Her pale, gold hair was to be combed out 
of curl, trained up around a eomb, and dressed 


himself for their mission arid their martyrdom. 
Tho oountry boasts—no, never boasts of them— 
their “quiet paths of unobtrusive goodness” lead 
through the unfrequented by-ways of life. Their 
prospectuses do not fill newspapers, but their la¬ 
bors fill hearts and heads, at least a few hearts 
and.leads, with goodness and wisdom—the coun¬ 
try possesses many such. But times, that always 
had been bad, were how worse with our old 
schoolmaster; his energies were decayed, his 
steps were tottering, as he leaned more aod more 
heavily upon his stick, as he bent forward toward 
the scene of bis daily labors. His hand trembled 
as he guided the pen or pencil of his pupils, and 
his eyes dimmed with reading, and the letters of 
the Latin grammar swam together, even with the 
aid of his spectacles. 

People began to whisper that the old school- 
mosterwas getting too old and infirm for his busi¬ 
ness, and that he ought, in justioe to tho neigh¬ 
borhood, to resign it to younger hands ; and many 
began to remove their children from his charge. 
The old man had now about twelve pupils, at 
from two to five dollars per quarter each As is 
always the case, the parents or guardians of only 
about half this number paid him; so that the old 
schoolmaster’s income did not amount to more 
than twenty-five or thirty dollars per quarter. 
Even this small salary was fast, very fast, de¬ 
creasing. At, the end of every quarter, and es¬ 
pecially at tho end of every half year, some'of his 
old pupils were sure to drop off, and their places 
were never supplied by new ones, 

So much for bis school. 

At home, changes had also transpired. The 
old negress, who for many years had been big 
housekeeper and servant, was dead ; and the old 
schoolmaster’s reduced means did not allow him 
to employ another. The oares and labors of the 
household devolved on his adopted child, Zoe; 
and admiraMv did (lie little m.M«. ««««?» w! 


i going oi 
We dig 


r e digress. Let us return. There will be 
great doings at all Maryland and Virginia coun¬ 
try houses this season; but none, I will venture 
to say, will approach in splendor the Christmas 
festivities that will celebrate the coming out of 
the youthful heiress of Mont Crystal. 


THE OLD COUNTRY SCHOOLMASTER. 
“ His very manners teach amend, 

They are so even, grave, and holy; 


er was so light, 
•espass in his sight; 


He chid the vice, yet no 


with sapphires ; the plain gold hoops in h< 
were to give place to sapphire ear-rings; these 
things had been sent for; and, in short., Louise 
Understood that “ Miss Armstrong” was about to 
“ come Out” at the ensuing Christmas. That was 
another subject Of excitement among the. house¬ 
hold, who, from Kate Jumper, the prime minis- 


Remember, that the northern bend of the river 
was wild and rooky, rising to the Crags, and that 
the southern shore, upon which was situated Mont 
Crystal, was undulating and hilly. Remember 
that the northern, the rocky and barren bank was 
behind tbe palace on tbe Isle of Rays—the south¬ 
ern, the undulating shore, was before and in front 
of it. Recollect, that in sight of the front win¬ 
dows of the palace were two homesteads. I 
pointed them out to you myself. One, the near¬ 
er, and far the more magnificent, was the marble- 
fronted mansion of Mont Crystal, “ crowning a 
gradual hill,” rising from the river shore. Of 
the other, the more distant and the humbler, you 
oould see nothing but tho top of a steep gable- 
ended roof, sticking up from the thioket. of frees, 
on the right hand towards the east of Mont Crys¬ 
tal. That thicket of pines, with the sloping 
plains behind it, forms the Dovecote farm, and 
the steep-roofed, gable-ended cottage is the form- 
house. The farm is very small, aud the soil is 
very poor—is quite worn out, from having been 
worked too hard and too constantly, aud fed too 
little; and the farm house is very small, and very 
much oat of repair. The Dovecote form is called 
by the name of its old owner, Gabriel Dove, a 
patriarch of seventy years of age, who has been 
the schoolmaster of the neighborhood for the last 
fifty years, and after a long life of the most labo¬ 
rious toil and self-denying frugality, and of the 
most beneficial devotion to others, found himself 
at seventy a muoh poorer man in this world’s 
goods than he was at twenty, when he entered 
tfie profession. Ho had received the teacher’s 
meed of poverty and pleasant memories. It was 
the old man’s pride to claim every child, man, and 
woman, under sixty years old, in the neighbor¬ 
hood, as his some time pupil. The haughty lady 
of Mont Crystal had conned her ABC, under 
his tuition. General Stuart-Gordon had scrawled 
his first pot-hooks and hangers on his forms. 
Gentle Margaret Stuart-Gordon had cooed her 
a-b-abs at his side. And at a later day, young 
Louis had studied his Greek exercises and solved 
his Euclid’s problems under bis eye, and the 
oalm, wise Susan Somerville had studied her 
grammar, while the eager AnDie sat at her feet, 
drinking in large draughts of knowledge, and 
kindling into enthusiasm when the chivalry or 
martyrdom of the past was the theme of instruc¬ 
tion; and how the schoolmaster loved those little 
girls—the serene Susan, the ardent Annie! and 
many a sly, kind pat. on the head and stroke of 
the cheek did the latter receive—for it would not 
have been expedient to have shown her favor in 
the presence of the other pupils—it would have 
ended in some of his proud patrons requiring her 
expulsion from her humble seat, or have broken 
up his sohooll He did not wish the former, he 
oould not afford the latter alternative. So he 
tried to keep Annie quiet and happy in her lowly 
station of mere sufferance. Ah 1 the heart of the 
gentle old man was gladdened by such pupils as 
Susie and Annie, and he oould ill afford to lose 
them. And there, too, close behind Susie, mur¬ 
mured the voice of another little maideD, con¬ 
ning her little task—Zoe; the adopted daughter 
of the old schoolmaster—that was all that was 
known of her. The old man had opened his door 
one fine summer morning, and found a babe 
packed up in a basket upon the porch; and after 
having recovered from the shock, and collected 
his soattered senses; and after having vainly en¬ 
deavored to prevail on some of the rich neigh¬ 
bors to adopt the child, he had oarried it to the 
almshouse one evening, had returned home, and 
groaned in the spirit all night, and had risen at 
early dawn, and travelled over to the almshouse, 
to reclaim the little castaway, had brought it 
back, and adopted it. One-half the neighborhood 
said tbe old schoolmaster was mad, and the other 
half would have hinted that he had been wicked ; 
but that “the very fangs of malice” oould not 
have gnawed a flaw into which to insert a doubt— 
so crystal pure and polished had been the old 
man’s life. So little Zoe (that was the name he 
gave his adopted baby) was conveyed to the care 
of the old free negreBS whom he had hired as his 
cook, housekeeper, &c. 

But. now times were very badly changed with 
the old man. I cannot say that he had seen “ bet¬ 
ter days.” He had never seen good days, muoh 
less “better” ones. In a worldly and pecuniary 
point of view, his days had been bad, and now they 
were morse. Fie was older, and, for his life of 
self-devotion, poorer in purse, and feebler in per¬ 
son, than he should have been at seventy. Teach¬ 
ers wear out sooner than other men; I do not mean 
spurious teachers, who take up the “trade” for a 
mere livelihood—but teachers anointed by God 


Of all the old teacher’s pupils, of sixty years 
old and under, none remembered or visited him, 
with the exception of two —a brother and a sis¬ 
ter; the sister, a girl whoso name was a by¬ 
word and a mockery in the neighborhood—Ger¬ 
trude Lion—the Diana, tbe amazon, the giantess, 
the Ger-falcon, as she was called; the brother, 
Brutus Lion, a masculine exaggeration of all that 
was most obnoxious and unpopular in the char¬ 
acter and habits of the Ger-faloon. 

[to be continued,] 


THE FRIEND OF YOUTH. 

T HIS new and attrac'ive jtmrnal for Youth, 
Mrs. Bailey, and published at Washineton, < 


store Agency for the Nutim. 

’GEORGE % 


BOSTON “NATIONAL ERA” AGENCY, 

No. 25 Comhill. 

T HE National Era comes from Washington to this office 
hy txpress, and is delivered by carriers in any part. Bf 
the city proper, at $2 00 a yen, free of postage; single 
copies, six and a quarter cents. ‘ . K 

N ow is the time to secure this national advocate of the Lib¬ 
erty Movement, during the first session of Uongress u dvr 
the new Administration, when questions of the most thrill¬ 
ing importance must he decided. 

Subscriptions and renewals respectfully rolicited by \ 
Nov. 25. GEO. W. LI8HT, 25 Oornhill. 


A NEW PUBLICATION. 

P OETICAL Stretches of the Messiah. By Rev. Samnol 
F. Porter, of New Jersey. Published and for sale by 
M. W. DODD, New York. 32mo. Price 31 cents. 

“These Sketches are worthy of more than ‘ feint praise;’ 

they are the offspring of a genuine poetic fa-. 

by Christian feeling. * * * ” - 1 - 


ii little volume, embracing 




a] Sketch ei 


Presbyterian. 

“ * * * Much of the volume is in rhyme, with g£ . ng 
thoughts, and will be read with pleasure by all C7i.ri.s- 


X obtain patents in the United States or in foreign co.... 
tries, ani will prepare specifications and drawings, and take 
all necessary steps to secure a patent. 

From their long experience as practical mechanics, added 
to a thorough knowledge oX the Patent Laws, and acquaint- 

Patent Office, they trust they will be able to give satisfaction 
to their employers, both in the clearness and precision of 
their specifications, and in tke promptness and ability 
with which they transact all business intrusted to them. 

Persons residing at a distance may procure all necessary 
information, have their business transacted, and obtain a 
patent, by writing to the subscribers, without incurring the 
expense of a personal attendance at Washington. 

Models can be sent with perfectsafety by the Expresses. 

Rough sketches and descriptions can be sent by mail. 

For evidence of their competence and integrity, they would 
respectfully refer to all those for whom they have trans- 


i must be postpaid, 
n F street,opposite the Patent Office. 

P. H. WATSON. 
__ E. S. RENWfCK. 


EXCHANGJE BANK OF R. W. LATHAM & CO., 

Washington,) B. C., 

TNEALS in checks, drafts, acceptances, promissory notes 
bank notes, and coin. 

BANK NOTES 

Notes on all solvent banka iu the iSnited States bought 
and sold at the best prices. 

DRAFTS, NOTES, AND BILLS, 

... .Washington and Georgetown, collected, and remittances 
promptly made, in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, or 
Boston funds, at a charge of one-quarter per cent. 

COLLECTIONS 

Made in all the principal cities of the Union, on the most 
favorable terms. 

EXCHANGE. 

Bills of exchange and bank checks on-most of the princi¬ 
pal cities of the Union bought and sold at the best rates. 
D2T Office hours, from eight o’clock A. M. to five P. M- 


LAW OFFICE, COLUMBUS, O. 

W ILLIAM B. JARVIS, Jnn., Attorney and Counsellor 
at Law, Columbus, Ohio. Office in Platt’s new build¬ 
ing, State street, opposite south door of State House. 
Business connected with the profession, of all kinds.pur e- 


LAW OFFICE, CINCINNATI. 

JglRNE V & SHIELDS, Attorneys at Law, corner of Main 

J AMES °B IRNE Y, 8, N oter^Publi c and Commissioner to 
-ike acknowledgments of deeds and depositions for the States 
of Maine, Vermont,Comftcfciout,Michigan, New Hampshire, 
Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, New York,and Arkansas. 
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,r sympathy with everything we describe. 


NOTICE. 

/“CORRESPONDENTS and others desiring to coromuni- 
Vv' cate with the undersigned will please direct, their letters 
and papers to Fulton, Oswego county, New York, my pres¬ 
ent post office address. J. 0. HARRINGTON. 

Nov. 29. 

LAW OFFICE, CHICAGO. 

C ALVIN DE WOLF, Attorney and Counsellor, Telegraph 
Buildings, Clark street, Chicago, Illinois. Particular 
attention paid to collections. 

Terms of Court , Cook County , Illinois. 

^ County court—first Monday in February, May, and 0<j- 

D3F Demands for suit should 3, be on hand t-wenty days be¬ 
fore the first day of each term. Feb. 3.— I yr. gr. 

I>E WOLF & FARWELL, 

\ TTORNEYS and Counsellors at Law. Office, Clark 
-t jl street, opposite the Court House, Chicago, Illinois. 

CALVIN DE WOLF. 

Jan.■£—ly. WILLIAM W. FARWELL 

G R EAT IMPROVEMENT IN PLANING,TONGUE- 
ING AND GROOVING LUMBER. 

Joseph P. Woodbun/s Patent Planing Machine. 

T HE subscriber, having received letters patent for a sta¬ 
tionary cutter, planing, tongueing and grooving machine, 
now offers for sale machines, and rights to use the same. 

surface than it is possible to plane by any other means now 
known, not excepting the hand plane, and is peculiarly adapt¬ 
ed to plane and joint clapboards, or weather-boarding, and 
will do the work faster and better than any machine hereto¬ 
fore invented. This machine is so arranged that it planes 
the board with an unbroken shaving the whole width and 
length of the material, and does not take more than two- 
thirds of the power that is required to do an equal amount of 
work by the rotary cuttiug cylinder, now in common use. 
The construction and organization of this machine is differ- 

particulars cheerfully responded to, by addressing the sub¬ 
scriber, (post-paid,) Boston, Mass. 

tion by calling on the patentee. 

JOSEPH P. WOODBURY, 

May 3.—ly Border street. East Boston, MaBB. 

The above Planing Machine has been thoroughly 
tested, by planing over 1,000.000 feet of lumber, and has 
planed 3,000 feet in seventeen minutes, and is adapted to 
stick any description of mouldings with great rapidity. 

The subscribers, having purchased the territory annexed 
to their names, are now ready to offer for sale the machine, 
and the right to use the same, in the territory purchased by 

A machine may be seen in operatiou'soon at Buffalo, New 
York, and at tbe Planing Mill of Duncan Mangey,Louisville, 

Communications for furtherparticulars cheerfully respond¬ 
ed to, by addressing either of the subscribers, post paid*Os¬ 
wego, New York. STAATS & STEWART, 

For the State of New York. 
STEWART & TEMPLE, 

For the States of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Missonri. 

STEWART & ALLEN, 

For the States of Wisconsin and Illinois. 

LIBERTY ALMANAC! FOR 1850, 

P UBLISHED by the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and for sale at their Depository in New York, 
at the following prices 

For one hundred copies ..... 2.50 

For one dozen copies ------ 40 

For a single copy.5 

The Almanac has been compiled by the Corresponding 
Secretary of bhe Society, and includes twenty-three pages ol 
valuable orig ! nal matter by William Goodell. The price by 
the thousand is put at a trifle above the actual cost, in the 
expectation of selling IaTge editions, and of securing th€ 
active oo operation of Anti-Slavery friends throughout the 

a wide and thorough circulation. The size is the same as the 
Almanac for 1849, viz: 48 pages. 

Orders for Almanacs by the hundred or thousand will^be 

modeof conveyance they can be sent. The postage on every 
Almanac sent by mail will be two'and a half cents, without 
reference to the quantity. 

Orders should invariably be accompanied by the cash. 
Any sum under one dollar may be sent in postage stamps. 

WILLIAM HA RNED, Agent, 

Sept. 20;—-tf No. 61 John street, New York. 

BOARDING. 

M RS. EMILY H. STOCKTON, No. 161 Chestnut street, 
between Fourth and Fifth streets, Philadelphia. 

Oct. 25—tf 

DRS. MUSSEY, 

j^JEDICAL Practitioners and Surgeoris^north side of 7th 

8 166 ’ W0 °° rB ^ ° in< R. D C MUSSEY, M. D.°‘ 
Jan. 4. W.H. MUSSEY, M.D. 







